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A DISCOURSE; 
In Defenceot 5\= 


[nfants-bapt1 


Prepared with armour ofproofe, taken out 
ofthe rich Magazine of ſacred Scripture, and 
adyantaged by the firm and ſolid grounds 
of reaſon and religious equity, upon which the 
undanted Champions of unconquered truth _ 

have in all ages invincibly inſiſted, 
(Veritas premi noſcit, opprimi neſcit,) 
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Tanto magis pro Tefantibus loqui debemus ,quanto minus 


ipſt pro ſe Ioqui poſſunt? Aug. 
We are in conſcience bound to ſpeak the more for poor In- 
fants,becauſe they are nor able to ſpeak for themſelves, 


— 


* * I] | | . .* * 
Habet illa parva etas magnum teſtimonii pondus , que | 


prima meruit pro Chriſto ſanguinem fundere, 1d. 


Much may bereſtificd tothe honour of Infants , who were | 


rhought worthy ro ſuffer death for Chriſt even in his In- 
fancy. (Mat.2.16) 
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PAg. 26. /. 24. unto us, p. 31.1.7. Which 3s both; Chriſt, 

p. 52. 1.18. be now, p. 76. 26. were bap'izcd. fo 151. 
l. 7.0 be left, p. 165, 1. 3. our into, P- 172. L. 19. ſome 
good with an ill intent, p. 174. . 15 16. bold to vent for 
ruths, p. 186, /3, and they fay they be, 


St forſan velprelum, vel calamus, alibi titularit » ne 
aſpere, queſo, nimis luam. 
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SESS 
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In relation to the ovepoſterons practi. 
ſes of as as, SI 


A He Apoſil comparing K dig- 
SF : nicy of the Miniſteriall fandti- 
% on, with the indignity and in- 
_ ſufficiency of moſt mens gifts , Cor. x: 
for theſame, cries out, Whe-3s ſufficient for 16. 
_ theſe things? 
But if we conſider Mens(nay Womens) 
opinions of their own gifts, and their 
praftiſe at this day , we may ſay, Who is - 
| ay” in opinion ) ſufficient -for. theſe 
_ . things? Not the meaneſt Artizan, or the 
moſt illitezate Day-labourer, but. con- 
ceives himſelf capable of beinga Maſter- 
builder in Chriſts Church. 
So. that if ever St. Jerome $ complains 
R were 


The Pref ace. HR. 
were in ſeaſon, it is now; Phyfitians keep | pm 
within'the bounds 6f their ſcience, the | 
Carpenter takes not the Joiners. work 
otit'of his hand, &c: Only the trade of 
Expounding Scripture is a myſtery , 
which every Attizan arrogateth to him- - 

(8,) ſelf. This the pratling Houſewife , this 
the old Dotard, this the wrangling So- 
phifter,in a word, this men ofall profeſ- 
fions,and men of no profeſſion take upon 
them to have skill in, readily teaching 
that,which they never learnt, and abun- 
dantly pouring forth that, which was ne- 
ver.infuſed into them. OS 

Now Mechanicks of the loweſt rank þh 
turne into Prieſts of the High places, and | 

_ there isa metamorphoſis ( not made by 
 Poeticall licence , but by Propheticall 
liberty Jnot of men into beaſts according 

Tir. 1,12, to Ovid, but of St. Pauls evill beafts, into | 
men, nay into men of God,and Prophets 

: of the new Law; Theſecare thoſe unruly 
Li, "+10, and vain talkers, deceivers of minds, 
: (mentioned by the ſame Apoſtle) whoſe 
mouths miift bee ſtopped, who. ſubvere | j 
wholc houſes, teaching things,which they 
_ERR TERRENCE 
2 Pcta2, 1, Thete are. thoſe” falſe Teachers, who 
" + - privily bring in damnable herefies; whoſe 
s | | | per- | 
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ptrniciotis ways niany ſhall follow';, 'b 
reaſon ofwhomthe way of truth ſhall Be 
evill ſpoken of. RE, ris 

Who 'compaſle ſea'and land to' make Mar.z;. 
one of their profelliori,” and devour Wi- 14» 15- 
dow$ houſes even under atolour of long Srmuata 
prayer: 'Whierefore they ſhall receiye the #2119, . 


REILLY =F '.. duplex inis 
greater damnation, - - ** 6 fig 


Theſe Chriſt himſelf forewarneth us Mar.zg.._.. 
n of, ſaying, There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, 24, 35326, 
- ahdfalſe Prophets, whichitic were poſ« 
fible ſhould deceive the very Ele&. ' Be- 
hold, Ihavetold you befote, faith hee. 
wherefore if they ſhall ſay unto you, Be- 


holdzhe is in tliedeſert;goe not forth; Be-- 

hold, hee is in theſecret chambers believe - 

it not. | OY I Timcg. 
In relation to which the Spirit alſo 25*- 

> ry expreſ]y, that ih the Iacer titnes 
me ſhall depart from the Faith, giving 

heed to feducing Spirits, and Doftrins of 

Devills, whick ſpeak lies through Hypo- 

alc: En. - 7 

For the time will come when they will 3, 4:, 

rioc endure ſoiind Do&rin, but after their 

owne luſts ſhall they heap Teachers to 

theinſelyes, having their cares itching, 

and they ſhall turn away their ears from 

the/truth , andſhall be given unto Fa-t 

bles, B 2 Where- 
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Wherefore the Apoflle thus earneſtly 
admonifheth us, I beſcech you- Brethren 


mark them which cauſe diviſions and of-. 


fences, contrary to thedo&rin which'yec 

have Jearnt, and avoid them;for they that 

arc ſuch ferve net the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

but their own bellics,and by good words 

_ we ſpeeches deceivethe hearts of the 
mple, 

And afterward the ſame Apoſtle by way 
of argument uſeth this Interrogation, ls 
Chriſt divided ? was Paul crucified for 
you? orwere ye baptized in the name of 
Paul? Be not (thereforeſaith he)carricd 
about with divers and ſtrange doGtrines, 
for it isa good thing that the heart bee 
eſtabliſhed, &c. 

Believe nor every ſpirit (ſaith St. Tohn) 
but try the ſpirits whether they are of 
God;:. for many falſe Prophets arc gone 
' out into this world. 

St. Paul adviſcth further in his Epiſtle 


to the'Coloſians. Let no manat his plea- 


ſure bear rule over you by ( pretending ) 
humblenefle of mind , advancing himſelf 
in thoſe things which he never faw,raſhly 
puſt up with his fleſhly mind; And as the 
Margent cxplains it, which pleaſe them- 
ſclves without all meaſure in their owne 
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The Preface. © ©, 5 
A people which walk after their own 162. 65.2.5 
imaginations, which ſay, ſtand apart, 
come not neer to me,for lam holierthen 
thou. [ eo 21h 
There is no faithfulneſſe (or conſtancy) pi, ;. , 
in their mouth ( faith the Pſalmiſt ) their 
throatis an open fepulchre , they flatter 
with their tongue, when within they are 
very corruption. 
But to return from whence we have di- 
greſſed: Ir isthe complaint of the Lord 
himſelt by his Prophet Hoſea, My people Ho. 4. E; 
aredeſtroyed for lack of knowledpe, - be- 
cauſe thou haſt refuſed knowledge; 1 will 
alſo refuſe thee, that thou ſhalt 'bee no 
Prieſt ro-miee., w 
- Can the blind lead the blind, faith Luk.s. 39. 
Chrift, . ſhall they not both fall into the 
ditch 2. © Dy oft: SST 
Wherefore Brethren, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 14. - 
forbid not to ſpeak languages , -Let-all 39» 4 
things be donekoneſtly, and by, order. © 
Did any thing 'more aggravate the 
crime: of. Feroboems prophane Apoftaſie, 1 King.12, 
then that he made Prieſts of the loweſt of 37. 
ou people, which were not of the ſons of 
14 = | . : 
 Thertefore,Jetno man ſpare to ſpeak it, 
They are not pu * cotands God os 
FXEFUOHES 3 Wile 
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- -wilfully burthen his Church with twat 
: | Ith SWAnn 
of (uch tUnwor th y Gr catures; ; py a mage 


e 


may, not unfitly term them;the fcumand 


_ of the land. 
par eff @ * There: is in the Patriark of H ' 
2 heffede- Philofophers this-pretept ,* of Heathen 
cert. adi 3h oh. $:precept,' Let mo h (x 
Pudet bec bangman on handy a afts-man bea pr icſ 
opprebrid for iT importeth.greatly-the good of , T1 
nobjs,vy dis MEN ThAL God be reverenced "with ho 
gem By honour" it-ſtandeth not that they Shih 
n - : . 
Wiſſe wefel are puþlikely imployed in his ſervice 
_— ſhould live of baſe and. mercenary trades 
x Cort 1 That St.Pauldid labour workin wi h 
12. his hands, ſeems rather Ay Os, f 4 
preſent encouragement, then for ati ora 
prelident,for in the precede Ch ne 
x Cor.3.9. plainly ſhews a differerice We FRO ke 
| _ labourer s together with Go d _—_ he) 
Gods husbandr : p INE 
y, yecare Gods building: 
ſo thatalchough.he knew: lis diftanc ur 
advantage well Op" ot and 
TOTS" 90s er@sigh, yet did: lieenot 
2 The.3.9- think it proper theh to obſerveit:* ,.N 
A thathe wanted authority.;': b £eb> wy 
"og ag y.z - Due that hee 
might make him(cifan enſample: for.'0- 
| thers to follow, . ther EO” 
,:therather becauſeby his 
Verſe 10,'OWNn rule, thoſe: that would no Ar 
Verſe 31, were not thought TOE ET 
| being a thing 5 {i hgh Aae ins np 
did ER = hey: conſequence,that It 
es inconveniencics. ' 
= ES Another 
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© ThePreface, \ i 
_ -- Anotherreaſon he alleadgeth, is, for '' 
thebetter enabling them to ſuppore the 
| weak, remembring the words ofthe Loyd A&30.35 
. Jeſus, that itisa bleſſed thing to give*ra- 
ther then to receive.' - '' Se 
Moreover, hee was fearfull of being * 1ke.z.9. 


> , chargeableuntothem ,UYeſt jt! might in 


ſomemeaſure hinder the advancement of 
their raw faith, and be: ſome ſtop to the 
ſpreading growth of the :infancy-of the 
Church, a$hinifelfe expreflerh.””: Never- x Cor: 
thelefie;faith hee, wee have nort;uſed:ithis 12,19. - 
power ,leſt'we ſhould-hinder theGoſpell 
of Chrift; © 52 55 | 19977 
Otherwiſe he could well: have juſtified 
his diſcontinuancefrom labour; and de- 
pendence upon others/f0t maintenance, ,, c.; 6 
becauſe ſowing ſpiritaallthings to ther, Jr, - 7 
it was but equall ( at moſt) to reap their YRom.15. 
carnall things. 21422. 7 HOHNSIE FT 
For which he preſently ſhews a pattern 
from the Jaw concerning the Levites, and 
direQly applies ic to the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel], Doe yenotknow (faith he)that 2 Cor. 9.. 
they which - miniſter about the holy 23>" ++ 
things eat of the things ofthe temple,&c. 
ſo alſo khath'the Lord ordained, vchar.they 
which preach the Goſpel ſhould live' of 
the Goſpel. £54278 j gore 


Ba | And 


8 
: Cal 4.1 Y; 


KO The Priface.' 
1: And doubtleſſe; thbſe. which! are 'ap- 
pdinted ta' takerhted ;to the Miniſtery 


.*: hgw;jhave much;mort:reafon to. be.exem- 


- Whar'to ſpeak, -foriit folkd; heefglzen | | 


* Whar 


then may 


Wee. Cone 


peed.from all ſuch Avocations,. then:the 
Apoſtles had then , Becauſe the: diligent | 
and ex3& ſtudy. of Divinity is5equired in -' 
theſe,to ſupply the abſence af that.imme- 
diate: Spirit, ; which was ever; ready: .to 
prompt thoſewhartlicy-ſhould ſaygwith- 
out premeditation; iInſomuch chat-they 
were forbid to take any thaiight how, or 


them in that hour what to fay;Ahdhow- | 
ſocyer many doe now falſely pretend to 
the; ſame immediate: Inſpirations: . yet 
muſt they excuſe my faith. incthatypartis 
cular, untill they can conyigce mee by 
ſome evident demonftrations:,-.angd; ſuch 
tokens as did follow then;even to-the mi- 
raculous caſting out ot Devills,and ſpea- 
king with new tongues. _ -:. 

But how far our Mechanick- Praters arc 
nowſhort of any acquaintance with other | 
languages , let their ignorance in their | 


own Mother tongue ſuffice to tcſtihe, ' pil 


which C upotxrmy owne knowledge ) is 


elude of ſuch, that their * Epiſtolary:! difcouries 
their eX- (of which Ihavehad. an unhappy oppor- 


temporary 


prodults ? 


tunity to peruſe mariy )will vety ſeldome 
' Indure 
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Indure the teſt of a Grammatical Inquifi- 
tion, but more.:rarely .correſpond well 
wich Octhography. - ene 
What infinite miſchief hath ariſen to 
che Chiurch of God from the prefumpti- 
on of ſiich ignorant and unlettered men, 
who daily take upon them to interpret 
the molt obſcure Scriptures, and pertina- 
ciouſly defend their own ſenſe? How.con- 
trary is this to all praQiſe in whatſoever 
vocation? and ſhall wee think it {ate that. 
in Divinity,: which is: the Miftris of all 
Sciences,and.in matters that may concern 
the eternall ſafety of the ſoul, every man 
ſhould:ſet up for himſelf, before hee hath 
cither opportunity orability to acquaint 
T himſelf with the Myſtery? -- (if 
and, wa To admit the interpretation of every 
nio.thenns — Privat ſpirit is dire&ly- contradiory to. *' ii 
ligand {pe = ST. Peter's, precept , Ge ficſt know: this 2 Per.r,30. 
1: (faich he) that no prophecy of the Scrip= 
tureis ofany private interpretation, for Veric. 21. 
which'the reaſon followeth, becauſe the 
prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of Man, but Holy men of God ſpake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
To which 1 will adde that Propheticall 
obſervation of his late Majeſty in his pa- 
persto.Mr. Henderſon, that ſuch a Tole- 
ration 
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ration will without. ſpeciall prevention 
bring theſe Kingdorhes into ſtrange con- 
fuſions, it being naturally the Mother of 
all Se&s and Faftions. | 
\ The Scriptures indeed areours, but, to 
uſe,to enjoy, to read, to hear, to learn;to 
meditate, to praftiſe, not to interpret ace 
cording to every ones private conceit. 
For this _—_ we muſt: look high- 
er. 
Mal. . 7. ++ (ThePrieſts lips: are to. rimfkrve von 
Mag. .rr. Jedge:and, we muſt ſeek the, law. at his 
bis mouth, for he is the amr; gn of the 
theLord of Hoſts. |. - | 
E:e.44.23. _ Andthey ſhall teach my peopleithe dif- 
ference between the:holy and -prophane; 
and cauſe them to diſcern between the 
unclean and the clean. 
Heb.5.1.4,"'+ For every High -pricſt aken from a- 
 _ mongmen,isordained for men, in things 
pertaining to God. 


xr Chr. 23-:: And .no man: taketh this: Lao | 2 


"_ unto himſelf, but hee that 1 15- movin of 
Rom, 10, © For how thall chey preach except they 
IF. areſent? ' # 

x Cor. 12.  Areall Apoſtles? areall Prophets? are 
-. F all Teachers? 

32,33. Me oreover, the ſpirits of the Prophets 
are 


prieni are ſubjeft cothe Prophers; for God is. 
$; Co not. the author of "confuſe oft bur” 'of 
niothe fr of Peace. -' | : 
%*;7 : © The people are not to rebuke the” orfeſt; Woſ 4.4% 
Is; but, to eb it 5 their office chiefly to rebuke | 
them. : 
rn Gregiry Naziquzen offended at the peo- 
nctit, + Ples too great preſumption i in this kind, 
od gh ſeeketh by earneſt intreaty to ſtay chem 
- Within their bounds , perſwading them 
wks that they preſume not," ( being ſheep ro 
av at by make themſelves guides of thoſe that 
7e er oft ſhould guidethern; * nor ſeek to overskip 
; the fold ;;- which their- Shepheards had 
"_ pitched about them. It ſufficerh(faith he). 
owophare, for your part,it you can well frame your 
2-n the (elves to be ordered, therefore take not 
}..,.' upon yourſelves to judge, -or to make 
j from + them ſubje&-ro your laws, who ſhould be 
inn a law toyou, for Godis not 'a God of 
edition and confuſion, bur of order and 
owe peace, if ;f: 
cl of God hath not committed every chibg 
; . .to be doneof every” man; therefore! hee 


rp wearieth both himſelf: and; others who 
- Part thebounds of his'vocation. 

We have many members-:in one body Rom.12.4 
* (Gaith the Apoſtle) and'all members have 
" " not the fame office. After which-gene> 


het 1 a 
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rall inftance hee proceeds to.aparticular \;y ;ng 
application to the boly tun&ions,wheree *, 1.4 | 
Row. 12.in men offend with greater danger, Sec+ | jinſ 
6,728. | ing then ( faith hee ) that wee have gifts ,.1c1s 
' thataredivers, according to the grace rangers 
that is given unto uz, whether Prophecy, m)intol 
let us prophecy according to the propor- 1. ten 
tion of Faith, or Miniſtry, let us wait on p 
our Miniftring, he that teacheth on Tea- 
ching,he that exhorteth-on Exhortation, 
hethat giveth let him do ic with fimplici- 
ty, he that ruleth with diligence, and he |, 
that ſheweth mercy with cheectulnefſe. : 0 
| Hethat isa God 'of Order loves both | 5g, 
Numb. 4. to ſet and Keep it. For the ſervice of his mihwher 
SanQtuary he appointed ſeverall offices, |, (cy.:. 
nd in thoſe offices ſeveralldegrees, none |}, 1 
of theſe might interfere with others.God | FT 
was punQuall in ſetting every man his 7 
proper ſtation , -and holding him to it E#z 
without negleftorchange. And ſhall we kde 
think him lefſe curious in his Evangelical ny 
. It was thecomplaint of God. himſelfe, And | 
I have not ſent them, yet'doe they run 47 
and prophecy lics in my name... And it |, "** 
- wasthecharge ofhim , who--next under | * 
theAlmighty had the Marſhalling of the |] 
Church of the Gentiles, Letevery man a- |? 
te bid. Mitt .u 


\ 
: 
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cg bide in the ſame vocation,wherein he wasz Cor. 7. 
"Q&. called. : . Ss 
| if Intrufion was ever the introduRion to Exck. 44; 
5 Come tragick-ſcene. God will not have 72 * 
ny ſtrangers brought ( much leffe raſhly en--; 
- *1ter) into his ſanRuary,to take the charge Verſe 8; 
OP” upon them, but his ham will be lifted up | 
AT againſt them, | 


:  Itwasanarrogance of thisnature,that Numb.16, 
aryie, wasthe ruine of Crab and his company. 3: 
op The ground clave in ſunder that was un- V<£31,32 


"> der them,the-carth opened her month and 
ba | fwallowedthem up. | 


Fhi This was the pride Vzz5iab was infeCted 2 Chr. 6. 


.-* with, wherefore he was a Leper unto the '5,19-29, 
offices, 


day of his death, >I, 
$, NONE ; 


Gol And this theerror for which the anger 2 Saw. 6. 
»o Of the Lord was kindlcd againſt Vzzab, *>7- 


an kit £, that God ſmote him, and he dicd by the 


to Il Ark. 
all We 


Nat Andit ſhall cometo paſle in that day, Zecch, 13. 
gelica that che Prophets ſhall be aſhamed eyery-4, 5. 
16, One of his Vifion,when he hath propheci- 
men ed,and fhall ſay,] am no Prophet, I am an 
? oy Husbandman, for man taught me to keep 
* cattle from my youth up. And ſo in like 
unde jynnerofother profciſions.: rh 
; of ti | Perhapsthere.may be a berrer head for 
we? policy .upon Plebeian: fhoalders, then 


6 
* - 
© 4 


| the 
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the Governours, :ſhall that mian leave his - 
rank, and thruſt into the Chair of Go- ' 
vVernment? 7 6 7 LOW os 

Neicker is it other in ſpiritual offices; | 
we muſt not think that the wiſeand holy - 
God will bee pleas'd with a well meane -' of io 
confuſion. Forallour  imployments in'' 
the ſervice of the Almighty,we nwft con- - 
ſult, not with ourabilities, but with our | 
vocation ;for they that in any thing ex- 
ceed the compaſle of their own order,doe 
( as much as it chem lieth ) diffolve 
that order which is the harmony of Gods '\ 
Church. | £ 

If theſe Enthafraſts doe plead, that they | 
are called,let them prove ithy--Scripturey; 
if their calling be ordinary;; If extraor- 
dinary,by miracles ( as is before cxpre(- 
ſed). For whenſoever God is pleaſed to: 
changethe ordinary courſe of any thing, 
he declares his pleaſure by ſome evident | i 
$gn,ſfo thar if it appear not to be(as they 
pretend ) Miraculous, it can proveno'| f 
other then what indeed it is meerly fanas' ; A; 
eicall and ridiculous. 75414 * 208 

_ How many opinions doe we ſee raiſed | hj 

every day, thatargueno lefſerhen amere | of ( 
{pirituall madnefle,, ſuchas if they bad | 
beca but mentioned ten yeers ago,would 

+ BS ave *:; 
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haye been queſtioned oiit of what Bedlaja 
they had broken looſe; Whence' (by a 
grave Divine)weare now termed tobe an 
age conſiſting more of brain theri hearty 
having almoſt loft crue piety in the chaſe 
of ſome litigious truths;and doubtleffe it 
will belong eriough ere we ſhall wraugle 
our ſelyes into heaven. © * 3003 
Theſe kind of Brain-fick people; are 
thoſe, who by their deportment in 'the 
Common-wealth have gain'd the hame of 
Separatiſts , which ſingularity of theirs 
mayproperly be imputed,either toa low 
and undervaluing efteem they have of 0- 
thers,(and ſurely had they no other fault 
but want of charity, their hands'cannot 
well be clean, thar throw ſo much dirt iti 
others faces)or elſe to ſothe extraordinary 
opinion they have of emer this 
may wel be the cauſe why their followers 
increaſe ſo faft,for that faith is m0 eafily 
wrought amongſt us, which tedcheth us 
to belceve well of our ſelves. 4 
And can it bee ariy ' other ' then 'art 
heigtit of pride for a man to thinke 
himſelfe wiſer then the' whole Church! 
of ' God upon earth? - 'or* that hath 
been uponearth ever ſince the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt in'all ſuccefſions'to this preſence 
ATI time? 


r5 
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time? Can they, without much pride 
think chat they can diſcern farther into 
the great myſteries. of Godlineſſe,: , then 
| thoſe bleſſed Attendants of our Saviour? 
and their gracious ſuccefſors, the holy 
Martyrs, the godly and religious Guides 
of the Church in all following ages?! had 
not they then the ſame God, the ſame 
Scriptures, the illumination of the ſame 
Spirit? Can they imagine it leſſe then in- 
ſolence to attribute more to their own 
private.opinion, then to, theconſtant 
Judgment and pradtiſe of. the whole chri- 
ſtian world in all ſuccefſions'of generati- 
ons?Can they ſuppoſe themſelves in their 
imple capacity. ( though .neither Pro- 
phets, nor Prophets ſons ) meet Judges 
or Queſtioniſts of thoſe matters of faith 
which the'Generall eouncells of the purer 
times have unanimouſly agrecd upon, as 
the waiy principles of Chriſtanity? can 
they think themſelves priviledged by the 
liberty of prophecying, to coin new Ar- |Vitit; 
ticles, or Lhiceold ſurely itthe hand of | Wha 
pridebe not IR all this, Lſhal never deſire | Wey 
tp be acquainted with humility. 

It is well obſerved by ſome, that pride 
1s cyer:{o0 much the more dangerous , as 
the thing which-we over-prize is ore 

| | CECEL® 


' 
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excellent.: The ſpirictuall; arrogance is ſo 
much the more miſchievous,as the ſoul is 
beyond all earthly 'concernments:and-the 
pride of knowledge,or holy diſpohitions 
of the ſoul,as it is ot an higher nacure; ſo. 
it doth commonly produce more peril- 
lous effe&s, foras it pufteth-up a may i Cor,8. 2, 
above mea{ſiire,-: ſo it ſuffers not it (eli;to 
be kept within the narrow bounds of his 
own thoughts,but violently burſtcth out 
to the ecxtream prejudice of many. | 
And as Satan himſelt, by pride princi- 
pally,fell from the Angelicall perteQion 
of his created nature,ſo:by. ſtirring up; in 
the hearts-of unmortified perſons,a {ſpiri- 
tuall pride, in an high conceit of. their. 
ſeverall gitts:, he fo tranſports them be- 
yond the bounds of Chriſtian humility, 
that they utterly rejca the Apoſtles rule, 
To be wile unto ſobriety,and in aſtrong Rom, x *y 
concelt of their own ſpiritual underftan- 
ding by the. immediate preſence of the 
Spirit of God, which they conceit to be 
F in them, they. take upon them to gloſle 
and expound the ſacred Scriptures agree- 
able to their own deluded Eicies which 
attempt of theirs tranſcending their un» 


at prick 


zz" derſtandings., -and no way ſorting with 
? , their yocations( being Lay and ſecular 
C perſons) 
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perſons ) muft needs produce both here- 
fies in judgment, and ſchifmaticall divi- 
fions in praftiſe in the viſible Churches 
of the Goſpel. 
Pro.13,10, * Only by pride *doth man} make con- 
tention, faith knowing Solomon. And 
from contention commonly ſprings 
ſchiſme, a green hereſze, and from thence 
herefie,a grown ſchiſm;and as it ſpurs up 
the one with an carneft violence againſt 
the Diſcipline, ſo it egg's on the other 
with an head-firong fury againſt the 
Do@rine of the Church. 

From whence it comes to paſle that 
Hereſftes and Schiſmes are of all other the 
greateſt ſcandalls,y ea more then corrup- 
tion of manners; for as in the naturall 
body, a wound or {oJution of continui- 
ty is worſe, then a corrupt humour, even 
ſo is it in the ſpiritual]. 


Duod medicorum eft promittunt Medict, 
tratant fabrilia fabri , (ola ſcripturarum 
 ars eſt , quam ſtbi paſſim omnes vindicant. ; 
 Hicron. _ 
Hane garrula anus, banc delirus ſenex, 
banc ſophiſta-verbeſus, hanc univer ſi preſu- 
_ munt, docent priuſquamdiſcunt, Idem. 


Cone 
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Conjlia ſeparationiss & inania ſunt & (Cc.) 
pernicaoſa, quia & impia & ſuperba 
fiunt, O- plus perturbant Infirmos bo= 
nes, quam Corrigunh animoſos malos ; 
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SACRAMENTS 
IN GENERALL, 


MxDN the writings of the Anticnt 
SW ÞES Fathers, all Articles, which 
SRD are peculiar ro Chriſtian 
WW I Faith, and all duties of Re- 
ow m_ligion, contcining that 
which ſenſe and naturall reaſon cannot 
of it ſelf diſcern,are moſt commonly na- 
med Sacraments, _ _ IKe 
But the word Sacrament, properly un- 
derſtood, is reftrained to ſome few prin- 
cipall divine ceremonies; and importeth 
in every ſuch ceremony two things,” the 
ſabſtance of the ceremony it ſelf;which is 
vifþle,-,and beſide that, ſomewhat: ele 
more ſecret : In reference whereunto, 
C3 wee 
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wee conceive that ceremony to be a Sa- 
crament. ES COLT LR. 

Wherefore we all admire and- horiour 
the holy Sacraments, not ſo much reſpe- 
&ing the ſervice we doe-unto Almighty 
God in receiving them, as the dignity of 
that ſacred and fecret gift , which wee 
thereby receive from (od. 

Whereſoever the word Myſtery is uſed 
in the New Teſtament, the fanic in Latin 
is moſt commonly rendred Sacramentum, 
ſo that Sacrament and Myſtery ſeem to 
have a very neer relation. 

Now the word Myſtery cometh from 
the Greck ( wie ) which fignifies ta {nfti- 
ture, InſtruQ, or Initiate any onei9 holy 
Matters, or matters of Religion, and is 
GE a ſecret thing, it ſelfe*, or the ſign 
of a4ecret thing,or that which hath oe 
cret ſfignification. 

God. hath alwaies adjoinedunto his: 
promiſe of grace andeternall life, ſome: 
figns and rites, which the Church calleth 
Sacraments. So Circumciſion was com- 
manded and enjoined Abrabam. In Moſes 
time the Sacraments were increaſed , the 
Paſſeover being added which endured 
unto Chriſt, who inſticuted Baptiſme and 
the Supper. ur NNE WO APPLE : Tr : odd 


Sacra. 


% 
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- Sacraments therefore are the fignes of Defin, 


the eternall Covenant between God and 
the faithfull,z.e. they are Rites comman- 
ded and preſcribed to the Church,and ad- 
ded unto the promiſe of Grace, whereby 
as by viſible and certain teſtimonies,God 
might ſignifie and teftifie,that he commu- 
cateth and imparteth Chriſt and his be- 
nefits to all thoſe , that uſe and receive 
thoſe tokens and ſymbolls with a true 


faith according to the promjle of the - 


Goſpel : and hereby alſo he'might con- 
firm in them a ful perſwafton and truſt of 
his promiſe. And that the Church alſo on 


the other fide might by the participation 


of theſe ſymbolls and tokens profefle pub- 
likely their faich and thankfulnefſe to- 
ward God,and bind themſelves unto it ; 
preſerve and propagate the memory of 
Chriſts benefits, be diſterned from all o- 
ther ſe&s, and obliged and ftirredup to a 
mutual] dile&ion and love under one 
head, Chrift Jeſus. LE 

. God is alike to be beleeved, whether by 
ſigns or by words that fignific his will, 
becauſenot only our ſacrifices and obe- 
dience,but alſo the fignes of Grace deli- 
yered tous by God , have in their right 
. uſethepromilſe of Grace adjoined unto 
them, C 4 The 
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\- The Miniſters alſo , . as well in the ad- 
miniftcation of the Sacraments, .as in the 
preaching of the Word, bear the perſon 
and poſle eſſe the PR, of . God in rhe 
Church. 

Toh.4. 1,2. Jeſus is ſaid tq baptize, Shen yet not 

(B)- hehimlſclic, but his Diſciples did. bap- 

tize. | 
1 S3m, 10. . In the ceremony of anointing Kings, 
[- jt is ſaid, Hath not the Lord anointed 
theeto bee Governour over his inheri- 
rance,when the Text rells us, it was per- 
formed by the hand of Samyel. 

And that the Sacraments diſcern and 
ſever che true Church from other ics, 
is manifeſt hoth by effefts and eſlimo- 
nies. 

It is faid of the albover » A ſtranger 
ſhall not eat thereof. | 

And of Circumciſion, it is enquired, 
Rom,z. 1. What advantage or 'preferment hath the 

 Fewthereby, or, What is the profic of 
Circumciſion? the anſwer unmediately 


followeth, Muchevery, manner of Way, 
chiefly becauſe unto them were commit- 
ted the oracles of God. 

So that the mark of diftin&tion muſt 
ſtill continye cults the.unbe; 
pelief and Seliciency of ſome among} 


them , 


£20.12-45, 


he of the Sacraments, © 25 
Utlen, then), as thenext ſubſequent words des» Verſe. 3. 
» BUR monſtratc ; for what though ſome doe 
the per notbelieve,ſhall their unbelicf make the 


wy ich faith of God without efte& ? 


/ *1/: .., This is further evidenced by the ſame _ 
JAM Apoſtle to'theFpheſftans, where hee bids xy, z.x1, 
Cid. by them remember, that being in times paſt 12. 
'- - Gentiles in the fleſh,called uncircumcition 
Ing Kin of them, which are called Circumciſion 
1 anolnd 5n the fleſh, made with hands, yee were at 
11s hes that time aliens from the Common- 
It WP: wealth of Tſrael, and. ſtrangers from the 
\_.._. Covenants of promiſe,&c. Whereby it 
ice al appeareth that God wil have bis Church 
ther ſe vitble to bee beheld in the world, - and 
d teſtis known by theſe ſacred figns,as Souldiers 
. -.* arebytheir Military tokens , and Sheep 
A ftrangn by the mark which the Maſter comman- 
' +. deth' his Shepheard to impoſe upon 
enguired, them. He commandeth Abraham to cir- Ge 17. 
thath thi cumciſe every male ig his houſe without **>"*+ 
: profit d diſtin&ion of age,top a fign of the Cove- 
mediate nant,& ſo to deriveir throughout their 
of way, generations,upon no lefle forfeiture then 14+ 
ecommit- the being cut off-from the number of 
. ___ Godspeople,as breakers of bis Covenant 
tion muf for deteR therein. ;He likewiſe enjoineth 
theunde; all nations to bee, baptized, ( amongft Mar 28.19 
e among} Whom the Goſpel is publifhed ) withour *' 
; then, {Ba any 


26 of the Sacraments. 


any limitation, either to age (or ſex, as | 
betore)adding this direQion only,thar it - 
be done in the name of the Father,and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; whereupon ; 
Verſzo. this promiſe followeth , And loe, Iam Wu 
with you alway, until] the end of -the pk 
world. Which is intended of the pre- WWW 
{ence of his Spirit ( though abſent in bo» W 
dy)by means whereot he maketh us par- Mt0 
takers both of himſelf and all his bene- i 
fits, from which if any be ſo uncharita« / 
ble,as to exclude Infants,they muſt needs 
be guilty ofan unwarrantable ufurpati- 
on, 'and ſeem no lefle then to deny the 
power ans efficacy of the Sacrament to | 
e from God alone, | 
Sacraments are more briefly defined to 'n 
be, ſacred fignes and ſeals,obje&ed to our f 
eyes, ordained andinfticuted by God,;that Iris 
by them he miglit the more declare and ya 
feal theprqmilſc of his Goſpel unto us. þ 
\; So thatthe Sacraments do not only ſerve 
\'*\. to fignifie what is promiſed, but alſo feal kittere 
$4 us that which is promiſed in the Goſpel; j * -»: 
(this isa borrowed kind of ſpeech taken /tywas'ss 
from a ſeal,which being put to any thing rbyw7y 
maketh a difference between that which | ys 
is :Authenticall , and that which is h ih 
| Of ik: 


f, Of the SALraMENts. : 27 
hc (orfy Of Cirenmeifion under the Law, God Gen. 17, 
(nor Gich co Abraham, It ſhall be a ſign of the **- 
eFaberah Covenant between me andyou. Which 
ol; vey Sc, Payl exprefſerhand expoundeth thus, 

; Andie} Hle received Circumciſion , as the ſeal of Rom.4.13, 
tho enddjthe righteouſneſſe of the faith which hee 
ded oftiej had, by tvhich he is ſaid to be the Father 
pnadſenyof Circameifion , not unto them only 
makethmy which are of the Circumeifion, but unto. Verſe 12. 
d all biikthenr alfo that walk in the fteps of his 
& ſoundy faith; whereby the differenceftil plainly 
theym1appears, and that the children of Belie- 
table ulqvers lad an hereditary right to Circum- 
hen todqyciſion, as well as thoſe who had actuall 
ie Sacrmfaith. The Holy Ghoſt working that 
inwardly, even in Infants, which the Sa- 
riefly dell craments being joined with the word do. 
,objeſttdy repreſent. 
ed by Gall There isfo neer a relatiotberween the 
re declanifign and the thing fignified,, that the 
oſpel ntScripture many times to dechre the re» 
) not or ur or want of the thing fignified;ab 
ed. but aliJedgerh che receiving or want of the fign. 
of ſpeedht Purge me with Hyſop, and Tſhall be clean: : 
| hg! and'T ſhell be whiter Mfg, | _ _ 
er ca v Ki be ops ny ys circumciſe thine Deu.30.6. 
heart, and the beart of thy [cel that th | 
"S "10 love the Lerdthy God he: b "ou 


Alt 
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. : . Allyee that are baptized into Ghrift have 


put on Chriſt. | X | 
60 . The cup ef-bleſſing which we bleſſe, is it nat 
1 Cor.xo, the communion of the, bloud of Chriſt? qnd the Ware 
x6. bread which we break, is it not the communion 
| of the. body of Chriſt? .' RY ...: 

. Sacraments therefore ſerve in theſame = 
ſtead that pledges do,tor they borh ſigni», WE 
fie that there is iomething promiſedunto. 
us, and withall they affure and con-, WV 
firm the ſame in reſpe& of the promiſe. Ku 
made. b 

Not that Sacramentsare ſigns of every 
promiſe wharſoever, but of the promite 
of Grace, pertaining not to-one private 
perſon only;but to the whole Church. 
Aa.z. 37, Be beptizedeveryone of you, ſaith St. Peter 
38. to thoſe that were pricked in their 
hearts upon hearing the Word. Yet was 
not this injun&ion confined tothem on- 
P for hee tells them in the next verſe , 
Vere 39. that the promiſe is made to them and 
their Childr Cs 
4T. Then they that gladly received his 
Word were baptized ( it being improper 
for thoſe that are of age to bee baptized. May, yt 
-. before they make confeſſion of their faigh) Fith{ 
and immediately it followes , that the 
fame day there were added to the Ciuech Worace 
| ue © 
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"Wh about three thouſand ſouls; which ſeems: 
- -, Not to bee intended of thoſe only that 
W441 gladly received his Word ( it being not 
"ja probable that ſo many ' Auditors ſhould 
mmm effcctually attend at once) but that thoſe 
.*,. Who were converted went home and 
nn tiefy baptized their children and families ,: by 
bothſy which means there were added that day 
miſedyy to the vifible Church ( the doore of en- 
and < trance whereinto Baptiſme is) about: 
the proj three thouſand ſouls, as the diſcontinu- 
..._ anceof the ſentence doth direftly feem 
ens oem to imply. WE | Cs eek. 
eprom When Sacraments are ſaid tobe viſible 
onepin fignes of invitible grace, -we thereby con- 
e Chad <£ive how. grace is indeed the very end 
ith $14 for which theſe heavenly myſteries were 


1 in | Inftituced. 
{Yen And beſides ſundry other properties 
tha OÞſcrred in them, the matter whereof 
nextiek *hey conſift is ſuch as fignifieth, figurech, 
they g #24 repreſenteth their end. . For as a fi- 
©  militude declarcth and <xplaineth thar, 
ied jj WhRereof it is a (imilitude;, fo the Sacra- 
improg en ts declare that whereof they are -Sa-- 
» lypcix CAwents, yet ſo that ſtill cheir efficacy 
ef reſteth obſcure to our underſtanding, ex- 
" tha ©<PE We ſearch ſomewhat more diſtintly 
Ne (jd what gracc in particular that is, where- 
AM -:- TD unto 
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unto they are referred, and what tmatiner 
of operation-they have towards it, 

The Apoſtles by fiery tongues, which 
they ſaw, were admonithed , :when the 
Spirit, which they could not behold, was 
upon them. - - yh | 

In like manneris it withus,Chriftand * 
his holy Spicigwith all their blefſed et- | 
fe&s ( though entring into the ſoul of : 
man we arenot able to exprefſe how )do | 
notwithſtanding give notice of the | 
times when they uſually make their ac- 
celſe; becauſe it pleaſeth Almighty God 
to communicate by ſenſible means thoſe 
bleflings which are incomprehenſible; 

Secing therefore that grace is a conſe- 

nent of Sacramentsa-thing which-uſu- 
ally accompanieth them,as their end ; a 
beneht,which-he that hath, receivech and 
hath from God himſelt,the author of Sa- 


craments, and:not from any other natu- hater 


rall or ſupernaturall quality in them; it 
may behereby uuderftood, both that Sa- 
craments are neceſ{ary,and that the man- ty 
ner of their neceſſity to life ſupernatural, 
Is not in all reſpetts as food unto natu- 
rall life, becauſe they contain in them- 
{c]ves no vitall force or efficacy. 
They are iadecdthe powertull inftru+ | 
La | | mENtS 
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ments of God unto eternall life, Andas 
ournaturall life confiſteth in the union 
of the body with the ſoul, ſo our lite ſu- 
pernatural in the union of the ſoul with 
God, which union of God with 'man 
- , cannotbe compleated without that inean 
 . between both, which is Chrift. 
To which purpoſe wee muſt likewiſe 
obſerve, that they are not phyſicall, bur 
l) morall inftruments of ſalvation'; dutics 
' of ſervice and worſhip to bee peiformed 
'! onour parts, as the author of grace re- 
quireth , otherwiſe they are altogether 
unprofitable, For- all receive -not the 
grace of God, which receive the {a- Joh.13.10. 
| cramentsof kis- grace: Neither on by 
| other ſide is it ordinarily - his will to 
; Row the grace of Sacraments on any ,*\. - 
rei but-by the Sacraments. Which grace (9): 
author! alſo they that receive by or with Sacra- : 
others ments,receive it from him and not from 
rintha them; for of Sacraments the very ſame is 
both the! true, which the wiſdom of Solemen obſer- 
thatthes veth in the brazen Serpent,he that turned 


. / 
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towards it was not faved by the thing Wiſd.r6.5, 
dats that he ſaw,but by thee that art the Sa- ' 
it; iis viour of all: HR | a) | | | 
my, = Accordingto thatof S. Fohn, Now are Joh. 15. 3; 
reals yee clean becauſe of the Word that I 2), 
Aa have 
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haveſpoken unto you, Whereby appears 
the neceſſity of Sacraments,becauſe Chriſt 
by them fſeverally deriveth that ſaving 
grace,which he originally is, or hath for 
the generall good of his whole Church, 
into every member of theſame. | 


AJ) Sacramentumeſt. cur res geſt viſtbilis 
- longe aliud inviſihile intus operatur. Ind: 

Sacramentum .eſt per quod ſub tegymento 

rerum viſibilium divina virtus (alutem: [ex '* ] 

_ eretius operatur,. Greg. 2 

" Sacramentum eſt ſignum ſiguificans effi» 

cacitey effetum Dei gratuitum,Oecolamp. 

Sacramenta ſunt ſigna & [ymbola viſibi« 

lia rerum internarum & inviſtbilium, per 

. +4ue, ceu per media Deus virtute Spiritus 

([antiinnobis agit. Contefl. Belg. 

_ |. Baptizabat Jeſus & non baptizabat,hap- 

tizabat enim quza ipſe mundabat, non bap= 

tizabat quia ipſe non tingebate. Tpſe viriute, 

711i miniſterio, Securus homo accedat ad infe- 

. riorem miniſirum, habet enim: ſuperioremn 


Magiſftrum. Aug. 


% 


(c.) - Tn nullum Religionis nomen (cu 'verum 
ſeu falſum coagulari homines poſſunt, niſt 
aliquo ſipnaculorum vel ſacramentorum viſi= 
bilium conſortio colligentur, quorum ſacre- 

Mmentorum ws enarrabiliter valet plurimum, 
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&* ideo contemta-ſacrilegos facit. Aug, 
| Remiſſio peccatorum. ſive per baptijmum, 
ſive per alia ſatramenta donetur,proprie Spi- 
ritus anti eſt. Cypr. Dey 
Homo aquam tantum tribuit , Deus au- 
tem dat Spiritum [anum, quo ſordes ablu- 
intur.: Hieron. | 


Tn aqua verbum mundat, detrahe verbumn (E): 
& quid eſt- aqua nift aqu#? Aug. 


of the Sacraments. 
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The End and Uſe of 


Sacraments, | 


RQt Hc uſc of Sacraments is but only 
TS) (SY in this life, yetſo that here they 
Wy EY concern a far better life then 

= this, and are therefore accom- 
-panicd with grace that worketh fſalvati- 
ON. 

Some who endeavour to ſhew the uſe of 
the holy ſacraments,aſſiyn them no other 
end,but only to teach the mind by other 
ſenies, that which the word dorh teach 
by hearing; and it is no wonder if ſuch 
think It a mere ſuperfluity that any Sa- 
crament (hou'd be adminiſtred to Infants, 


they being not capableof Inftruftion ; if 


to adminiſter the Sacraments be but only 
to teach Receivers what God doth for 
them. 

There is therefore undoubtedly ſome 
other more heavenly and excellencuſe of 
Sacraments. Let 


| 
| 
[4c 
' 


Of the Sacraments. 
Let reſpeCt be had to the duty which - 


every Communicantdoth undertake,and- 
we may well determine that they ſerve as 
bonds of obedience to God,ftritt obliga- 
tions to the mutuall exerciſe ot Chriſtian 
charity z provocations to godlinefle, 
preſervations from finne, and me- 
morialls of the principall benefits :of 
Chritt. | | 

Reſpect the time of their inſtitution, - ' 
and it thereby appeareth that God hath 
annexed them tor ever unto the New 
Teſtament as other rites were before with 
the Old. 

Regard the weaknefſe, which is in us g 
and they are warrants for the more ſecu- 
rity of our belief. 

Compare the Receivers of them with 
zuch as receive them not , and they are 
marks of diftinftion to ſeparate Gods 
own from ſtrangers. So that in all theſe 
confiderarions they are found to be moſt - 
neceſſary. 

Bat their chiet force and vertue ' con- 
&ifteth not herein ſo much,as in that they 
are heavenly ceremonies, which God 
hath ſanCtified and ordained to be adtni- 
niftred in his Church , firſt as markes; 
whereby to know when Ged doth: int- 
| "ROY part 
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part the vitall or ſaving grace of Chrift 
unto all that are capable thereof. And 
ſecondly, as means conditionall, which 
God requireth in them unto whom hee 
doth ordinarily impart his grace. 

Sacraments therefore are ſaid to be the 
inſtruments of God co that end and pur- 
poſe, Morall inſtruments,the uſe whereof 
is in our hands,the effteC in his. 

For the uſe we have his exprefſe com- 
mandement.for the efte& his conditional 
promiſe,fo that without our obedience to 
the one, 'there is of the otherno apparent 
afſurance:as contrariwiſe where the ſigns 
and ſacraments of his grace are not either 
through contempt unreccived,or received 
with contempt,we are not to doubt, bur 
that they really give what they promiſe, 


. and are what they ſignifie. For wee take 


not Baptiſme nor the Eucharift for bare 
reſemblances or memorialls of things ab- 
ſent; neither for naked figns and teſti- 
monies aſſuring us of grace received be« 
fore, but( as they are in deed and. in veri- 
ty) for meanes effetuall, whereby Gad, 
when we take the Sacraments delivereth 
Into our hands that grace available unto 
eternall life, whicheach particular Sacra- 
ment agth repreſent and fignifie, - , 
| n 


Of the Sacraments; 


And although it cannot be denied, but 
that ſundry the ſame effe&ts and benefits 
which doe grow and accrueunto men by 
the one Sacrament, may rightly be at- 
tributed unto the other; yet ought we 
alſo to take notice , that Baptiſme doth 
then challenge to it ſelf but the inchoati- 
on only of thbſe graces,the confirmation 
whereof dependeth upon myſteries enſu- 
ing. We receive Chrift Jeſus in Baptiſme 
once,as the firſt beginner; in the Euchariſt 
often,as being by continuall degrees the 
finifherſot our lite. 


Dum homini bonum inviſibile redditur 


foris,c1 ejuſdem ſipnifieatio per ſpecies viſtbi 
les adhibetur,ut forts excitetur, & intus-re= 
paretur. Hugo. | 
In ipſa va(is ſpecie virtus exprimitur the= 
dicine,ft ergo vaſa ſuit (pititudlis pratie 
 [acramenta non ex ſuo ſanant, quia vaſa e+ 
grotum non curant, ſed medicinia- Idem. 


D3 How 


Of the Sacraments. 
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How the Sacraments of the Old 
and New Teftament agree. 


PISFSG T will not be alrogether impro- 

4 J?. per, it by way of preparative , 

SY SP [ firſt ſet down here what the 

| Covenant or Tefament is, 

And what differencebetween the Old and 
New. 

In ſcripture the name of Covenant and 
Teftament aretaken alike for oneand the 
ſame thing,when they are ſignificantly to 
expreſſe Gods covenant; For both of 
them ſhew our reconciliation with God, 
or the mutuall agreement betwixt God 
and man. 

This mutual agreement and reconcile- 
ment 1s called a Covenant, becauſe God 
on the one ſide promiſeth ynto us certain 
bleſſings,and on theother fidedemandeth 
of us Bo a pledg ) our obedience, which 

mutuall 


Tama, of the Sacraments. 


mutuall compa&, or contra& between - 
| God and man, is ſealed and confirmed by 
Þ Ml outward badges and tokens, which wee 
"Wy call Sacraments, that is, ſacred figns, tes 
© ftitying Gods good will towards us, and 
_ +» * ourthankfnlnefſe and obſequious duti- 
, fulnefſe towards him. 
nent: fi It is called a Teſtament, becauſe this 
efanentq reconciliation was made by the death of 
4  * the Teſtator Chriſt coming between, that 
_ ſoit might be firm and ratified,or becauſe 
tealtopin Chriſt hath purchaſed this our recon- 
ywayoipen clement with Godby his death, and hath 
down hee left It unto us,cven as Parents at their de- 
x or Tee ceaſe deliver their goods unto their chil- 
ebermeend) dren. | 
For this cauſe (ſaith the Apoſtle) is he Heb.9.1 5, 
menos he Mediatour of the New Teflament, 
fiteforg Chat through death they which were cal- 
acforil led,might receive the promite of eternall 
Gant: ford inheritance. 
ry HAR! For wherea Teſtament is, there muſt 
"Hoyer" be the death of him, that made the Tefta- 


MENT, 


: als Forthe Teſtament is confirmed, when 
bY x WHEL: are dead; fort is yet ofno force, as 
(440)! , Ws 


«M0? long as he that made it is alive. 
me 00 This Covenant of God is but one in 
9 ; {ubſtance or matter, though two incir- 
& D4 cumſtances, 


**% F 
| beat 
—- 
; . 
a1 A 
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cumftances,for there is but one God, and 
one Mediatour between' God and man, 
Chriſt Jeſus, but one mean of reconcile- 
ment,one faith,one way of the falvation 
of all, who are faved, or have been ſaved 
from the Denning, tiny 

| The Fews were adopted into the ſame 
hope of Immortality,that we now are, as 
appears by the teſtimony of the Apoſtle, 


Rom.r, 2, who faith, that God the Father had pro- _ |} 


- miſed long before in the holy Scriptures 
by his Prophets, the Goſpell concerning 
his Son Jeſus Chrift. | 

Rev.13.8, LIareference whereunto,he is called rhe 
Lamb ſlain from the beginning of the 
world. | 

Joh.8,z6.* >  Whoſeday our father Abraham is ſaid 

:  torejoice to ſee, and hee ſaw it and was 
glad : which muſt be intended of the eye 
of Faith, through the. ſpe&acles of the 

Heb,r1,13- Promiſes, as is  /rhone in the Epiſtle 

_ © "to the Hebrewes, All theſe died in faith, 
and received not the promiſes , but ſaw 
them afar off, and beleeved. Where- 
fore though the Scripture ' ſometimes 
ſeem to ſpeak of the Covenant in ſuch 

a diſtinguiſhing phraſe, as if it were two, 

yet is it indeed but one in reſpe& of the 

more principall 'Conditions by m__- I 

er one 415 N= 


of the Sacraments, 


4 Godcombineth or compoundeth with ug 
| andwewith him. | SEP 
Is may be ſaid tobe two in reſpe& of 

the lefſe principal conditions,and touch- 

ing the manner of the adminiftration 
thereof, as alſo in the cleerneſle and evi- 
| dence,the old one being full of types and 
figures of good things to come , and in 

the continuance , that being but tor a 

time,viz, untill the coming of the 2eſ- 

ſias. TT | 

And in the manner of binding,that re- 

quiring obedience to the whole Moſaicall 

law,Morall , ceremoniall and civill; this 
only to the Moral or Spirituall Law,and. 
uſe of the ſacraments. / 

' Laſftly,In theextent, the Church being 

\ formerly incloſed and limited within the 

_ Fewiſh Nation, but now ſpread over all 

Nations.. Ando of other circumſtances 
of the ſame or the like nature,but in ſub- 
ſtance or matter it is but one, as isalready 

expreſſed, no Y 

In like manner is it alſo of the Sacra- 
ments of the Old and New Teftament, 

They agree,as in the Author (both be« 

ing inftituted by God himſelt ) 1o in the 

ſubſtance or thing ſignified , for the ſame 
things are offered, promiſedand fignified 


unto 


of the Sacraments, 


unto us in both; even remiſſion of finnesz 
and the pitt of the holy Ghoſt, and that 
by Chriſt alene, without whom no man 
ever was, now 1$,0r ever {hall be ſaved. 
AA. 4.1:, Neither is there ſalvation in any other, 
for among men there is given no other 
name under heaven whereby wee muſt be 
Toh. T4. 6. ſaved. 
He is the way, the truth, and the lite, 
no man cometh to the Father but b, him. 
Heb.13.8, Heis the ſame yefterday, and to day, 
and fo for ever. | 
- The Fathers had the ſelf ſame pledpes 
of the ſameadoprion that,we have, and 
1 C0719. aretherefore ſaid to cat the ſame ſpiritu- 
SoT. all meat, and to drink the fame ſpirituall 
drink, for they drank of the ſpirituall {teraric 
rock that followed them, and that rock {(hrift, 
was Chrift. | 
In'farther evidence of this, it is obſerva- 
ble, that the termsare ſometimes inter- 
changeablyapplyed to them and us. 
x Cor. 10. They are faid to bee baptized in the 
El 2. x1, Cloudandin the ſea. And we are ſaid to 
'*  becircumciſed with' Circumciſion made 
without hands,to fignifie,that in baptiſn 
we receive the ſame benefits that they did 
in circumciſion, ſo that we have no need 
of that cxternall fign which our he 
a 


. % 
% , 25.38 
, . 
: 
4, F 
(| 
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I had,being circumciſed within by the vers 

0k, wi tue of Chriſt, whereot our Baptiime 

Won js a moſt effeftyall pledge and wit- 

" bd. nefle. | 

Mz Wherefore, it isnot only Idolatry to 
DU MR ſeek another Communion of Chriſt then Vrſns. 

JW is in the Word, but alſo to ſeek another 

cammunion of Chriſt in the ſacraments 

of the New Teſtament, then which was 

t in the ſacraments of the Old. 

| But as the ſacraments of both Laws 

are equall and alike in very deed and 

! efficacity,ſo are they in many circumfſtan» 
ciall particulars divers, as the Laws 
themſelves are. 

As firſt, they differ in rites, whereof 

: alteration was made at the coming of 
Chriſt, thereby to ſignifie the ceaſing 
of the Old Teſtament, and ſucceeding of 
the New. 

Next in number, they were formerly 
more and more laborious,now-tewer and 

; More ea(y. 

Thoſe alſo ſignified Chriſt to come, 
= Chriſt .already maniteſted in the 

fleſh. 

Thoſe bound only Abrahams poſteri-Mar.28.19, 
ty, theſe bind the whole Church, of 
what Countrey foever. Baptize all 

Nations, 


— 


Mar, 26, Nations, Drinke yee all of this. 


27. 
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Thoſe were td itidure but till the 
coming of the Meſſi4s, theſe to continue 
unto the end of the world. 

"Andlaftly, thoſe more obſcure and 

dark , fignifying things to bee taani- 
felted, theſe more cleare and plaine , 
becatiſe they fignifie things already mas 
niteſted. nl | 
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Fr Of Baptiſme, and the neceſſity 


thereof. 


AAR Aptiſme is a Sacrament which 
Py > ſ God hath inſtituted in his 
Qs T 2) Church, tothe end that 

Fa thoſe who receive the ſame 


| might be incorporated into 
-., Chriſt, andſo 7 piers his moſt precious 


merit obtain, as well that ſaving grace of 
Imputation, which taketh away all for- 
mer guiltinefſe, as that infuſed divine 
vertue of the holy Ghoſt, which giveth to 
the powers of the ſoul their firl diſpofi- 
tion rowards future newnels of life. 
There are ſome that too much elevate 
. the immediate meanes of life , relying 
wholly upon the bare conceit of eternall 
election, without including a ſubordina- 
tion of means, without which we are not. 


ul attually broughe toenjoy what God'did 
ſecretly 


Of Baptiſme, 
ſecretly intend, thereforeto build upon 
Gods eleftion, andnot keep our ſelves 
to thoſe wayes, which he hath appointed 
men towalk in, isa preſumptuous and 
felt-deceiving vanity. 

Predeſtination bringeth not to life 
without the grace of externall vocation, ' 
wherein our Baptiſme is implyed, for as 
we are not naturally men without birth , 
ſo neither are we chriſtian men in the eye 

ofthe Church of God,but by new birth ; 
nor according to the maniteſt ordinary 
courſe of divine diſpenſation, new born, 
but by that baptiſm,which both declareth 
& maketh us Chriſtians;in which reſpe& 
 Wejuſtly account Baptiſme to be thedore 
of our auall entrance into Gods Houſe; 
the firſt apparent beginning of life, and a 
ſeal perhaps to the grace of EleGion be- 
fore received, but to our ſanRification 
here a ſtep that hath not any betore 
It. | 

It is a branch of belief, that Sacraments 
arein their placeno lefle required then 
Belief it ſelte : for when our Lord and 
Saviour promiſerh eternall lite, is it any 
otherwiſe then as he promiſed reſtitution 
of health unto Naaman the Syrian? Waſh 
and beclean; oras to them that were. 


of Baptiſme. * 
"5 ſtung with Serpents? Health by beholding Nu.z1.8, 
a thebrazen Serpent. TE 
If Chriſt himſelfe, who giveth ſalvati- | "8 ws 
on,do require Bapriſme, ir isnot forus, * 
that look for ſalvation,to ſound and exa- 
mine him, whether perſons not baptized 
may be ſaved, bur ſeriouſly to doe thar, (c.) 
whichis required, and religiouſly ro fear 
thedanger which may grow by the want 
thereot. 
| - Whenthe Apoſtle Paul ſaw men called 
to the participation of Jeſus Chriſt, after 
the Goſpe]l of God embraced, and the 


| Sacrament of lite received, he fearcth not 


| built 


Eph, 1.3, 


then to put them in the number of eleft _*. 


ſaints,he then accounteth them delivered © * 

from death, and clean purged from all 

finne. 
Whereas before that time,notwithſtan- 

: ding their preordination unto life(which 
none oulil know of but God himſelf) . 
what were they in the Apoſtles owne 

ma account,but children of wrath as well as EP" 2+ 3- 
others? plain aliens, altogether without *** 
hope, ftrangers,ntterly without God in 
this preſent world. | 

The neceſſity of Baptiſme may thus bee 

farther evinced; All things which either | 
are known cauſes, or appointed means, 
whereby 


Of Baptiſme, 
whereby any great good is uſually pro- 
cured, 'or men delivered from a contrary 
evil, the ſame we muſt needs acknowledg 
to be neceſlary, 
But eternall life is an extraordinary 
| benefit, without thought of contradifti- 
Plal.14, 1, on (Unleſſe from David's foole), and re- 
Joh, generation is neceſſary to eternall lite. 
FIGE And to our regeneration the Spirit of 
Chriſt is no lefſeneceffary then regenera- 
tion it ſelf is neceſſary unto life. 
And farther as the Spirit is a nedceffary 
inward cauſe, ſo unlefſe water were a 
neceſſary outward means to our regene- 
_ ration: what conftruftion ſhall wee give 
to thoſe words wherein we are ſaid to be 
Joh.3. 5: borne ( i 9/&- ) even of water? 
Or why are we taught that with wa- 
ter Ged doth purge and cleanſe his 
Church? 
Tit. 3-5; Wherefore doe the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
| term Baptiſme the waſhing of regenera- 
tion ? EP is 
A&.3.38, Or what purpaſe had they in giving 
| them advice to recetve outward Bap- 
| tiſm? | I 
Heb. 1% Andinperſwading them that it, did a- - 
vail much for remifſian of fins? 
" The concluſion therefore will ons 
| Sans / 


Of Baptiſme. 
rally follow from the premiſes, that Bap» 
riſme being 2n appointed means of great 
goodunto us, is in that reſpeCt to be ac< 
counted neceflary; 
In anſwer to this, the Anabaptiſts ſay, 


that by Water and the Spirit wee are to 
underſtand no more , then if the Spirit 
only had been mentioned, it being not 
improbable chat where the holy Ghoſt & 
Fire are joined together , it fignifieth 
no more then the holy Ghoſt reſembling 

Fire. 
Burt by way of return, let them take 
this for a mott infallible rule, thar in the 
expolition of ſacred Scripture; where a 
literall conſtruQgion will ſtand , the far- 
theft from the letter is commonly the 
worſt, and there is nothing more dange- 
rous then this licencious and deluding 
Art, which changeth the meaning of 
| words, as Alchimy doth or would doe; 
the ſubftance of Metalls, making of any 
\., thing what it lifteth, and bringing in the 

« 10 cad all truth to nothing. TT 

ih Amonegftall the ancient Writers it is 
. obſervable, that there is not one to be na- 
OT. . med,who ever did otherwiſe expound or 
fas? _- alleage the forementioned place; then as 
gy plying externall Baptiſme; and ball 
Eo E thats 


& 
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Of Baptiſme; - 
that, which alwaics received this and no- 
ather conſtruftion, bee now diſguiſed 
with a toy of novelty? 

The letter of the Law hath two things 
plainly and expreſſely ſpecified, Water 
and the Spirit; the firſt, asa duty required 
on our parts; the ſecond, as a gift which 
Godbeltoweth; and theremuſt needs bee 
danger in preſuming ſo to interpret it, . 
as it that clauſe which doth concern our 
| {elves were more then needeth. 

It nuſt not hence be inferred, that wee 
make Baptiſme a cauſe of grace , or that 
grace Is abſolutely tycd to Sacraments, 
for God is able to work ſalvation with 
them or without them, 

Thus much only is affirmed, that the 
grace given with Baptiſme doth fo farre 
forth depend upon the very outward ſa= aj 
crament, that God will haveit imbraced, 
not only as aſign or token w* we receive, | 
butalſoas an inſtrument ar mean where- 
by we receive the ſame. According to that j 


Eph.5.25, of the Apoſtle, Chriſt loved the Church , 
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and gave himſelf tor it, that hee might 
ſanAikie it & cleanſe itby the waſhing of 


make it unto himſelt a -lorious Church 


water through the Word, that he mi ht. RI wg. 


not having ſpot or wrinkle,&c, 


i S 


W 


Eo of Baptiſme. 
ly Thoſe places of holy ſcripture which 
Ui moſt inſiſt upon Sacraments as nceefſary 
to cternall lite,are no prejudice ro their 
{alvation,who want them upon ſoine in- 
evitable neceſſity, and without any fault 
of their own; tor it is not the want, but 
the contempt of Baptiſme that con- 
demnes. ES 
It werea very hard point , andnot a- 
greeable to the grace of chriſt, that thoſe, 
who are by any occaſion bevcft of Bap- 
tiſme, ſhould bee in the ſame condition 
as ifthey were bereft of the grace it ſelf. 
Whereforethe law of Chriſt, which in 
ſome conſiderations makes Baptiſme ne- 
cefſary,muſt be conſtrued and underſtood 
according to the rules of naturall equity, 
in the ſame manner as ſeverall other ſay- 
| ings in holy ſcripture concerning faith, 
love, hope, obedience, feare, ſervice of 
God, and the like,ought ro be,which are 
not to bee applyed to infants, deaf and 
ord dumb perſons, mad men, fooles, or any 
«1&0 that are uncapable, but to ſuch only as 
wathes Dave underſtanding,and are arrived at ca- 
' hens pacity ſufficient to apprehend the ſame. 
ith Examples are frequent, I will inftance 
"0 in ſome few. 


7 - Without faichit is impoſſible to pleaſe Hebart.& 
M7 þ God, E 2 What= 


52 of Baptiſme. : 
R0.14.23. Whatſoever is not of faith is fin. 
Joh, 3.18. He that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready. 
Joh, 8.47: Hethat is of God heareth the word of 
God, &c. | 

Theſe and the like places are to be read - 
with their due limitations, and not to be 
ſtrictly & generally applyed according to 
their literall conſtru&tion;tor ſuch 1s the 
lenity of Almighty God,that unto things 
altogether impoſſible he bindeth no man; 
nar is he to bee reputed ſo hard a Maſter 
that he will expect to reap,where he hath 
not ſowed, or gather where hee ſtrewed 
nothing, 

If that place of St, Fobn ( except aman 
be born of water) already infiftedupon, 
be now alleadged in oppoſition,the vin- :* 
dication will be eaſy, and the literall 
ſenſe ſo far maintained, as naturall equity. 
w1ll allow, which muſt needs deter mine 
the words there to bee intended of ſuch, * 
as when they may be baptized ſleight and ' 
contemn ir, not of {ſuch as either want | 
diſcretion or opportunity for election, 
and therefore cannot be capable of offten- tpn 
ding in the ſame manner with thoſe, Ty 
which have the advantage of both, Wren; 

In further purſuance of our purpoſe,we kb F4 
 - may Wag, 


may warrantably 'tconclude , that God 
hath not exaQtly tied ſalvation to the ſa. 
crament, becauſe he required not the cir- 
cumcifion of Infants untill they were'$ » 
days 01d: for ithad been a hard thing in 
| the Lord to have given command for the 
deferring of it but an hour, it the Child 
dying had periſhed without it. 
In which conſideration it 1s alſo obſer- 
vable,that David lamented more the death 
of his ſon Abjolom,then for his Child thar 
dyed before the eight day: which argues, 
that he was not altogether without hope 
concerning the Infant, but rather that he 
had a faithtull aſſurance of ics happineſle, 
as his expreſſions evidence, where he ap- 
peaſed his ſorrow upon this contiderati- 2 Sam. 2. 
on. I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not re. 23. 
turn to mee, 
| Moreover,wee know the promiſe was Exod, 2c 
, thus, Shewing mercy unto thouſands, 5 6. | 
though viſiting in wrath but unto the (7)- 
1; Third and fourth generation. 
' The Covenant is made not only with Gen.17.7. 
Abraham,but his ſeed alſo. | 
The promiſe is not only to thoſe ©8.32.39. 
whom God fhall call from afar off, bur to 
their children likewiſe. 
It the root be hely,ſo are thebranches, Ro. 11.16 
ſaith the Apoſtle. E 3 Jacob 
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Gena25.23. Jacob heing yer in his mothers belly,was 
Mal.1.233. beloved of God, & obtained the bleiſing, 
; a 12> And for farther confirmation ot this 
point it isaffirmed, thar if either of the 
x Cor, 7, parents do belieye, their children are to 
14. bee reputed holy. Which place (faith 
my Interpreter) doth both deſtroy the 0- 
pinion of them that would not. have 
Children tobe baprized, and their con- 
ceit alſo that would make Baptiime the 
very cauſe of Salvation; for the Children 
of the Faithfull are holy by vertue of the 
Covenant,even betore Baptiſm,to which 
Baptiſme muſt be added in reſpe& ot the 
command , as the ſcal and character of 
that holinefſe, Not that the Children of 
believing Parents are withour fin,or that 
grace is derived from their baptized pa- 
rents by propagation, or that God by 
Covenant and promiſe is tyed to iave 
thera in meer regard of their Parents be- 
lief,but upon this advantagious coniide- 
ration,that ſeeing to all profeſſors ot rhe 
name of Chriſt, this preheminence, above 
Infidels,is freely given, that the fruit of 
their bodies bringeth into the worldwith 1 
it a preſent intereſt and right ro thoſe | 
means , wherewith the Ordinance of {4 
 Chriſtis chat his Church ſhall bee fanfti- 4 
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fied; It is not tobe thought that he,who 
as it werefrom heaven hath nominated 
and defigned them unto holinefle by ſpe- 
cial priviledge of their very birth,ſhould 
himſfelt deprive them of regeneration and 
imward grace, only becauſe neceflity de= 
priveth them of outward Sacraments, 
without any averſneſle or oppoſition of 
their own. 


Suſceptus a Chriſto,Chriſtumg; ſuſcipiens 
non idem poſt Iavacrum,qui ante Baptijmum 
fuityſed corpus reggnerati fit Caro Crucifixt. 

CO. FEED ES 
Caro abluitur.ut anima emaculetur. Tert, 

Homo per aquam baptiſmi licet a foris 
idem eſſe videatur, intus tamen alter effici- 
tur , Cum peccato natus, ſme peccato re- 
naſcitur,prioribus peritſuccedentibus profi- 
cit, deterioribus exuitur, in meligra inno= 

- vatur,perſona tingitur, &* natura mutatur. 
 Eufeb. 
Tnſtitutio ſacramentorum,quantum ad deum 
autborem, diſpenſationis eſt,quantum vero ad 
heminem obedientem, neceſſitatis , quoniam 
inpoteſtate Det eftpreter iſta hominem (al- 
vare,ſed in peteſtate hominis non eſt ſine iſtis 
ad (alutempervenire. 
Quid aatem valeat, aut quid agat in ho- 
E 4 mine 
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'- mine corporaliter exhibita ſantlificatio [4s 
'- cramenti difficile eſt dicere,niſt tamen pluri= 
' mumvaleret, nox ſervi Baptiſmuin dominus 
© «cepiſſet. 


Minime ſunt mutanda que- inter certam 


. relationem ſemper habuerunt.” 


Gratia Dei non eſt alligata ſacraments, 
commune eſt lavacrum generations, ſed ip[a 
gratia non emnibus communis eſt,” Aug. 

Spiritus ubi vult ſpirat, fic eſt omnis qui 
rexaſcitur. 

Fideles ſalutem ex iſtis element is non 
querunt, licet in iſtis querunt, nex enim iſta 
tribuurt quod per iſta tribuitur, Hugo. 

Tolle aquam &-non eſt baptiſmus , tolle 
verbum &r non eſt Bering Aug. 

Mundatio igitur nequaquam fluxo, & la- 
bili tribuitur Elemento nift adderetur in 
verbo. Id. 

Conver ſio cordis poteſt ineſſe non percepto 
oi contempto Baptiſmo non peteſt. 


Sane fi it Milleſmam, quomods 7on In 
priemams | 


be "OMINCT 
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of Infants Beptiſme, 


SABER F there beany benefit in Bap- 
D J »ÞS tiſme( as hath beenalready 
WV FJ proved) then certainly the 
DJ, delaying of it ( although it 
were warrantable )) cannot 
be- commendable. Ls 
God hath ordained Bapriſme in fa- 
| vour of mankind,and to reſtrain favours 
Is an odiops thing ; ' toenlarge them,ac- 
Cceptableboth to God and Man. 
Can it be either a prejudice to Gods 
glory,oran injury unto our ſelves,to di- 
; Tpenſethe graces which God hath be- 
ſtowed apon us ? 
Nay rather there ſeemeth to be as great 
a neceſſity of adminiftring the Sacrament 
of Baptiſme, as thereis of receiving it, 
for when we withhold any in our power 
from the ſame, our ſtrifnefſe and nicety 
therein 


of Baptiſme. 
therein may redound to our own preju- 
dice, although it procure no diſfadvan- 
tage to them towards whom wee-ſhew 


IT.-- - . . 
- This may appear by the example of 
Exo.4. 24. Moſes, whom God puniſhed with ex- 
tream fickneſfle for negleCting the Sacra- 
ment of Circumcilzon ( the type of Bap- 
tilme) upon. his ſon, although hee did 
not at all affli&t the innocent, whole 
Circumcifion Moſes had overlong defer- 
red;. whereby we may ſufhciently under- 
ſtand ,. that they, whom Gods owne 
mercy-ſaveth withoutas , are notwith-, 
ftanding as much as in us lieth, even 
defiroyed (as may ſo ſpeak)when under 
unſufficient pretences wee defraud! them 
of ſuch ordinary. .outward helps, as 
are in our power,and we ought to admi- 
nifter. . T 
How God was afterwards ſatisfied with 
what was done, ( though performed-by 
Zipporab.) appears by his acceptation of 
the accompliſhment , in Moſes recovery. 
In like manner we find that Chriſt was 
diſpleaſed with his Diſciples for not ſut- 
Mar. 10.fering little children to be brought-unto 
+ himaddingthis charge; that they forbid 
them-not, forof ſuch (faith hee Yis the 
Kingdom of God, Let 


". . 
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Let us not therefore obſtinately op- ()» 
poſe the free grace and. mercy of God, 
who ſent his Son to ſeek ad to ſaye that 
which was loſt, by denying him to fave 
08 of what age,and by what means he plea- 
* ſeth. . 
-” For who dares pretend ſo much ac» 
quaintance with the unſcrutable myſtery 
of our ſalvation ( the undonbted pre» (8)- 
rogative of the Almighty alone ) as to 
determine that by Baptiſme, thoſe fans 
may not bec remitted,which for the neg- _ 
lect thereof may be puniſhed,, 

Let us therefore avoid all. curious and 
profane inquiſition beyond the compals 
which God hath revealed unto us, and 
with religious reverence ſtand amazed at 
his wonderfull wiſdome, . and ſay with | 
the Apoſtle, O the deepnefſe of the 2911-33 
riches of his wiſdom and knowledg,how 
unijearchable are his judgments,. and his 

dy * Wayex paſt finding out! | 

{ Iristheadviceof S, Auſtin, that who- 
ſoever hath either a child of his. own, or 

one that is.but bora in his houſe ( with- 

out any-nearer relation) he ſhould by no 
means defer to bring it to baptiſm, far it 

IS an act of injuſtice, ſaith he,thata thing 
which is beleft to be of ſo great and ex- 
celent 


, 
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| cellent importance,ſhould either bee neg- 
lIigently performed, or more tardily exe- 
cuted then conveniency doth require. 
Gregory Nazianzen allo having put the 
queftion,preſently anſwers himſelf after | 
this manner. What wilt thou ſay of 1 
Infants, that neither experimentally |; 
know the grace of Baptiſm, nor thelofle 
by want thereof, ſhall weebaptize them? 
Yes, by all means, faith he,' for it were 
better that they fhould bee ſanRifed, 
. though they are not ſenſible thereof,then 
to £0 out of this world without the ſeal 
and badge of their initiation into Chri- 
ftianity. : 
Letus not therefore bear ſo unthankful 
minds towards God, as not to acknow- 
| ledge iteven amonegſtthe greateſt of his 
endlefle'mercies, that by making of ns 
his own poſſeſſion ſo ſoon, many fdvan- 
tages, which Satan otherwiſe might 
take, are certainly prevented, and _ 
the firſt thing whereof we have occa- 
fion to take notice is, how much hath 
been done already to our great good, 
though altogether without our know- 
ledge. 2 


Non © 
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Non itaq; miſericordie gratuit e pertins- 
Ciſſima adverſetur inſania. Sinant filium 
 boming in qualibet #tate querere & jalvum 
facere quod perierat, nec de inſcrutabilibys 
qudicizs ejus audeant judicare > CUT In und 
eademque cauſa,[uper alium venit miſericor= 
dia ejus , (uper alium maneat ira, &c. 
Aug. «© | 

Us eſtenim tam vecors,qui ea neget per 
baptiſmum poſſe dimitti, que ſine baptijmo 
dicit poſſe puniri? Id, 

' Qmanomeſt juſtum ut res que tam mag 
na, tam preclara creditur , neglipenter, 
” fardius quam expedit ,- requirafur. 
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The Antiquity of Tnfants 
Baptiſme, 


$-22<Y[ beit Religion is not ſo much 
NS to be weighed by time as by 
truth, neither is it ſo mate- 
riall to enquire when it be- 
gan,as why it is to be conti- 
nued; yet it cannot beedenyed (which 
Tertullian doth averre) that the antiquity 
of Religion doth much conduce to teſti- 
fie the verity thereof,and the longer time 
it hach had of continuance the more it 
claims our obſervance , and binds us to 
obedience. 

Yet ſuch is the perverſe peeviſhneſfle of 
this preſent age ( wherein zeale hath 
drowned charity, andſcli-conceit meek- 
nefle ) that thoſe rites and ceremonies of 
the Church,which are the ſclt ſame now 
that they were when holy and vertuous 
men maintained they againſt propane 
an 
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Of Baptiſme. G3 
and deriding adverſaries, her own chil. 
dren haveat this day in derifion,contra- 
ry to that rule of S. Auſtin (which is ap- 
proved of by our beſt Divines )that what- 
ſoever the Church univerſally holdeth, 
being not the decree of any Councell,bat 
| received beyond preſcription , that wee 
may otright determin to be no leſs then 
 Apoſtolicall, 
What long experience of all ages hath 
found profitable, Jet not us condemn as 
follies and toyes,a lthough ſometimes we 
cannot givean exaCt account and reaſon 
of it.For they who wilfully oppoſe thoſe 
rites and ceremonies which are eſtabliſhed 
in the Church (ana are no wayes repug- 
nant to the word of God ) and continue 
in their oppoſition to the ſame, deſerve 
no berter denomination then to bee ter- 
med the ſeed of the Serpent ( that Sower 
of Sedition )) and enemies to peace and 
perie& union. For which we havea war- 
rant from the Word of God,Chrift him- 
ſelf commanding us to hold them asMa:t. 18. 
Heathens and Publicans that refuſe to*7 
hear the Church. - POW Rs. 
-. Gediis both authorand avenger of hisMt 10. 
holy Miniftery,He that receiveth you, re-** 
cciveth me; faith Chriſt, he that hearerh 
you, 
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Lu.10.16, you, heareth me, and he that deſpiſeth 


Heb. 13. 
17, 


you deſpiſeth me: 

Wherefore ſaith S.Paul,obey them that 
havethe overſight of yon, and ſubmit 
your ſelves,for they watch for your ſouls 
as they that muſt give an account, that 


they may doe it with joy and not with " !gu 


griefe, for that is unprofitable for 
you. 

From whence S. Bernard preſcribes this 
golden rule,that we muſt obey him as god 
who is inthe place of god,in thoſe things 
which are not againſt God. AndS. Auſtin 
ſeconds him to the ſame purpoſe, Where 
the voice of God is dumbe and filent, 
there the voice of the Church muſt be at- 
tended. 

We havethen a moſt forcible argument 
(able toconvincethe conſcience of any 
ingenuous chriftian ) drawn from the 
conſent of the univerſal Church,& teſtift- 
cd by their conſtant praftiſe,of admitting 
Children to Baptiſme, even from the A- 
poſtles dayes to this preſent time. 

I preſume there is no man doubteth but 
that the Apoſtles were inſpired by the 
holy Ghoſt. And that the primitive 
Church had the firſt fruites thereof in 
amore plentifull meaſure, then we now 


have, - 


of Baptiſmie, + 
have,wil follow from'our Sayiours pr6- ,, 
miſeto ſend them a comforter (to ſupply J,y,16. 7, 
his abſence)which ſhould guid them jnto 13. 
all truth, trom which ip: the later tinjes * 
ſome ſhould depart, giving heed unto 1 Tim, 4. 
ſpirits of Errour,and dotrines of devills, 7 > 

* which ſhould pradtiſe the art of diſguiſed 

perſons, and ſpeak lics through hypocri- . * * 
tie. Upon which conſideration we are © 
commanded tp ask for che 61d way,which Jer. 6. x6, 
is the good way, and walktherein, that” 
ſo'we may find reff for our ſouls: A lo q ST 
ro enquire ofthe former age, and'prepare * ach 


our ſelvesto ſearch of oar fathers; for we, 
arebut of 'yeſterday; *and are ignorant. 


Whereby it appears that it is not wats 
rantable to conſent to our own conteits 
only, but tobe confirmed by.their exam- 
ples that went before us. Again, to en- Deu. 4.32. 
quire now of the dayes that are paſt, 
which were before us, to 'remember the ». ., 
dayes of 01d, andconſider the years of fo «., * 7 
many generations. —  *" TO 
| But if any man be contentious ( 2. e, if 1 Cor, 11, 
he will not ſubmit his judgment to' the 3. 
4} Church, and be at peace and unicy wich 
+ Theſame,but tear in pieces that ſeamletſe 
[ir coat of Chriſt we have no ſuch cuſtome, 
han neither have the Churches of God, 


"bs | F That 


*, 
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That it was. the pratiſe of; the Apo- 
files ro baptize Infants (ro leave the evi- 
dence of Scripture for a fitterplace ) wee 
have the teſtimony of Origen, who lived 
wicking two hundreth years next after 

J is 
Hee having 'occalic onto alleage thoſe - 

Pſal.zr. 5. words of the Pani, ſt, ( (Behold 1] was barn | 
in iniquity , and in lin hath my Mother 
(Þ.) conceived we) addeth thereunto, that for 
= reaſon the, Church hath. received 2 
tradition from the Apoſtlesto adminiſter 

- Baptiſmolictle Infants. * . 

Ald S. Auſtin, . who lived within four 

kundre h years after Chriſt, Frinech after 
this 1 pianner, dg 

- GE). The conſlant. cuſtorye of our Mother 
the Church in baptizing Infants is no 
-: way to berejefted,nor by any means to 
'be thought ſuperfluous | » becauſe it isan jylmls 
_ Apoſtolicall cradition, otheqwiſe indeed jy 
* It ul admit debate , and were very 
fotl to be {cr upled _ 

. For the continuance of, it ſince, the 
** Hitory of all; ages of the Ghurch con= 
firms i it, neither; can. there be brought any 
one. inftance in any Church i in the whole 
world, that denyed Baptifme to Chil- 
Grey untill the {e& of Anibaptiſts aroſe 

in 


_ * ® 
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in Germany,fince;zhe Reto rmation began | 
there i the. dayes. of King Henry the | 


&J a kind gf 
SOpics, WHICH HEE, Was DOT, 36quainrgd 

with, they find harbour ( {aith hee ) 
nioegtt you in” duſtrie, Sileſia, Mlormvia, 

and. ſtich other Countreys Where the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt's ſuppreſſed,” butrhey have 

no acquaintance with us cixher in Eng» 

land, Germany, * Franse, Scotland, Dermarks, 
Gofpel of Chriſtis clearly preaghed.., 

: And whereas;it isalleaged by foipe of 
themblaſphemouſly, to be themark of the 

Beaſt; to comefrom AntichriRt,. and: pary 
ticularly from Pope Tnngcext the third; 

who lived about the year 1200.Let then 
take,notice wKat is affirmed both by Oris 

fen and Gregory Nazianzen, viz. that it 

it was ever the practiſe of the Greek 
Church, xo whom S. Payl himſelf prea- 
ched,and whoſe.caſtome is is yearly to 
excommunicate the Pope, © | 

S. Ferome alſo maketh mention of it in 

mew his third book againſt the Pelagians, and 
anti In his Epiſtle to Lets, © 
— Þ. as = HR 7: 
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'  $t.Cyprianin an Epiſtle to Fidus delive- 
"reth the ſame dofrin, with the conſent 

of 66 Biſhops for confirmation of the 
 * fame. Andlearned Mr. Calvin affirms it 
© .'tobeanholy inſtitution,alwaies obſer - 
ved and continued in Chriſts Church. _ 
' Moreover, it was the fitiall decree of the 
Councel of Carthage,many hundred yeers 
before the time of Innocent the third, that 
if any man ſhall deny baptiſm to little 
Children ſo ſoon as they are born, let 
him be anathematized.” Cyrill alſo upon 
Leviticus approveth the ſame; And Eraſ- 
mus(to mentionno more)wondered what. 
evill devil] entred them, who forbid the 
baptizing of Infants, which had been uſed 
by the Catholick Church for above four- 
teen hundred yeers. ts EIT 
'* Whereby' it is evident, that the verity 
of Antiquity is on our fide, and that the 
Anabaptiſts have nothing for themſelves; 
but fiftions and fond imaginations, be- 
ingdriven for want of reall aſperſions,tco. 
pretend the baptiſme of little Children | 
to be the Popes con:mandement, *'  *' 


=” Illud optimign, quod & primum. 
—— Dxod univerſa tenet Eccleſia, nec Conci- 
* * liz inſtitutum, ſed ſemper retentum eſt, Ky | 
| ni 
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nife authoritate Apoſtolica traditum redi(- 
- ſme creditur. Aug. FD 
- In quibus 'nihil certi ftatuis ſcriptura, 
mos Populi Dei, & inſtituta majorum pro 
lege tenenda ſunt. Aug. + lc 
Propter hoc Ecclefta,ab Apoſtolis traditio- 
- nem accepit parvulis Baptiſmum dare.Orig. 
Conſuetudo Matris Ecclefie in baftizan- 
dis parvulis nequaquam ſpernenda eſt, neque 
ullo modo ſuperflua deputanda,nec omnino cres 
denda,niſi Apoſtolicaeſſet traditio. Aug. 
Conſuetudo illa abeornm traditivne exor= 
dium (ump ſiſſe credenda eſt, ficut ſunt multa 
que univerſa eccleſratenet, & ob hoc ab A- 
poſtolis precepta bene credunt , quanquan 
{cripta nonreperiuntur. Id, ' 
Duicunq; parvules recentes ab uteris 
Matrum Baptizandos negat, Anathema ſit, 
Conc. Carthag. 
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: the "place of Circumciſion ;, 
With due inferet ERCesS there- 


7 DQ ar T- the opinion, of S. Auſtinand 


all ſound Divines whatſoever, 
that the ſacrament of Baprilm 
| doth anſwer chatof Circumci: 
f ion,as the ſacrament of the 1.oxds Supper 
doth the Paſchall Lamb. For that the 
Apoſtles,as we find, did attemperaxe, and 
in ſome meaſure proportion all their 
proceedings to the ſhadowes and figures 
of the Old Teſtament, 
— ThisS. Payldoth plainly teſtifie in his 
Epiftle to the Cols| frans, where he argues 
that Circymcifion is now no longer to 
be retained, as bein of- no uſe in the 
new Churchy which | ce proves by two 
'_ reaſons, 


- "Of Baptiſme: - a9 
reaſons. Firſt; becauſe wE RaveCirlhins Eol.z, it 
cifion notmade with hands, that is,{þi- 
rituall in Chriſt, for nowJs accomplifh- 

2990 edandfulfilled in him thaf' which was b 
P2%  Circumcihon prefigured and ſh: tied 
©... forhat without it wee are circumcifed y TR 
within by the vertue of Chrift. Aru. "II 
His ſecond reaſon why wee need not 
that external ſign which our fathers had, 
is, becauſe Baptiſme now hath: the ſame 
ſignification and uſe rhat Circumciſion 
had, being a moſt effeftuall' pledge and 
witnefſe of our inward reftoring and re- 
newing; ſo that being Baptized weeare 
compleat in Chriſt,not wanting Circum- Col, 2."12, 
cifion, as the words d oe direQly imply : (B.) 
This only is the difference, that Baptiſm 
is the ſign of the thing exhibited, which 
Circumcifion prefigured betore it was &&- 
band Ts FER TA, 
Moreover, that Baptiſm was ſubſtitu- 
ted in the room of Circimcifion , the 
common end to both theſe Sacraments 
convinceth,for they both are a fign of our 
flifeins adoption into the people vt God, anda 
eheays factament 'of onr adimiffion into the 
Jongeri Charch.'-: Circumcifion was inſtituted Rom,.11. 
ak inſ* tobe a ſeal bf the righttouſneſle of tairh, 
jw and for'the fame end allo is Baprifime in- 
radns as F 4 ſtituted 


Lo 
; 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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72. 
I Per-3.31, Nigared tobea ſeal of the;Covenant of 


race.and the free remiſſion of qur ſinnes 
by faith; not that the material] water of 
Baptiſm fayeth us, as thoſe waters which 


« 


bare up the Ark, ſaved Naah, but becauſe 


= 
Wyo 1 


Chriſt with his inward vertue, which the 
or $433: og Mae of re 
outward Baptiſme ſhadoweth, preſerveth 


us being waſhed. And why in theſe re. 
ſpeCts the Children of the faithfull under 
the (Goſpel are. not as capable of Baptiſm, 
as thoſe under the Law were of Circum- 
cifton, the Anabaptiſts never yet could, 
norever can bee able to yeeld ſufficient 


- reaſon, 


_ Hfthey alleage, that theſe cannot bee 
taught, I an(wer,neither could they. That 
theſe know not what is done to them, 
nar have any ſenſe of the Sacramenr;nei- 
ther had they, fave that they felt the pain 
of the knife, as theſe doe the coldnefle of 
water. Were they the ſced of Abraham 
according to the fleſh ? theſe are the (eed 
of Abraham according tothe promite, of 
which Baptifme is a {1gn,and the force of 
Baptiſme dependeth upon the 'promite, 
therefore wee may by no means deny the 


fign to thoſe to whom the things thereby 


repreſented are given. For ifGod made 
Infants partakers of Circumciſion wi be- 
$3392; 01 | cauſe 


Of Baptiſme. 
nts becauſe the promiſe was made to Abra- 
nn bay and his ſeed, why ſhall we not ſay the 
{ame of Baptiſme, ſeeing itis inſtituted 
for us in Nead of Circumcifion, and 
Chriſt the foundation of both, the ſame 
thing alſo figured in both,namely, Rege- 
"neration? Therefore let all thoſe that 
embrace the promiſe, offer their children 
* alſoto the Church to be ſigned with the 
im, ſign of mercy. +« 
If theyobjeR;that for thecircumcifing 
of Infants there is an exprefſe command, 
but not ſo for baptizing them. I an- 
ſwer with Muſculas,that upon due exami- 
nation this wil rather appear for us then 
againſt us. For in that we find a peculiar 
command of God extant, for conſigning 
j- the Infants of the faithfull unto the co- 
venant of grace, and incorporating 
| them into the Church of God, wee are 
tally affured of his -will touching the 
manner of adminiſtration of the ſacra- 
ments of our firftadmiſhon,which other- 
we ſhould not have been. | 
| And fince itis plainly exprefſed that 
7 the the Infants of the taithfull (whoſe father 
by Abraham is ) are partakers both of the Gen: x7. 
graceand ſign of the Covenant, and that 12,13,14. 
It is not. read that ever it was taken away (P-9 
| LE. Tk 


% 


=” Of Bayryſme. 
or repealed, what need is there after ſo 
manifeſt expreſſement of it in the Old, 
GO! il to ſetk another conimand for it in the 
verat.cum New Teſtament? Nay rather his not 
poreſt, ju- prohibiting is a ſubſtantiall argument 
ber, for our adminiſtration of itaccording to .. þ 
his br dice&tion;and foraſmuchas Chriſt 
did conimand nothing ſpecially of it, 
what ſhou}d be done with the Intants of 
the faithfull under the Goſpell, hee doth 
ſufficiently fignifie to his Apoſtlet, as 
Jews and brought up amongſt Fews, thar 
he taketh not away that grace, whereby 
he would be the God not only of them 
which belceved, but of their ſeed alſo,and 
would have the ſame figned up by the 
fignet of his Grace, which is Bap- .þ 
tiſme, | 
_ Chriſt came to fulfill the promiſes,not | 
to diſſolve them, ntitheris the'grace of þ 
God to his people leſſened or ftraitned 
more fince the coming of Chriſt in the gy y6, 
fleſh, then it was before ; to affirm this 
were highly to derogate from the grace 
of God, the fulneſſe of Chriſt in his Go- 
ſpell, ' and can be no lefle then a diminu- - 
tion'to thecomfort and conſolation of a 
Chriſtian. Nay, it werejexecrable blaſ- þ 
(s). phemy{ faith Mr, Calvin) to —_ _ hav... 
| rut & 30 


Of Baptiſme. 
alth | Chriſtſhould abridg thoſe priviledges to 
the therthildreti of thefaithtul under the Go- 
I Mt {pell,whichGod granted to' them undet 
is N thebaw; 
mn - Gvdentred into a Covenant with the 
Munges. Tews., which did alſo a&ually involve 
8 Cit their childreit,and gave them a ſign toc- 
0 ftabliſh the ſame, and ſhall we think that 
his afteQtion is not extended in as largea 
meaſure to the Church as it was to the 
Synagogue, or that the mercies of the 
WM (Goſpell are more reſtrained then the mer- 
cies of the Law, he having made a cove- 
nant With the Infants of Tſrel, and none 
with the children of Chriſtian parents, 
[if orithe hath, yet maſt we want the com+ 
tort of its confignation? for unleſfſe out 
children are to bebaptized, and ſo inti- 
| tuledto thepromiſes of the New, Teſta- 
ment, asthe Jewiſh babes were by Cirs 
camcifion, this mercy which appertain- 
eth''to Infants is ſo ſecret and unde- 
elared;that we want much of that mercy 
in'outward teſtimony, which gave them 
fatisfdion and affurance. 


"That Chriſt gave nd command againſt (x). * 
ity-and therefore that childreh ought to 
be:baptized; is'an argument uſed alſo 

botli by Bycanus and others, the firength 

"a FT * - Whireot 


of Baptiſme. 
whereof depends upon the perfe&ion and 
ſufficiency of the Scripture, which con* 
tains all things neceſſary both for know- 
ledge and practiſe, either in particulars 
or generalls, dire&ly, or by conſequence. 
Therefore nothing is unlawfull, bur izis . 
forbidden, and nothing neceſflary, either 
to be known or done, but it is therein ex- 
preſily or implicitly revealed & comman- 
ded.In farther anſwer to their argument 
ot (non. legitur ) you have no ſcripture for 
it, let me ask them, where they find 
women by name admitted to the Lords 
Supper? (and the conſequence of the lega- 
lity of the one,is as apparent,as of the 0+ 
ther).Or where doth the New Teſtament 
command literally the {anGifying and 
keeping holy the eight day from the cre- 
ation, or the firſt day of the week,called 
now the chriſtian Sabbath? Or where do 
they find the rebaptizing of any required, 
which were baptized in _ infancy 
(although it be their own generall pra- 
iſe, from whence their title proceeds) ? 
Again, where doe they read that the A- 
poſtles where baptized, for Chrift him- 
telf baptized none > Therefore to argue 
from the not written, to the not doing, 
argnes a great deal of weakneſſeand wil- 
fall preſamption. ; It 


of Baptiſme. 

It is true, that for Baptiſme we have 
no day fer, asthe Jewes had for Circum- 
cifion, therefore in the judgment of Cal- 
vid,we have thie greater liberty. And in 
the meaning of the law of Chriſt, it 


butzz.. brlongeth unto Infants capable thereof 


(which are the Infants of beleevers only) 
even from the very inſtant of their birch: 
for wee hayeit by common expericnce, 
that in all obligations, where nv cer- 
tain day is fixed, the ſatisfaQtion is pre- 
ſently due. © 

If any urge the praiſe of the A- 
poſtles for baptizing men. arrived at 
years of diſcr od them take notice, 


him ml as the AbSies dy becauſe hee is © 

of age ſufficient to render it. Let them Inter Eccles 
remember alſoto put adifference b:tween fam conſti- 

 achurch not conſtituted, and-a church  EN@E-IM 


» Conftimm- 
* IaMe 


already conſtituted : In the firſt thoſe 
that are of a competent age, and Capar 


city muſt be firſt taught, and: afterwards 
if they doe beleeve, be baptized, firſt 
themſelves, and then their children ( as 
in the caſc of Circamcifion ), But in 

the 


78. Of Baptiſme, 

"> Ny Jatter { a Church already ſetled ) 
where meh” profeſſe the chiifian f th, 
and the Goſpel! of Chrill there [fi akits 
muſt firſt be baprized'; "ad afterwards 
raught, when they arecapable of it. Ac: 
cordirig to the expreſle” diftate of our 

Mar. 4. Saviour Chriſt, * Goe and tnake' Difa- - \ 
19,20. ples of all Nations; ( for ſo the word 
( HADTEUTETE ) imports d] baptizing then 
in thename of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, ( Dies 0774s ) 1 tea” 
ching chant to obſerve alt things whatſ6- 
ever [| have commanded you. NE 
Sen.17, When Abraham was conmarided tg xcir- 
"8 Hue bwwery Male in his family, no 
doubt but th e men” of” Fey houl my 
Gd; Were I diſcretion” 


' 


: "% unto future! ir Hrs and” repentance,” as 
well as the children of the ewes | were 
-- circumciſed, to future faith and repent» 
= tance? © 
' The Apoſtles could not. . otherwiſe de- 
meain thenſelies, 'butthat they muſt fir 
preach t the Goſpell to thoſe that were of [oy 
6apacity to xecelve it ,. xequiring fajch be pratl 
an 


®. 7+» 


79 


| +0? 168 I 


WS, 


Ya tifme?:;: 


. 
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Or furthe 


® = 
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eco and of&hriſt is,Go and (1): NE 
baptize all Nations; . apd why, ſhalliwee . 5 
adventure to exclude children from the — 1 
number? - ORE: ES Tan ey 's SOIT 

When David exhortethall people and all Pla-rr7,r; 
Nati9ns to praiſecheLord,he afterwards 
thus,cxplains bimſelf, Young men andPil. 148. 
Maidens,Old menand Children,let them**-"3: 
praiſe, the namegfthe Lord. ' For ontofp;1 8 .- 
the mouths of babes and ſucklings, haſt * * 
thowordained ſtrength, and made perfeAMar,zx.16. 
the praiſe... --, * SERIES. 
_ When 


$o .  .. Of Baptiſme. 
Gen, 18. When God publiſhed his promiſe to 
15, Abraham, that in him ſhould all the 
Nations of the earth be blefſcd ; itis evi- 
dent, that Children were comprehended 
within the number, for in another place 
Gen,12.3. It is thus more plainly expreſſed, In thee 
ſhall all the families of the carth bee * 
bleſſed. Whereby it appeares, that in 
{cripture phraſe the word Nation com- 
prileth children alſo. © | | 

(K.) Where the command is univerſall it is 
 Aſuperfluous to expe the rehearſall of 
_ 77 each particular. Let it ſuffice that Chriſt 
4 himſelf calleth all unto him;he is the Sa- 

x Tim. 4. viour of all men, ſpecially of them that 
I0. belecve. Hedied for all: Ic being rhe 
: ”—_ 3- graceof God that he ſhould taft death 
Heb.” 2.9, Or all men. Who! will that all men 
1 Tim. 2. ſhall be ſaved;and cometo the knowledg | 
4 of the trath, And ſince Chriſt js plea- 
ſedto beſolarge and bountifull in the 
promiſe of his grace, it becomes not us 
'to be ſuch niggards in the diſtribution of 
the ſign, asto reſtrain it'to thoſe only 
that aftually doe beleeve, or perſo- 


pally attaine the knowledge of the 
eruth. k2. 


Toenquire yet a little farther, it is no -[fith 


good argumentto fay, that becauſe the 
Apoſtles 


off Baptiſme," 
Apoſtles baptized ſuch 'as were of full 
age, therefore they baprizzd no Infants; 
* for then we muſt, by the ſame reaſon,con® 
_ Eliide;thar becaiiſe God is called the God 
of the Tjraclites, he is not alſo the God of 
the Gentiles, Or that the Gentiles doe not 
© belong unto him, becauſe the promiſes 
l made'to Abraham,and his ſect only : : And 
that becauſe the heart of the King is in a 
more peculiar manner fajd to bee in the 
hand of the Lord, therefore the hearts 
of other men' are not in his hand 
alſo. 

Didthe Apoſttes then: [: Ives at the vii 
liſhing ofthe Goſpel through the world 
baprize only the houſbsldets which bes 
Iceved? did they not baprize whole houſe 
holds likewiſe? ' p 

As Lydia and her houſhold. - ''* AR.t6.6; 
The Jailor and all his; - orall that be= 33, 


longed unto him” '( as it is In another 
Tranſlation.) ' 


- Andlaftly; the houſheld of Stephangs: 
In like manner Abraham himſelf believed 
{> before he was circumciſed, but after that _ 
"of # all the Males of his: houle were admitted 
likewiſe, * 
''Tfit be obje&ted, that icte is no expreſs Np 
mention made of-children in'any of theſe 
LILRN G tamilies 


of Baptiſme. 
Gmilics before recited ; I anſwer, that 
= are ſcrvants of cither ſex named, 
or any perſons of any relation whatſo- 
ever,particularly and diſtintly nomina- 
ted, of which theſe families ſhould con« 
' fiſt, yet can it not be ſuppoſed but that \y 
there were of both ſexes and conditions - i 
in ſqme of thoſe families, if not in all, 
Neither is it-credible, that in all thoſe 
families ſo much blefſed by God, and { wyli 
converted to the Chriſtian faith , there | jytkin 
ſhould be no women fit to bear children, | wid 
but all prove barren and unfruittull, 
Now if there were atny-children and the 
Apoſtle had not baptized them,he would 
undoubtedly have taken ſome occaſion to 
have excepted them, as hedid others in | 
1 Cor. 1. thelike caſe.I thank God 1 baptized none | 
4 of you, &c. , 
' Moreoverthat the word Houſhold or yy 
Houſe implyeth all within the houſe, 
whether children or others, . will cafily 
appear by the extent of the word in other 
places of Scripture where there is occafi- | 
onto make als of it. | 
Gen. 3%. When Leah had born many children to f 
09, OC. Jacob, he began as the order of naturere- jojrd 
ITim,g.8, quircth, to conſider of, providing for yy. 
and to chas purpoſe begantoplead & thl 
FIT; . With =-..7 


'TY 


KfZeptiſee. © 2 

with. Lahan, and tell him what ſervice hee 

had done him, for the inch which hetiad 

beforchee came was increaſed to a'multj- 

tude, adding this in the concluſion; And gen 30; 

now when ſhall I provide for mine'own 30. 

houſe alſo?  *'* a ney 

_ © Pharaobs injunCtion to 7oſeph to bid'his Gen: 45; 

brethren - that they bring their father” 19318, rg, 

and their houſhotds and _ tro hin, a 3 

explained in the next verſe ,” to extend ,,_ ; 

oo heli wivs, cheir children, &c: as is gn 

evident alſo in the Chapter follow- 6, ;. 

ing. Wo 
Laſtly ( to omit other inftances) when 

David ſers forth the goodnefſe of God 'in 

generall terms, faying, He will blefſe the Pſ.r15,12; 

houſe of Iſrael, he will blefſe the houſe of 

Aaron, he preſently deſcends to particu- : 

Jars, He will blefſe both ſmall and great, Vet.13314. 


you and your children. | 
Since therefore our Saviour Chriſt hath 

not only in generall words invited all, 

but by particular acceptance hath given | 

us a warrant to bring even Babes unto T& f;{pr; 

him, let us neither hazzard his diſplea- Lu.i8.15, 

ſare,nor adventure their or our own pre- 

Jadice,by detaining any from him (ſo' fair 

as 8 in our power)or rebuking thaſe that 

would do their duty herein. And how can 


- 


84 "Of Baptiſme. * 
infants bee {aid more properly to come, 
or.to be brought to Chriſt then by Bap- 
ot 
© Thereremains yet one objection. If 
' Baptiſm ſucceed Circumcifion(ſay they ) 

, tthenareMale children only to bee bapti- ..; i 
Nullum .fi- zed, To which I anſwer, that no parallel 
mile quatu- holds in all particulars. By Circumciſion 
&r pedibus ygax teſtified the ſantification, which did 
"07. agree both tomen and women, though 

' the bodies of Men children only were 
imprinted, becauſe by nature only ca- 
pable of it, yet ſo that the women alſo 
were through them after a ſort partakers 

. and companions of the Circumciſion. 
The caſe is otherwiſe in Baptiſme, both 
are alikecapableof it, and both alike 
to. bee partakers of it. Let it ſuffice 
therefore that although it dge not ſuc- 
ceed- Circumcilion in IF: circumſtance, 
yet they agree, in the thing fgnificd, 
which is the inward myſtery, in the 

-,:,-;- promiſes ,; the end, the 'uſe and efh- 
Ry” STE | | 
Wherefore we will conclude that in 


as 


Of: Baptiſmg, * 85 


as the Apoſtle mentioneth theirbeingun- 1 Cor. 10« 


der the cloud; and . paſſing;:through. the 7+ 


ſea, where he maketh that a type of Bap- 


tiſme, ſaying,they were all baptized:( as 


to: the outward fign ) inthe cloud, and yerfe 2, 


in the ſea , none excepted.3 .- where--Iit is 


-obſervable; that upon a-/particular e- | 


numeration they are computed: to;bee 

about fix. bundreth . thouſand : men on Ex6,12,35 

foot, .that.' were men, beſide: 'Children. : 
Now we know that the:tfuth oranti- 

type is larger then the type,and of grea- 

ter conſequence, therefore yyee cannot 


.otherwiſe detgrmine but: that: .Baptiſme .. . : 


*. 


ought without all diſpute.or controver- 
fieto be conferred on Infants allo under 


the Goſpel. 
Venit Chriſtus &-<dedit nobis_ſecundays 


circumcifionem per Faptilmum regeneratio- 
nis,O purgavit animas woſtras. Orig, 
Illa fuerunt promiſſiones rerum complen- - 
darum,hec ſunt indicia completarum. Aug. 
Hic aqua adverſatiis ſemper beret. 


"Dr. F eatley. 


Si qui[q, in bac re aufforitatem divinam 
querat veraciter conjicere poſſumus quid 
valeat inparvulis ſacramentum bapti{miex 
circumciſtone carnis. Aug. 7 *s. 


'V6 ; Hf Buptiſene. 
(BY. 7 - -..N5f forte -arbitramur Chiiftumn (us: ads 
"Y ” ; phi Arie minuiſſe, aut decurta(- 
ji Fe 3 quod execrabili Hagheyaie non vacat. 
: }Catrin, - 4 tas 
by '& Infantes' fn btizunds quia nnſquay 
2: rprobibetur, Bachan<:: . - *:: :; 
(6) In ontnibus cnim ob ligationibu ubi die 
"900 penttur prejenti die debetur, 
« CA.) '! ': : ':-Exemple non ſunt. Canones rerum agenda- 
-- pan; verbum Domini omniun rerum Ca- 
"mon eft, Prenr, 
), --* , Annonpueri inter:gentes- comprehendun- 
"67 Ifid. 
©): - -'1 Univerſali mandtepoſito pars ejus Hepes 
© T3100 cog. 


of Baptifone? 


"es ſip 6 


meas $$$4$$44+036+$++$33:4444 
ek Rees Rds 020 as egy 
rh $005004404004000420:04-04 


Antipedobaptiſme exami- 
ned, | 


26M His Error of the Anabaptiſts(for 
Ig) ISS they have many ) is grounded 
| upon Ignorance, they not 
| knowing what Baprifme is,and 
therefore pretending faith'and repentance .- 
only to be the effence of ic, which becauſe 
children are not capableof, they are not 
ſay they to be baptized. i | 
To this purpoſe they produce ſeverall 
places of ſcripture, which'( prima facie ) 
"ag conduce -much to their intent, 
Repent and be þaprtized every one of AR.2."38, 
Ou. Tag \6 | 
f Hee that fhall beleeve and be baptized , Mar. 16: 
- ſhall be aved;o oe C3 36. 
Andbecauſe faith cometh by hearing, Ro. 10.17. 
they infiſtalfo upon theſe words,' ' Goe Ma, ,8 
and teach all * Nations, *-baptizing-19, 
G 4 them 
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them in the name of the father, &c. 

Now becauſe repentance, faith, and 
teaching-are inthe order of the words ſeb 
before ;baptizing, they 'are'apt. to coh- 
clyde that they have their.end, and u»on 
this preſumption deny baptiſme to all 
that are npt. capable :.of ..the. premi- 
OT One y ny 

To which I an{wer,firſt,that although 
Infants arenot capable of repentance,in- 
ſtruftion , or the like,. becauie therein' 
they muſt be aftive,yet may thevebe capa- 
ble of baptiſm, becauſe therein they are 
meerly paſſive..{As it was in Circumciſt- 
gn, which althaugh it were a ſign of re- 
pentance,and a ſeale of faith,yert were In- 
fants circumciſed. t 


- 


And what if wee ſay with Mr. Calvin, 


that Infants-are baptized to repentance, 
and faith tocome? which two,: although 
they be not as yet formed. in. them, © yet 


the ſeed of both lieth hid in them;, 
/ through the. ſecret aperation of the 
Spirit, whoſe fruit ſhall afterwards ap-: 


And whereas they require a&uall faith: 
. nd repentanceas necetfary to baptiſme, 
_ + they cannot bug know, that aftuall faith 
_ . and repentance: is as much required 'in 


ſcrip- 


. 
C2 
i 
: 


het 
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s ah ſcripture phraſe to juſtification and fals 
a vationas to baptiſme, 
” "gh yee repent yee (hall all likewiſe Luk, wh $. 
er 
F -Repent therefore and be covered, this Ads 3. 19, 
| your{ins may be blotted out, . 
>» Aman is tified by faith. _ -. Rom.3.28, 

. Hee that \'#: Prat "hall not: bee dam- Mar.16.16, 
we 

Withour faith it is Injpei ble to vleaſe H Heb.rs. 6. 

n God,ftor he that comerh Lo him muſt be- | 
leeve. _ 

Now if the want it of aQtuall faith =} 
repentance, even in the judgment of the 
Anabaptiſts themſelves,doth:not debarre 
children from juſtification and ſalvation, - -- 
why ſhould it any- more an chem 
_ from bapriſme 2. Freed 

And ſeeing that-:the bleſf ng of Abri- Gal. 3.14, 
ham-is come upon the Gentiles, even the 15,17, 29. 
covenant of grace not abrogated-, but: 
continued and confirmed, and God. ha- 
ving ordained a law that children ſhould Ca 
be within the covenant, and have the ini- ,, 1x, os 
tiall {cal thereof, let them ſhew where that 13, 14. 
law is repealed,ſo that children may not 
as well have the initiall ſeal under the 
Goſpel,unlefſe by -thecoming of Chriſt 
ny are debarred from ſome manifeſta- 

tion 
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tion of Gods grace to them, which before 
they were partakers of ( as hath been al- 
My ready urged). + Pa 
Heb. 8.8, That Covenant or Teſtament , which 
3S- - theApoftleſpeaks of, as the Old Tefta- 


ment abrogated, was not in referenceta {4 


' the Covenant made with Abraham(which 
Gen.7, 7. was the elſentiall covenant of grace )'for 
rig 2. 4%. how could it then be termed, an Ever- 

a1, G1, . 1aſtir Lew , 

Lg ing Covenant? 

Heb. 8.9, _.But in reference to that which hemade 
Je.31.3z. with the Iſraelites, when hee took them by 
the band to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt,which covenant they brake.For the 

ſame Apoſt.explaining himſclt afterwards 

Heb, 9. x, tellethns wherein that firſt teſtament did. 
10, conſiſt, namely, in meats and drinks, and 
divers waſhings, and carnall rites only, 

. which were enjoined-untill the time of 

-. Reformation. So that although it bee 
termed a New Teſtament , yet it was be- 

fore promiſed, and to it thoſe ourward 

things had reſpe&, whereupon it fol- 

- Jows, that Chriftſhed his bloud alſo for 

: thefathers,, and was ſhadowed by thoſe 

old ceremonies:, for otherwiſe unleſſe 

they had ſerved to repreſentthim they had 

been nothingat all profitable. Where- 

fore this Teſtament is called the later,nar 

. 3 


,whibs 
bath bees 
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in relation to the vertue of it, but in re- 
ſpe of the time wherein the thing ir ſelf 


Went. 4 Was fanifhcd, 
Ol = --,.- This will yet appear more plainly , if 


references, VE. confider the words of St.Payl to them 
N 1. of Antiochia. | 
an(wh  Andwe declare unto you,that touch- ag, x, 
grace )'t ing the promiſe made unto the fathers, 32, 33. 
a I God hath fulfilled it unto us their chil- 
', dren, inthatheraiſedup Jeſus. 
. In which reſpe& it is termed an Eyver- 
laſting covenant (as before) even the ſure 1fai. 55.3 
mercies of David , that is,the ſame cove- 
nant wWhichthrough my mercy I ratified 
and-confirmed to David that it ſhould be 
eternal], In relation to which the Apo- , Sam, 7, 
{le proceeds farther. Now as concerning 13. 
that he raiſedhim up from thedead, no. 
-more to return to corruption; hee hath 
faid thus,] will give you the holy «hings 48.13.34, 
of David which are faithfull. Now ithey 
.arecalled the'Holy.:things( or (gratious 
bojunties)of David in the paſflive fignifica- 
tion, becaufe God. beſtowed them upon 
Daevid,and thiey are termed faithfull after 
the manner of ſpeech, which the Hebrews 
aſe,” who term thoſe things faithfull that 
are ſteady and ſure, ſuch as never alter nor 
Change : ſo that bad Chriſt tarried/in 
FPS Een death, 
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_ death, hee had. not been the true ſon' of * 
God, neither had the covenant, | which 
was made with David,been fure.:.: 
Bat to return,as faith and. reperitance ef 
- were not the eſſence of Circamcifion,but WF% 
the outward circumciling of the fleh,and. 
the inward of the heart; ſo neither are 
they theeſſence of baptiſme, but the out- 
mg waſhing of water and the inward of 
the Spirit. | 
St. Auſtintaking occafion to-coni der 
baptiſme -and circumciſion together, 
diſconeſerh after this manner, *- * 
- Abraham (faith he) was jaftifiedbefore 


AR10 -'* he was circumciſed,even as Cornelixsalſo 
*+: was indued with: the wory and warn 
.- he wasbaptized.- | I ©: 
Rom.4.11, The Ts addeth farther concernivp 
 Abrabarh that he'received Circumcifion, a 
+727... *eal of the righteouſneſit of the: faith, 
which he had :being yet uncircumciſed, 
Notwithſtanding which, he is comman- 
- ded to: circumcife 'every Male child of 
eight. dayes old; when: they-tannot ( ki 
'bee. ſaid "(o to beleeve,, that it ſhould Walk 
bee imputed: to them. for righteouſ= Wy 
neſſe;- /Wherefore -as 'in Abrqham--Ju- 
ſtification by faith: preceded: Circum- 


"cla! s i in corieliu baptiſme''did 
ſucceed 


« = 


| 
| 
| 
|- 
| 
| 
| 


le tre fy ſucceed his ſanRtification with the holy | 


of-Baptiſme. eg 6 


a, "vj Ghoſt. 


C Tei; 7 


And as in Iſaac the fign of his juſtifi- 


'epetity cation ( that is Circumciſion ) obtained 
ncigh , che firſt place,faith it ſelt following in his 
elleſhg.. increaſing age; ſois it with Infants now, 


Neither. 


the . ſacrament of their regeneration 
(namely Baptiſme) hath the precedency , 
in order to which, (ifat yeers of maturi- 
ty, they ſhall embrace true Chriſtian pie- 
ty) the conſequent will be converſion of 


3 7 
9 * -» 


their hearrs unto Chriſt , the myſtery |. © 


whereof they had betore received in their 
bodies. OO Enya 
From whence it will of neceflity fol- 
low, that teaching, aQuall faith'and re- 
pentance muſt bee underſtood to bee. ex-+ 
pected only from the adulted, ſuch as are 
arrived at yeers of diſcietion; and that 
the want of them'can no more deprive 
infants now of their right to baptiſme, 


then formerly it did of their qualificati- 


on for Circumciſion. | | 
In thenext plate, whereas they inſiſt 
upon the order and diſpoſition of the 
words, accounting that to be of preva- 
Iency to their purpoſe,” upon impartiall 
enquiry they will find this argument to 


retuin upon themſelves. 
dF, For 


La a. & = - 
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Mar.x 4. Forit is ſaid of Jobnthar he did bap- WW 


tize in the wilderneſſe, and preach the 

baptiſme of amendment of lite,tor remif> 

fton of ſins. X oh 
Andin that place , which themſelves 


are pleaſed to urge, where Chriſt gives WF , 


Mat, 28, command to his Apoſtles to go and teach * 

I9. (as the Tranſlator renders it ) all Nati- 

20, ons, baptizing them,it follows,teaching 

them to obſerve whatſoever I have com- 

Mzww7wv- manded you. ( Not that there is any 

az7%. Tautology inthe words of our bleſſed 

een Syiourgtor they differin their Originall 
Toy" as is already cleared.) 

So that the ſum of the Apoſtleſhip is the 

publiſhing of the dofrine received of 

Chrift throughout all the world,and the 

miniſtring T” the ſacraments thereupon, 

the efficacy of which things dependeth 

not of the Minifters,but of the Lord. Nei- 

ther is it required of Intants that they be 

taught the commands of God before they 

be baptized, but only that they bee made 

Diſciples (according to the intent of the 

Word) thar is, that they be born within 

the ſchool of Chriſt , offered unto. God 

by their belecving Parents, and underta- 

ken for that they ſhall bee brought. up 

in the Chriſtian Religion , which 

| | hl RD + 16924 
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ſerves to them in ſtead of their profeſſ;« 
On. .,., $70 ENS er, 
For farther ſatisfa&ion that the word 
( «a97woz7s ) fignificth not properly to 
Teach,.but to Make Diſciples ; let them 
lookÞþack to the precedent chapter of 
taf- Matthew, where mention is made of 
| aA rich man of Arimathea, named oſeph Mit. 27- 
( 3s 5 &v]856padmmwor nd ys ) who him-5T- 
; felf alſo was Jeſus Diſciple,for to render 
it otherwiſe, according to the former 
Interpretation , would amount to fuch 
an abſurdity 2s themſelves are bound-to 
diſallow. 
| Neither doth our Saviourin that place 
preerive to his Apoſtles whom they (hall 
aptize,and whom not, but only laics 
this injun&ion upon them , that they 
baptize in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the holy Ghoſt. 
And whereas they argue after the ſame 
manner from thoſe words of our Saviour, 
He that beleeveth and is baptized ſhall beyg,.. ;; 
ſaved, they confider not that there is no x6. 
politivedireCtion, who ſhall be baptized, 
and who not, for it isnort faid., ,Hee that 
belecveth let him be baptized;and he that 
beleeveth not, let him not beebaptized, 
but he that doth beletve and is ps 
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ſhall be ſaved, whereby he rather ſeems to 
confirm us, that not only by faith fron 
within, but by the outward ligrtalfo (e- 
ven Baptiſme) wee have ſ6me affurance 
that weare of the number of Saw rag 
ſhall be ſaved. Chriſt attribatingsTalva- jj 
tion to both, though not to bothalike, * 
to faith as the means, to baptiſmeas the 
fign,whereby ſalvation is ſealed unto us. 
And ſince themſelves deny not þut that 
Infants may beſaved, why ſhall the figne 
thereof be forbid though aGually they 
cannot profeſſe the means? It they: have 
the truth, why notthe figure? -Or how 
COMes it to paſſe that they ſhall no: bee 

Eph, 5.255 admicted members of the Church .* fince 
26, it is proper to the Church , that Chriſt 
loved it and gave hirsſelf for it, that hee 

might ſanE&ifie it, and cleanſe it, by: the 

waſhing of water through the ' word. 

A8,2. 47. According to -that place in the As of 
the Apoſtles, God added'to' the Church 

| from day today ſuch as fhould bee fa- 


ved. 


Let us conſider alfo what-inconvenience 
will follow from their {trifnefle co 'the 
literall ſenſe and order.of the words;” for 
it they will impoſe a neceſlicy upon all 
men aQually. to beleeve before they bee 

WR admitted 
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admitted unto baptiſme', why may they”. -. 
not as well require a. manifeſtation of , 
this beliete by the following tokens * 
expreſſed in the next immediate verſes, 
and having dependence upon this fore- 
going? In my name ſhall they caſt outde- Mar nk 
vills, and ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, '7>'*+. 
ſhall heal the ſick, &c. Which though 
ſome more impudent then the reſt a- 
mongſt them , dare verbally pretend to, 
yet I preſume the more ingenuous ſort 
will ceally diſclaim. 

It is obſervable alſo, thatby the ſame 
way ofarguing they. muſt allow repen- 
tance to be before faith(which I ſuppoſe 
they will not cafily grant) becauſe when 
Jeſus came into Galilee preaching the Go- Mar.1,14; 
ſpe], the method of his Exhortation is 7 5« 
this, Repent and beleeve the Goſpel. 
So that what the Anabaptiſts endeavour (B) 
to prove fromthe forementioned places, 
1s altogether beſide the intent & purpoſe 
of Chriſtgfaith Muſculus. Whereforethey, (CJ 
4" erre, andare dangerouſly troubleſome, 
metied fſaich another, who raſhly forbid the 
* children ofchriſtian parents to be bapti« 
zed, reſtraining thoſe requifites to them, 
which areexpe&ed only from ftrangers, 
and fach as have attained to yeares of 
H difcre= 
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(P.) diſcretion. Andtodeny them Baptiſme 


'(CE,) 


is an implety extraordinary, | and a 
wickedneſs extending beyond Cyclopick 
arrogance. Let us therefore ſhake off 
(faith he) that madnefſe and dotage of 


- the Anabaptiſts, who contendagainſt the | 


ſame. 

For further confutacion of this infe- 
fious crror,we are to take notice, that 

Baptiſme is not only the ſacrament of 
fairh, repentance,and newneſſe of lite, but 
principally alſo of the Covenant of God, 
and of his heavenly grace, as it is like- 
wiſe of regeneration, ſanQification, con- 
ſignment -and incorporation, where- 
of even Infants may bee made parta- 
kers, 

Neither is the firſt foundation of our 
ſalvation,eitherfaith, hope, charity, or 
the fear of God,and the like; but the tree 
elefion of God, by which are ſaved, not 
only thoſe,who being of competent capa» 
city do belecve, hope, love, fear God,&c. 
But even Infants alſo, albeit taken out of 
this life before they arrive at thoſe quali- 
fications, which are required of ſuch as are - 
of riper:years. 5 TR ” 

Whereby it appeareth, that theyattri- 


bute tos much in this ſacrament to their 


OWNnec 


. 
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own repentance,faith, mortification and 
merit, little or nothing to Gods mercy, 
which is moſt contrary ts the nature of. 
this holy ſacrament, which ſealeth up (p,j 
unto us our recciving into Gods favour Tit. 3.5. 
- andgrace tor his own mercies ſake,with- - 
out any.merit of curs, _- 
Wee muſt remember likewiſe that as 
Baptiſme 13 neceſſary in reſpect of the 
good which we receive thereby, ſo 1s It 
alſoin reſpe& of the teſtimony thereby 
yeelded unto God of that humility and 
meck obedience, which wholly repoling 
ic {elf on the abſolute authority of his 
command,and on the truth of hisheaven= 
ly promiſe, doubteth nor but from crea- 
tures defpicable in their owne condition 
7 andſubſtance to obtain grace of incſtima- 
> * blevalue, or rather not from them, but 
el? from bim , yet by them as his appointed 
00% means. | 
eap® Sincethen the only way revealed to us 
0X of acquiring heaven is by Jeſus Chriſt, 
out UN and the firſt inlet into Chriſtianity, and 
qual * accefſe to hini is by Baptiſme, as appears 
BUT © by the perperuall analogy of the New 
'Teſtament,either Infants are not capable 
of that end, which is the perfe&ion of 


ai 
oth [humane nature,and conſequently are mi- 
OWN | H 2 {rable 


* 
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ſcrable and deficient, ifthey die before 
the uſe of reaſon, orelfe they muſt bee 
brought to Chriſt by the dore of the 
Church, which is the water of bap- 
tiſme, - 
Nay in reaſon it ſeems more pregnant 
and plauſible that Infants rather then 
men ofunderſtanding ſhould be baptized, 
for ſince the efficacy of the ſacraments de- 
pends upon divine inſtitution, andimme- 
diate benediCtion, and that they produce 
theireffefts independently upon man in 
them, that doe not hinder their 0» W 
peration , fince Infants cannot by any a& 
of their own promote the hope of their 
own falvation, which men of reaſon and 
choice may aoe, by acts of vertue and e- 
ledtion,it is more agreeable to the good- 
neſſe of God, the honour and excellency - 
of the ſacrament, and the neceſſity of its Wmhk 
inſtitution,that it ſhould in Infants ſup= Tiayl 
ly the want of humane aCts, and free o- Wkm wg 
La, which the very thing it ſelfe wnlidhy 
ſcems to ſay it doth, beeauſe its effeCt is Wlkraw! 
from God, and requires nothing on mans Wig 
part, but that its efficacy be not hindered. Why 1s, 
And then in infants the diſpoſition is Uni, 
equall, and the neceſſity more, they can- imiyy, 
not (porere ovicem) act any thing in oppo- Ijjyy, 
ſition, © 
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ſition,neither can they on the other fide 
perform any thing which may advantage 
them in theirprogrefſe to heaven, and 
therefore have more need to be ſupplyed 
by an a& and inſtitution divine and ſu- 

pernaturall. 
| $0 that weobtrude not Diſciples upon 
Chriſt (as is objeed by ſome) by atfor- 
ding his common outward at, and 
propoling his publike graces to all that 
are within the pale and fold of the viſible 
Church , but are only carctull to a- 
void ſo great preſumption as to enter in- 
to his ſecret myſteries, and without war- 
rant diſtinguiſh here between the ſheep 
and goates { wee leave that to his latter 
judgment:) let it ſufhce that he hath ge- 
nerally ſpoken, he will have all man 
to be ſaved, and particularly commanded 


h ' that wee ſuffer little children to bce 


; broughtunto him; ſhall we diſpute his 
commiſton, or queſtion that unrepealed 
decree which he made with Abraham and. 
, his ſeed for ever? what were this but to 
accuſe God of folly, and pretend to bee 
| Wiſer thes our Maker? Ita Maſter give 
; order to his ſervant to ſhear all his ſheep, 
and put his mark upon them, ſhall hee 
omit to mark his lambes, either becauſe 

H 3 they 
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they are not. fig and ready to be ſhorn for 
that there was. no particalar mention 
madeotthem in his dire&ion? ſurely this 
Would diſcover a cyriohity not congru- 
ons w® the duty & diligence ot a carefall 
{teward,ſpecially it he had a preſident tor 
the lixe'performance amongſt his neigh- 
bors.And ſhal we imagin that the ApoRt*. 
were {o partial] diſpencers, as toexpeCt a 
particuſar enumeration, after that gene- 
rall precept(Go teach all Nations,baprti- 
zing them ) and exclude Infants from 
baptiſme becauſe they were not capable 
of teaching,nor ſeverally infiited on in 
the command? doubtleſle this had been 
to deviate from the rule of equity and 
propartion , not to mark or baptize all 
that were capable thereof, although they 
were not apt for any ſhare in teaching, 
eſpecially confidering that it was not the 
prattiſe of the Fews amongſt whom they 
lived to be guilty of any fuch unwarran- 
table omuſſion. RIES! 7 
- In Baptiſmyſaith S. Auſtin,we are renew- 
ed that we may at length attain to pers- 
fetion,fome ſooner,and ſome Jater, even ;; 
all thoſe who doe afterwards diligently: 
attend upon. God;according as the Apos- - 
file exprefleth it, Though our outward 
GEES , man 
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man' petiſh; ' yet the inward man is 2 Cor, 4. 
rentived every day (towards perfe&tion ). 7% 
The Apoſtles method is to'atrive at per- 
fe&tion by degrees: But yoti (faith he to (6), 
the Anabaptiſts) are not cotitent unlefſe 
you may begin there. 5s 
Chriſt forelaw ( ſaith he ) that fature 
ages would produce ſuch Hereticks, and 
therefore gave eipeciall intimation to 
his Apoſtles concerning little children, 
ſaying, Suffer them to come to:me, and yy, 4, , F, 
forbid them riot, for the Sorr of man is Luk 19.16, 
cone to ſeek and to ſave that which was 
_ Toconclude, the Cartholick trath de- 
livered unto us by the ſcriptures plainly - 
determineth,thatall ſuch are to be bapgi© * - 
zed whom God acknowledpetlr for Þis 
people, & voucheth their worthy of ſan- . >. 
Rification or rerniſſion of their ſnres;in 
which number infants are tobe reckdned 
being partakers of the promiſe 'of their 
purification in Chrift. For wee: judge 
the people of God as well by the free 
8 and liberal] promiſe of God, 'as-by rhe 
confeſſion of; their faiths” Avid- whar 
lefſe doe the Ahabaprifts by their mans 
ner of arguing and proceeding, but 
as much as in them lies exclude the 
H 4 children 
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ag children of the faithfull, from the ; 
. + grace of God, by not permitting the. 


'tokens thereofto be communicated upto 
them,and not only ſo, but eyen reprove 
and condemn the councell and purpoſe 
of God alſo,whereby he would have them 
conſigned and admitted unto the grace ' 
of his covenant. 


Tra, & in baptizatis Infantibus pres 
cedit repeneration;s [acramentum, Or ſi 
Chriſtianam tenuerint pietatem , ſequi- 
Fur in cerde etiam converſto, cujus myſte- 
rium preceſſit in corpore. Aug. 

' Unde' quod Anabaptiſte volunt ex iſtis 
z-  probare lotis preter mentem eſt Chriſti. 
 Muſculas. 

: EFvrant igitur illi, &+ pernicioſe tu= 
mMultuantur, dum quod in aliens Of 
adultis tantum obſervari dehet ad Chri- 
ftienorum Tnfantes reſtringunt , eoſque 
& Baptiſmo temerc arcent. Tiguri- 
nus. | | 

Duare talibus baptiſmum negare, - non 
vulparis impietatis, & audacieplus quatt 
Eyclopice facinus eſt, Idem, 


Anas 
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Anabaptiſtarum igitur veſania@+ deliri- 
um excutiendum eſt,qui parvulorum baptiſma 
damnari contendunt. Idem, 

Gratia Chriſti, ſine qua nec Infantes ,nec 
etate grandes [alvi fieripoſſint, non meritis 
redditur, [ed gratis datur , propterea quod 
gratia nominatur. Aug. 

Apoſtolus interiorem hominem renovari 
dicit, ut perficiatur, & vos a perfecjione 
vault is incipere, Id. 

Fugiamus ergo precipitem noſtri qudicit 
audaciam, @ divini federys articulos con- 
ſtanter retineamus,quibus parvulis quoque 


falutis communionem promiſſum eſſe conſtat. 
Tigurinus, | 


d. : 
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Conſiderations touching faith 
in relation to Baptiſme. 


 Nbeleevers, or not beleevers 

may be taken ſcverall wayes, 

eitherfor ſuch as when they 

hear the word of God, and 

have the means,reject it,or ſuch as neither 
have means to hear it, nor deſire it. And 
theſe may aftirmatively be ſaid to beun- 
beleevers, becaufe they are polluted with 
a contrary evill, andare therefore to bee 
excluded from Baptiſme. But this can 
have no relation at all to infants, for 
they being not arrived at years of choice 
and eleion, who can be ſo ſenſelefle "as 
to objeC in their way the ſtops of Gods 
grace, as impenitence of heart, unbelief, 
contempt of grace, refuſing or ſtriv we, a- 
gainſt ic,and the like, which come of in- 
credulity. | 
| Again, 
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| Again, they may be taken for ſuch, who 
9844 though they areborn within the precincts 
442 of the Church, and care is taken that 
they ſhall bee tavght the principles of 
82 faith as ſoon as they arecapable thereot, 
yet for the preſent they have not aCtuall 
faith: and theſe may negatively bee ſaid 
tobe unbeleevers, becauſe the habit of 
| ſaving faith is wanting. Theſe notwith- 
ſtanding are capable ot theſpirit of faith, 
by which in regard of the foul they begin 
to be ſpiritual}, and ſupernatural], and 
which is the beginning of ſpirituall ope- 
rations.and in duetime isefte&uall. 
| Anq4this is in man,and remains in him 
when there is a privatio of ations; with= 
; out this ſpirit Infants could not bee uni- 
tedunto Chrift , or become members of 
; his myſticall body, or bee madepartakers 
of the priviledges ofhis church recorded 
in the Creed.” 
: Wherefore although children beleeve 
; Notactually, yet that ought no, more to 
_ deprive them of baptiſme, then that of 
S. Paul ſhould deprivethem of food and 
ſnſtenance ( He that doth not labour ler 
him noteat: )nay the conſequence of the : The, 3. 
latter is ftronger then:that of the former, 0. 
becauſeit is backed with a precept,which 
GE er a ECTS | the 
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the other wants, for we no where find 
it expreſſed, ifany man profeſle not his 
ftaith,let himnot be baptized. 
S. Auſtin being ſollicited to give ſatis- 
faction to Boniface a Biſhop in his time, 


whoſe Byere was, Whether ft might bee i 


ſaid of Intants at the time of their Bap- 
tifme, that they doe beleeve? returns an 
anſwer in the atirmative , but with this 
diſtintion,a pr-ſent aQtual habit of faith, 
ſaith hee, there is not in them, yet may 
they then be ſaid to be beleevers, becauſe 
they doe begin to be that, which proceſle 
of time maketh perteC&. 

The habit of faith, which afterwards 
doth come with years, is buta farther 
building up of the ſame edifice , the firſt 
foundation whereof was laid by the ſa- 
crament of Baptiſme : for that which we 
there profeſſed without any underſtan- 
ding, when wee afterwards come to 
acknowledpe, doe we any thing elſe, bur 
bring unto ripeneſſe the very ſeed that 
was ſown before? ( 

The ſame author proceeds yet farther, 
Infants (faith he ) may bee ſaid to have 
faith, becauſe they have Baptiſme the ſa- 
crament of faith. For as the ſacrament 
-of Chriſts body,after a certain manner of 
ſpeech, 
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ſpeech, is Chriſts body, ſo Baptiſme is M-r.:6.26, 
faith, becauſe it is the ſacrament ot 
faith. | 

The things, which ſignifie,are in ſcrip- 
eure uſually callea by the name of the 
. things, which they doe gnifie; whence 
it is faid Therock was Chriſt, that is, 1 Cor. 15:4, 
did ſacramentally fignifie Chriſt, And | 
if ſacraments had not a certain fimilitude 
of thoſe things whereof they are ſacra- 
ments, they wauld be no ſacraments , '{o 
that out of this ſimilitude they bear ma- 
ny times thenames of the things them- 
ſelves. And ic is @bſervable, thar when 
the Lord will take away the confidence 
of the things -promiſed , hee ſometimes 
takes away the ſacraments themſelves. As 
we may ce in Adam, whom God removed 
from the garden of Eden, *to till the earth Gen-3-2*, 
from whence he came, leſt (faith the text)*3* 
he put forth his hand , and take alſo of 
the tree of life, and eat, and live for 
ever. 

So likewiſe the Apoſtle tells the Epbeſr- Eph. 2.17, 
ans, that they werealiens from the com: 1*' 
monwealth of Tjrael, ftrangersfrom the 
covenant of promiſe, had no hope, and 
were without Godin the world, only 
becauſe they were Gentiles in the flefb,and 


_ called 
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called uncircumcifion of them which 
| Werecalled circumciſion in the fleſh; thar 
is, of the Fewes, who were diſtinguiſhed 
from them by the mark of Circumcili- 
on, which was the mark of the Cove- 
nant. 

It is alſo the opinion of S. Auftin, that 
untill we come to aCtuall faith, the very 
ſacrament of faith is a ſhie}d as ſtraeng, as 
after this the faith of the ſacrament is a- 
gainſt all contrary infernall powers. 
Which, whoſoever doth think impoſlible 
(Hith hee ) is undoubtedly farther off 
from Chriſtian beliefe( though hee bee 
baptized ) then are thoſe innocents, 
which at their baptiſme ( albeit they 
have no eonceit or cogitation of faith ) 
are pure and free from all oppoſite cogi- 
tations, which the other ts not. 

{f therefore without any fear or ſcruple 
we may account and term men beleevers 
only for their outward profeſſion ſake; 
which inwardly are farther from faith 
then little Infants, Why not Infants 
themſelves much more, at the time of 
their ſolemn initiation by baptiſme, the 
ſacrament of faith , whereunto they not 
only conceive nothing oppoſite, but 
hayealſo that grace given them,which os 

the 
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the firftand moſt effeuall cauſe out of 
which our belect growerh? 
So that wee may truly conſider with 
admiration how God dwelleth in ſome, 
who have no knowledg of him, & on the 
contrary, not in ſome that have, which 
-notwithſtanding is true, tor thoſe who 
having known God do not worſhip him 
as God, belong nor vo his Myſtical] 
Church (for it had been better for them 32et-2.27, 
not to have known the way ofrighteouſ- = 
nefle, then after they have known it to 
rurn,&c.) whereas thoſe Infants thatare (Cc) 
{ſanCifed with the ſacrament of Chriſt, 
and regenerate with his holy Spirit, are 
wichin that number & account,although 
in reſpe& of theirage they can have no 
knowledge of him. 
Adde to this the words of Brentias, It 
is a vain thing (faith he ) for men to at- 
firm that Infants can have no faith, when 
as Chriſt was therefore born of the Vir- 
gin,to fignihe that Infants are the Chil- Rom.$.23, 
dren of God by adoption ; which none 74> 2 5 
can be but by faith. 
Infants alſo are capable of receiving 
the holy Ghoſh,as appears by the example 
of 7obn the Baptiſt, who was filled with x, , 
the holy- Ghoſt even from his Mothers Jer, x, 5. 
wombe, 
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Pfal,22.9, wombe. And Feremiah ſanCtified before 
Iſai. 4.4 he came out of the womb, with other ex- 
F4% 'amples of the like nature. Why therefore 
Gal. 1,15, are they notcapable of taith alſo? 
Moreover , children are faid to pleaſe 
God, ( upon which account he blefſeth 3% 
Heb.r1. 6, them,ſaying, ( Ofſuch is the Kingdom of, F%% 
Rom.8.8, heaven)now without faith it is impoſſi« 
ble to pleaſe God,tor they that are in the 
fleſh cannot pleaſe him. 
Again , the children of beleeving pa- 
rents are ſaid to be holy (by vertue of the 
x Eor, 7. Covenant,even before baptiſme,for bap- 
14 . tiſmeis added as a ſeal of that holineſfie) 
not to diſtinguiſh them from Baſtards, as 
ſome doe ridiculouſly tancy, for then we 
might as well conclude,that all who are 
not baſtards are holy,and that nonewho 
are baſe born can be holy in the Apoſtles 
ſenſe. Whereas we read of ſome holy men, 
who werebaſe born, and know that the 
children of Infidells and Hereticks, if be- 
gotten in wedlock,are no baſtards. 
Neither can the Apoſtle by ſan&ifica- 
tion underſtand legitimation , becauſe 
faith in the husband doth not legitimate 
the wife, if ſhee were born a Baſtard, nor 
legicimate the marriage it it were not 
lawfully contrated, Nar is nice 
cre 


_ Of Baptiſme. its 
here or in other places of ſcripture to be 
. taken, otherwiſe, then for ſeparating 

from prophane, as. perſons, times, and 

. places are {aid to be ſanQifed. bs ES 

. We may determine therefore that chil- 
dren are holy with a federall holine le; 

' and receive ſorme meaſure of grace even,in 

their, infancy, as appears, by Thar, place of 

St. Luke already remenibred, upon Whch 
S. Ambroſe commenting diſcourſeth thug; 


7o.Baptift while he was yetin his:mothers 
belly,ceceived the gift 6f the holy Ghof) Luk. 15 
and hjs leaping with joy did argue ſome Ver.z1. 
ſenſe & apprehenſion of, ghat joytu) imeſ- 

ſage. For turther evidence that children 


may be cid to have faich ;;.the icripture 
affords us thisargument. Whom God 
doth account among thefaichfull , ſuch 
cannot be denied to beſo (for it was laid 
to Peter, Whar God liath purified,that cal Ag. to.xs; 
thou not unclean), But God doth .regkon 
little childrew among the faithful, there—Mar.t18. 6; 
fore they are faithful:exceptwe had rather =- 
reſiſt God,8 ſeem ſtrenger and wiſer then Mar.9.36, 
he. St, Auſtin: having occaſion to conſider *** 
thoſe words of St. Fobn, He thar belicverh 
on the. Son hath everlaſting life;agd hee 
that belieyeth not the Son ſhall not ſee 5,1, 4 46; 
life, but the wrath. of God abideth » | 
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him, propounds this queſtionto himſelf, 
1n which of theſe conditions (faith hee) 
ſhall wereckon Infants? ſhall 'we poſi- 
tively aftirmTthem to bee believers or un- 
| believers (or fhall we account them Neu- 
ters, as ſome would have them, becauſe, 
as they cannot be ſaid aftually to believe, | 
ſo neither are they to be reputed incredu- 
| Jous?) The Church (faith he) alloweth 
tis no rule ſo to detertiine,for that judg- 
eth ſo charitaþly,as to deem Infants bap- 
tized amonglt the number of the faithtu]. 

Whereupon jk impoſeth this peremptory 
coimmandup6n every man, that he inſert 
them.into the caralogue otbelievers, and 
that nv man ſhall preſume to doe other- 
wile, upon the penalty of being proclai- 
nicd an open heretick; for which this rea- 
ſon thay be added, that although Infants 
- may felons baptiſine, the ſacrament of 
faidkyyetcan chey not without faith enjoy 
eternal life. [n'flim,The whole Church is 
a multitude of believers, all honored with 


.- thar title, (even "Hypocrites , for their 


profeſſion fake;as well as Saints fr their 
inward ſincere perſwaſion, and Infants; 
as being inthe firſt tegree of their ghoſtly 

motion towards the aftua]l habit of 


| faich.T he firſt ſprt are faithfull in the ye 
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of the world,” the ſecond' faithful in the 
' fight of God); | the Haſt in the ready dire 
way to become both; ifall rhings afret be. 
ſuitable to-their beginning, This happily 
wil not content ſuch perſons as are unca= 
_ pableortinquiet(faith judicious Mr. 00 - 
- ker)buit to theſe who having knowledge; 
are not troubleſome it may ſuffices. = 
- Fof *faithier argumeht ſake (faith 
Brentizs ) we will ſuppaſe, that children 
cannot poſſibly have any faith, ſhall that 
hinder their being brought co baptiline ? 
God forbid. Foras Circumtifion in the 
law did require faith in the promiſes,and 
yet Intanits were of neceſſity to bee Cir- 
cumciſed , though tiot capable of the 
ſame: ' Soallo is baptiſmie the ſeale by 
which God confirms his covenant with 
man, that he will be a ptopitioiis Father 
for Chriſts ſake , and beſtow eternall life 
upon ltiim. Now wee are afjared that 
God willas well be propitious utito Inns 
fanits, as to thoſe of riper years, whiy thei 
ſhall we deny ther the ſeal of the Cove- 
nant and protiiiſe rhade to ther as wel as 
others? 'Agreeable to this is the opiriion 
 . of S:Auſtin,who (cettisto admire art thoſe; 
WW who hold; that there only can bee true 
baptiſme, where cruc faicti'is, for it itiay 
2 i 2 very 
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very well be, that many are truly bapti- | 

= 6 who hayenort truefaith , as itmay* 
ſometimes come to paſle, that thoſe who 
bave the true Goſpell of God, may not- 
withſtanding not believe aright in ſome 
things concerning God, for want of a 

right underſtanding; , ſhall we gonclude - 
fromthence that the Goſpel is faulty,and 
ought to be corredted, becauſe of the Er- 

rour of their beliefs 

. Moreover,when we ſay baptiſme is the 
ſacrament of faith, it is not to be under- 
ſtood of the private. particnlar faith of 
any one perſon, but of the common faith 
of the Catholick Church , which is ever 
reckoned by a favourable kind of partici- 
pation to be even in Infants,and'in weak, 
rude and ignorant people, in reſpe& of 
that communion which wee all have in 
one body by is Ay 0 And albeit nei- 
ther chi dr cn, eaf and dumb men, ar f14- 
rious perſons, can receive any. ciyill. Ri- 
pulation, or give any perfef account of 
their afſent, yet this kind of ghoſtly 
ſtipulation they may,through his indul- 
gence , who reſpedting the ſingular bee 
nefit thereof, accepteth children brought 
unto him for thatend, entreth into Arti- 
cles of cavenant with tham,and in-tender 
I = commile- 
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commitſeration granteth. that other mens 
profeſſions and promiſes made for them, 

{hall avail no lefle then if they had been 
themſelvs able to:have afferted their owns 
In confirmation of which St. Auſtin 
- Writes thus, It is good and godly to be- -*- 
lieve, that the chyd is advantaged by the © 
faith of them by whom he is offercd, -or 
brought to baptiſme: and this (ſaith he) 
the moſt wholeſame authority of /our 
Church commendeth,thatevery manmay: 
from thence take notice, 'hoiw profitable 
his faith muſt necds be to himſelf, -when 
it ſhall be ſo advantagious to thoſe who: 
have not of their own. Examples of 
beth are frequent in ſcripture..'  - 
The juſt ſhall live by his faith, . :- - Hb. 2. 4. 
And he ſaid unto her, Daughter thy: 2 IE 
faith hath madexhce whole: Thy faith; y1*; $0. 
hath ſaved thee, TIETIRR 1 
By him every one that believeth. is ju-,48.13.39. 
ſtiked,$&c, | FANFLe) 1 Git! 
Again, the faith of the-widow prevail-. 
e&( alſo )for her ſony and the faith of 
Zaccheus forihigwholerhonte ,- for-Jeſus' 
{4id unto bir, . This day tis: ſalvation 
come unto: this/howſeforaſmuch:as he>is 
alſoibecemed the fort of Arahatr! that: ts; Luk, r9,9.- 
&elbvedelGadg, onetharwallicebiin the: 
T's 1 3 }.V Reps' 
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fteps'of Bribact $ faith; and wee gather 
759 ſalvation'came to the houſe, becauſe 
_ they received the bleſling.,' as Abraham 
had, . when all of his houſholu were cir- 
cumciſcd. 

Mar. 5. 536, "When Chriſt raiſed the Rulers daugh- 
{. 8.50. ter,he required no more but this, even 
cf the Ruler himſelf, Be not afraid, only 

belieye, and ſhe ſhall be ſaved. 
.Whereby ir appears, that fathers doe 
apprehend by faith the promiſes of life 

even for their children. 
; Conſider alſo, that thoſethat brought 
unto Chriſt the man ſick of the Pally, 
Who being not able to get into the houſe 
| is realon of the preſſe, uncovered the 

' Toof, and let him down to Chriſt by 
cords;their faith availed him not only = 
_ «the recovery of his health,but alſo to the 
pardon of bis fins, for ſo faith the Evan- 
-geliſt, When Jeſus faw their faith; he ſaid 
Mar.2.5- unto theſick'of the Palfi Ie, Son thy {ins 
| are forgiven thee: 

Jeb.3 4.50. : The ſon.of the Noble man ck: at Ca- 


'pernajom was. again.reſtored ,''becauſe the. 


man believed \the word that Jeſus had 


ſpoken unto kim;for'the father :knew it 
Verſe 537 Was atthefſatmehonr in which Jeſus'faid- 
_©* untohin m,Thy-ſorliveth,and himſelf be-- 
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So was itlikewiſe in the caſe of Laza- Joh, 11.3% 
rus, When Martha ſeemed to caſt ſome 49- 
ſcruples in the way, Said I notunto thee 
ſaith Jeſus, that if thou: wouldeſt be- 
lieve, ' thou ſhouldſt ſee the glory of 
God? p ER 

The Apoſtle writing to the Galatiars, 
gives a particular charge - concerning 
thoſe thatare of the houſho]d of taith 
(to ſhew what priviledg they have above 
others) and direftsus ro preterrethem'in 
our choice, ſaying, Let us doe good-to Gal, s, ro, 
all men, bureſpecia!ly unto them thatare 
_ of the houſhold of faith, that is, ' ſuch as 
are born of, and-live among them that 
join in the profeſſion of the ſelt fame 
Religion, theſe ought to bee preferred 
betore others ( orelſe-what advantage q,,, ,- 
bath the Few, or -what profit is thereof OY 
Circumcilion?/)yet ſo that -notwithſtan- 
ng our charity ought to exterid .r6 
all. Pe ls 7 19 
Moreover, to ſupply the: ſeverall-de+ 
fe&ts, which are in children St. Auſtin 
proceeds thus, Our Mother the Church (K.) 
doth accommodate Infants with 'the feer 
of others , that they may- approach, the 
hearrs of others, that they may believe; 
and the tongues of others, that they may 
| I 4 make 
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; Make confeſſion, :T hat as their infirmity 


1s originally accaſtoned by the defect af 
another , 1{o may the remedy alſ9 arriye 


by the aſliſtange of another. 


And as infants are regenerate hy the Mi- 
niftery of him who doth officiate, fo doe 
we believc,that the faith of others, and 
confcihon of it from others is prevalent 
for them, :.__.... 

_ For by the ſamereaſon that the fin of 
another is laid ro their charge, may the 
faith of another conduce to their advan- 


e 
It they are polluted with the fin of their 
parents, Why not purged þy their parents 
fajth? TOO 
If you impute fin tg one that is able tq 


. at nothing, Why not faithas well tg 


one that can anſwer nothing ? 

— Thebody of death in qur fr parents 
begatus ſinners, and the ſpirit of lite in 
our latter parents, regenerates us, and 
makes us of the number of the faith- 


is meerly. the effe& of rhe 
Spirit,by which. the infant. is- regenerate. 
According to the didate of the Apoſtle, 
Excepta man he born of water and of the 
Spirit,he cannot enter into the Ningdom. 
0 
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of God. So that the water exhibt- 
ting oytwardly the ſacrament of grace, 
and the Spirit perfeting the benefit af 
the ſame within , loofing the bonds of 
ſin, and reconciling the corruption of 
our nature; Man who was born of Adam 
is regenerate in Chriſt. 
Neither is che Spirit regenerating any 
other in men of ability to come of them- 
ſelves,rhen it is in infants, which through 
"= ated are brought to bapriſme ; 
or, | 
The wind bloweth where it liſteth, Toh. 3. 8. 
and fo is every man thar is born of the 
ſpirit, 
This the authorityi of qur Mother. the (&). 
Church alloweth, and this is fundamen- 
tally the Canon of cruth, againſt which 
whoſoever contendeth, {ball be canrun - 
_ and daſhed in pieces, faith my Au- 
thar. eg 
With what bath been already alledged 
that of Brentias agreeth , It (ufficeth that 
we allow. Infants. tg. bee capable. of the 
ſeed and habit of faigh, though ateally 
it cannot be evidenced, And that they 
make conkelion of this faith by he. fub- 
ddl fiitutiqn of theirparents ox undertakers, | 
ln . for ſo doe wee fauqurably and WarEar 
| y 
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bly conſtrue the effe& to operate. 

We know by familiar experience, that 
what a Guardian doth perform in the 
name of his ward or pupill, -ſtandeth by 
naiurall equity forcible for his advan- 
rage, though it be atted without his cog- 
nizance. And ſhall wee judg it a thing 
unreaſonable,or in any reſpe& unfit, that 
Infants,by the words which others utter, 
ſhould, though unwittingly, yer truly 
and abſolutely oblige themſelves to that, 
whereby their eſtate and condition is fo 
afſuredly improved? 

Neſtorius the Heretick was charged for 
breaking the promiſe which hee made in 
the arms of another. 

And Tertui'jan to ſtrike ſome of the 

fame ſtamp more deep,puts them in mind 
of their profeſſion made in their infant 
Baptiſme, Theſemen were dumb being 
thus challenged, nor flood they up to 
anſwer in their own defence, that ſuch 
profeſſions and promiſes made in their 
names were frivolous,' or that it was but. 
mockery and profanation. 

How then comes it to paſſe, that what 
no heretick, no wicked liver, no impious 
deſpiſer of God, * 'ho'miſcreant or male- 
faftor, which hadhimſelfbeen baprized, 

; Was 
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was ever ſo deſperate as to diſgorge in 


-- 7% contempt of ſo ararnd cv beneficial 


cuſtomes, is now become their voice, who 
| pretend to reſtore(as they ſay)the ancient 
purity of Religion? 

' _ Formyown part, I can difcover no 
| impediment, but that we may conclude 
of:infants as the rule of piety allows us 
both to ſpeak and think. Chriſt in gene-. 
| rall hath ſaid, that of ſuch is the King- 
dom of heaven, his providence doth call 
them to the firſt beginnings of eternall 
lite, and preſent them at the well-ſpring 
of new birth,wherein original fin is pur- 
ged, beſide which wee know no hinde- 
rance of their ſalvation ( as the Anabap- 
tiſts themſelves will cafily grant ), Why 


8 . | then ſhall they be ſo ſtrit and rIgOrous a- 


gainſt che Church fuer preſuming, as it 


* doth, of a Chriftian innocent, when 


they make no ſcruple freely *to take to 
themſelves in ordinary diſcourſe a chari- 
table kind. of liberty to name thoſe of 
their own ſ{e& and fort,Gods dear .chil- 
dren, men and women of precious ſpirits 
and the like, notwithſtanding the large 
”_ of hypocrifie, which is among{(t 
thnem?: | : Ky 


H abent 
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Of Baptiſme. 
Habeft fidem propter fidei' [acramentum. 
Dirmadmadum: enim ſacramentum corporis 


 - Chriſti ſecundum. quendam moilum, corpus 


Chriſti eſt, ita [actamentum fidei fides eft. 
MM... STD 
. Her quinon credit eh+ fiert-nonpaſſe arbi- 


tratur, profecto infidelis eſt, & fi habet fidei 
ſacramentum, longeque melior eſt iſte paruu- 


lus,qui etiamſtnondum babeat in copitatione, 
nen.obicem tamen contrarie copgitationis op= 


 ponit.unde ſacramentum cjus [alubriter per- 


 cipit. 1d. 


Unde quem potuerunt #11: noſſe, nec ha- 


. here, iſtt potuerunt. habere antequam noſſe. 


... 
Non hoc indicat regula Ecclefiaſticaque 
baptizetos Infantes fidelium numerogadjun- 


git. Id. 


Inter credentes igjtur, baptizatos paruy- 


: las mumerabzs,nec judicare allo modo. alater 
. ardebzs,/tnon.vis eſſe apertus HLereticus, Id. 


Fam finge.infantes non poſſe babere fidem, 


num & ſic noneſſent baptizandi? abſit,ec. 


Brent. 


 Buideſt ergo quod dicitur , illic efſe ve- 


rum baptiſmayybieſt vera. fides? provjus fle- 


22 poteſt, &c.. Aug; 


Inhec fide valet baptizatio etiam cum hey 
tizatis qui nullam fidem habet: ut ſt quis di- 


cat 
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_ cat;Fgogquidem Iudeus fun &+ nulſam credo | 
baptiſmat: virtutem ineſſe,cum credakt aut.m 
 pani Chriſtiam,ſeper buptiſma ſuym{ſatvart, 
in illa eorum fide baptizo te in nomine-Pa- 
IriFiliigy Spiritusjan&i.Hic baftizans 
reſpicit non in [uam incredulitatem, alivquin 
. abppere abſtinerex, ſed inKeolefi# fidem per 
quam non eſt ſterile ant otroſum ſacramien- 
+ tum:hic enim apnoſcit Eceleftiz qugds juum 
4.45 gs inſtitutimi ſugveraciter gd- 
al " 6 OAT RCLETE MATS wh | [þ vb 
 " Satis piereeq; creditur prodeſſe.paroylo 
eorum, fidem aguibus © NEST #ur, 
&c. Id. " 2. ts = RL "TPO L 
Accommodat illis mater Eccleſia aliorum 
pedes ut veniant, aliorum cor ut credant, ali= 
orum linguam ut fateantur,ut quoniam quod 
egri ſunt alio pecc ante pregravantur,fic cum 
| jon fiant, aliopro 14x confitente ſalvautur- 
Sicut eos renaſci per Miniſterium bapti- 
zantinm, ita eos etiam credere per corda & 
ora Confitent ium confitemur. Id. 
Credit in alters qui peccavit in altero.Id. 
Si peccato parentum polluti ſunt, fide pa- 
rentum purgantur. 1d. 
Tudas peccatumnihil agenti,es ego fidem 
n18n reſpondent. Id, 


Corpus 


: Of Baptiſme. 
Corpus mortis in primis parentibus pene- 
Tavit nos peccatores, ſpiritus vite in poſteri- 
.. eribus parentibus regeneravit nos fideles. 
Id. | 
| . Facit hoc nts Spiritus ex quo. regenera- 
tur vblatus &c. Id: PTR 

Hochabet autorita3 matris Etckeſie; boc 
fundatus obtinet veritatis Canon,contra hoc 
rebar, contra bunc inexpugnabilem Murum 
Fuiſquis arietat ipſe confringitur.1d, 

Sufficit ergo quod [ciamus putros hdbere 
fidem,& quod eam fidem [uo orchor eſt patris 
{ex ſuſceptoris ( hujus enim 0s puerios eſt} 
confitcantur, Brent. Fr 
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Of Originall fin, with ſome con» 
ſequences concerning Infant 


Beptiſme, 


SGX He fin of Adam though his own 


I) [88 only by perpetration, is ours . 


.&S BY alſo by propagation, ſo that 


+... weyet remain equally accoun- 

table for it. | | ty 
Natures perfection catching a fal when 
fhe was young(as Mephibeſbeth did) hath 
haltedever {incezand thisfalling {icuneſſe 
infefting not only the perſon bur the na- 
ture (for ſuch is the malignity of evill, 
worſe then the a@) hath made man who 


was immortall,ſubje& to hell and death; 


the ſeeds ofiall fins being diſperſed in-all 


men, though the proportion be not an- 


{werable in their praftiſe and growth; 
and there:is in all the ſame corruption, 
| though 


of Baptiſme, 
though not from aſl the ſame erupti- 
on. 
That children therefore are born with 
originall ſin, I conceive no found man 
will deny. DOSE 
"The Apoſtle plainly and frequently 


confirms it. 
Rom.3. 9, Both Jews and Gentiles are under finne, 


10,23, There is none righteous, no not one, for - 


there is no difference,all have finned,and 

are deprived of the glory of Gad. 
Rom.5.12. By one man fin cntred itico theworld, 

and death by finne, and ſodeath paſſed 


upon all men, in whomall men have 


ſinned. . 
15. Throughtheoffenceof that one man 
16. manyaredead. For the fault came of one 
1s, Offence unto condemnation upon all 
19, men. And by onemansAdiſobedience ma« 
ny were made f{inners. | 
x Cor. ':5. By man camedeath : for. in Adam all 
21,22. Gdie. Andare by nature the children of 
Eph. 2-3: wrath. [e.cd; 
: Tim. x, And this ts a true ſayinggworthy by all 
IS. means to bereceived, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the world to ſavefinners. Ac> 
19h, r. 29. cording to that of Sr. 7ebn, Behold that 
_- _ Lambof God w*® rakethaway the fin of 
the grorld(thar is,boch-root and heanch, 


a5 


( 1snoti 


bur ſuc 
himſelf 
born of 
| chiter It 
hathn 


j ? 


from 
heratio 
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as well our narurall corruption as the . 
conſequent fruits thereof.)  ** . 
The 'P{almiſt- alſo: doth dino ledge Pra g1 "y 
no lefſe. Behold, I was ſhapcn in ini- 
z quity;and i in fi did my Mother roncejve * 
me: 
| Nevecthieleſſe that childs en do belong” 
to the 'Kingdome' of 'heayen and to - 
Chriſt,the Anabaptiſts muſt atknowledg, 14.c.to, / 
for of ſuch is the Kingdome of God, ſaith 34s 
Chriſt himſelf, ** 
Andthat nonecati belotig to Chriſt, 
bur ſuch as are regenerate by 'his Spitit, 
himſelf alfo teacherh, Except'a man bee Joh. 3. s, 
born of water and of the (picithe cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Which St.i Paul ſeconderh-/ Tf a-riian Rom. 3; 9, 
bath not the Spirit of Chriſt ; "che ſame 
isnone of his. -+-- 
Why then ſhall children bet Abarred 
from the ſacrament of Bapriſnie- , which 
doth lively repreſent unto otir view rege- 
neration;(and is therefore by St. Pay} fit Tit. 3: 5. 
ted with chis Epithet, and termed the 
waſliing of regeneratiori. Alſo the ſame 
Apoſtle obſerves this method with the 
Corinthians; ws he takes notice ky: cheirc 
improvement, Bur yee are wathed,bur > 
gre £ {an ilied Ac.) r 1nce they that arc Tr : < ” a 
2 TT Mr 


: of Baptiſme. 
pable of the ſamegrace cannot bee denied 
£0 be receptive of the ſame ſign, | 

. * Origen{ as Is already mentioned ) ha- 
ving alleaged thoſe wards of the Pfalmiſt, 

I was born in iniquity, and in fin did my 
mother conceive me, inferreth thus, For 
this reaſon (faith he) viz, becauſe we are 
conceived and born in fin ) The Church 
hath received a tradition from the Apo- 
files to adminiſter Baptiſmeto little chil- 
dren, And for this:cauſe ſaith S. Auſtin, 
The baptiſme of Infants is not to bee ac- 
counted ſuperfluous, becauſe they are by 
regeneration ſet at liberty from that con- 
demnation,, in which by naturall gene- 
ration they were intangled. And thar 
guilt, which they contraCted by carnall 
generation, is again remitted by regene- 
ration: for it is all the reaſon in the 
world; that ſince the grace of Chriſt is as 
large,as theprevarication. of Adam, all 
they-who were made guilty by the. firſt 
-: : Adam ſhould bee cleanſed by the ſe- 

cond. 


. Wherefore let none (faith he) of. what 
age ſoever be denyed this ſacrament; be- 
cauſe in Baptiſm all die to fin,and Infants 
 , onlytocoriginall; of which as they can- 
 Motbefaidto have avy knowledge, HS 

| | likes 


of Baptiſme. « I3x 
likewiſe are they ignorant of that grace © 
of Chriſt by which they are renewed, 
yet ſhallinot-their jgnorance excuſe: the 
impuratlon of the-errour , nor'exclude 
them from ſavingegrace. Ityou look for 
their offence, you will find it born with 
them: if you examine. from whence 
REIT RICE proceeds, it is conferred by 
ee Re BN as 


Farinus quos inquinat equat. 
 Homines non-prius nati -quans damnats. 
Bern; | 

Propter-boc Eccleſia ab Apoſtolis traditi- 
nem ' accepit- parvulis.. Baptiſmum + dare. 

Orig. - OP | 


| Wy Ideo 101; eſt ſuperfluus baptiſmus puerorum, 

* ut quiper generationem condemnationi obli< 
gati ſunt, per regenerationem liberentur, 
Aug. ey 


Ut idem ipſe qui per diſcordiam 
| foris operabatur- mortem , propter pacem 
imus operetur [alutem, Id. 


| Ecce Infantes in ſuis utique operibas 
innocentes ſunt, nihil ſecum nifi qi#d 

_ te 'prine_ homine. traxerunt, habentes, 
TE Gene , quibus 


Pd 
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quibus propterea eſt gratia. Chriſti ne« 
ceſſaria, ut in Chriſto vivificentur, qui in 
Adam mortui ſunt, ut quia inquina- 
ti ſunt generatione, purgentur regeneratio- 
xe. Id. / 


A paruulo enim recens nato uſque ad 
decrepitum ſenemyſtcut nullus a bapti(me pro- 
hibendus eſt, ita nullus eſt qui non peccato 
moriatur in baptiſmo, ſed parvulitantumO- 
ginali. 1d. | 


Porro autem etiam graviſſimis de- 
lifforibus & in dominum multum ante pec< 
cantibus cum poſtea crediderunt remi [fro 

. - peccatorum -datur , & @ Baptiſmo & 
gratia nemo prohibetur, quanto magis 
non debet Infans probiberi, qui recens ET 
natus nibil peccauit, niſi quod ſecundum, 0 
Adam carnaliter  natus contagium nor 
- tis antique prima nativitate contraxit , 
qui ad remiſſronem peccatorum accipiendam 
bec ipſs :facilius accedit, quod illi dimit= 
tantur xn propria, ſed alzend peccata« 


Id. 


Duando dicunt & parvulos turbant, ſt 

& de peccatore peccatores nati ſunt , quare 
Fon de baptizato jam fideli cui remiſſa 

. ſunt omnia peccata juſti naſcuntur? ito 
WD Eh reſponde, 
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reſponde,Ideo de baptizato non juſtus na- 
ſcitur, quia won eum generat unde rege- 
neratus eſt, ſed unde peneratus eſt , 
carnalis eſt certe iſta generatio, &* car= 
nalis eſt circumciſio, &* tamen de circum- 
ciſonon naſcitur circumciſus, ſic ergo de 
 baptizato non poteſt naſci baptizatus, qaia 

nemo renatus antequam natas. 1d. 
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Of Rebaptizing, 


59 Econd Baptiſme was ever ab- 
C32 horred in the Church, asa 
A, DS kind of Inceſtuous birth , 
WT wherefore thoſe that iterate 
the ſameare driven under ſame pretence 
or other to make the former void. 
And to effe& this, they argue either 
from the inſufficiency of the inſtrument , 
or the incapacity of the ſubject. 
I read that Tertul/ian, the firſt that proy 
poſed to the Church; Agrippinus, the firſt 
in the Church thar accepted; and Novatiqan | $0 
the firſt that againſt the conſtant uſe of [i UA 
the Church began to praftiſe Rebaptiza- —|aunyivan 
tion, did it upon thefe two grounds, 
1. Atrye perſwaſion that Baptiſme is 
in ſome reſpects neceſlary. 
3s. Anda falſe opinion, that the Bap- 
tiſme which others adminiſtred , was no 


Bapriſme. 
- - Wherein 
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Wherein they negle&ed duly to confi (4). 
der, that what hath been given cannot 
poſfibly be ſaid not to have been given, 
how truly ſoever we may ſay ithathnot 
been given lawfully , neither ought it 

| forthis defeftte berepeated, as though 
it had not{been given at all; . for it is one 
thing not to bein poſſeſſion; and ano- 
terthing not to poſſefſe lawfully. Nei- 
ther can it annihilate the ſacraments of 
Chriſt and the Church, that. Hereticks or 
impious perſons make uſe of them. 

That water cannot be faid to bee pro- 
phane or adulterous, over which the 
name of God 1s invoked, though perfor- 
med by prophane & adulterous perſons, 
becauſe neither the elements nor. the 
name are ſo. LIpon which conſideration 

,It was ordered jn the Councell of Arles, 
that if any Arrian did reconcile him- 
ſelf tro the Church, he ſhould be admitr- 
red without new-Baptiſme, unleſſe upon 
examinationit;didappear , that hee was 
not formerly baptized in thename of the 


Trinity. 
And this was the opinion of ſeveral lear- 
ned men.,:both: of the Eaftern:and Weſtern 
Churches, who did ever afirm,that that 
Baptiſme -which was exhibited in the 
K 4 name 


7 I 6 
0 

% 
* L 4 , 
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.name- of the Trinity, could not be made 
-void through an externall defett, for w4 
the (cripture affords an irrefragible argu- 


ment, .n that the Baptiſme conferred in 
the nameot the Trinity, cannot bee faid 
to be the Bapriſme of Cephas, Paul, Apollos, 
or any other man, but -of him only of 
whomitr is ſaid, This is he that baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghoſt, who is a faithfull 
witneſſeand true. 

It can no way hinder the operation of 
the grace of God,although there be faul- 
tinefſe in them that tranſgrefle the 'order 
which Chrift hath cftabliſhed in his 
Church. Hee that teacheth and is not 
ſent, loſeth the reward, but retaineth the 
name of a Teacher. His uſurped aftions 
havein-them the ſame nature which they 
have in others, although they yeeld not 


- him the ſamecomfort, and particularly 


the grace of Baptiſme cometh by donati- 
on from God if one, and the fruit thereof 
dependeth' -wholly upon the Covenant 
which he hath made. + BOPtY 
That opinion ſeemeth more agreeable 
with equity, which though it diſallow 
what is'done amiſſe, yer maketh not the 
force of the word and facraments,- much 


lefſe their. nature and very ſubſtance, ,de- 


pend 
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.pend uponany circumſtance whatſoever, 

-then that which doth defear,diſanul,and 

annikilateboth, in reſpe& of ſome cir- 
i -cumftantialldete&t, There being not any 
law of God, which faith, If the Minifter 
beicompetent,his word ſhal be no word, 
and his baptiſme no baptiſme,or preſcri- 
beth any thing as to the circumſtantiall 
. 'way or manner of baptizing , thedefect 
wherein or abſence whereof ſhould frus 
ſtrate themartter it ſelf. 

- All that belongeth to the myſtical per- 
' feftion of Baptifme outwardly, is the 
Element and the Ward, with the reve- 
rent application of both to him who re- 
ceiveth both ; whercunto if we add that 
ſecret reference, which this ation hath to 
life and remiffion of fins by vertue of 
Chriſts owne compat ſolemnly made 


- with his Charch ( whereunto even In- 


fants bave right by ſpeciall priviledge, if 
born within the boſome of the: holy 
Church) there is not any more required 


; to accomplith. fully the ſacrament of 


baptiſme. Whence it is evident, that that 


only is true baptiſme ( by whomſoever 
adminiſtred) which is conferred in the 
name of themoſt holy Trinity , neither 
| dothit availeverthe lefſe (for ſo much as 


apPper- 
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appertaineth to the rruth - of baptifne) ale 
though adminiftred by an Heretick:, jÞ0 F492 
Schiſmatick; Jew, or Pagan, for this oh Th 
doth no'moreyprejudice-the ſubſtance of \{WIr#*rR 
baptiſme, then it can - doe (Chriſts  in- ibn 
titration, from whoſe. efficacy neither ft! 
the malice nor perfidiouſnefle of any 
man can derogate, for the inſtitution of 
Chriſt prevaileth move unto good, then 
the corrnption and depravation of man 
doth unto evill. Baptiſme was thought 
10 neceſſary by Tertullian, Epiphanius , 

S. Auſtin &:others,that theywould permic | 
even lay-men to do it,upon ſome-exigent þ 
extraordinary as in'the caſe of Circum- | 
ciion by Zipporah already - remembred ;) 34 
Nay,wirh this did the voice:of the whole gk 


mentdoth chiefly depend upon the infti- 

tution of God,thereforeif the whole-in+. jg” 

ſtitution beenot kept it is no ſacrament. 7, 
Toacknowledge Chrifts inſtitution to | 


. 


be the ground of both ſacraments, 'I pre- pv | 
ſameno Obriftian will refuſe. It giveth yaa. 
them 'theircvery nature; :appointeth: the \g,;... 

ON TY MAETCEE 


- of Baptiſme, | 

"matter whereof they confiſt, and blefſeth 
ther with that grace , whereby 'to us 
they are both pledges and inſtruments ot 
life, Neverthelefle ſince Chriſfts inftica- 
tion'containeth, befide that which nia- 
keth the effence 'and nature complear, 
other things that only are parts as it 
were of the furniture of ſacraments, rhe 
difference between theſe two muſt un-_ 
foldthat, which the generall termsof in- 
definite ſpeech would confound. 

— If theperfons appointed to baptize, or 
the manner of baptizing' bee a part of 
Chrifts inſtitution, it is his' inftirution 
only as Sacrifice, whereas Bapriſie is his 
inftiration'as Mercy, which'God requi- Mar, bz.77. 

© reth before the other, ſ{o'thar baptiſmeis 

Bu far moreneceffary then any incident tite 

iP or ſolemnity ordained for the better'ad- 

WP 'miniſtcation'ofthe fame; and it is better 

WM 'to enjoy thebody without his farniture, 

ld then'to wait for 'this untill the oppor- 

x Þ tunity of that for which we deſire ir;be 
——_ 

rm Externall: circumſtances -even in the 

zruti ach wpage hay ationsarebut/the 

6,11" Tetfer thrings'of the Law;whereunro'thoſe 

kg 'aQtions themſelves being compared, 'may 

at99 'befaid to be thegreater, therefore as the 


X - greater 
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oreater are of ſuch importance, as. that jr oy 
they muſt not be negle&ed , ſo if our eg? i; 
ſteem of the leſſer ſhould occaſion they | 
omiſſion of that, which ismore to be ac... 
counted of, what were this ftrift obedi zi cam 
ence to Chriſts inſtitution concerning,ynobp 
Mint and Cun:min, other then a diſobes; TK. vo, \ 
dience to his inſtitution concerning 
love? , - a 

Suppoſe the law did utterly prohibit; 

bapetiine to be adminiſtred ny Þ bid 
perſons, qr in any other manner then rhe, i , 7 hoſe 
Angbaptits themſelves would preſcribegiuthayt Q £1 
dec now that many things are firm a0 monk 


WE%5 


cing done, which were in part don lng at \ 


otherwiſe then poſitive rigour and ftri&-/. 
nefſe did require. Nature, as much as ig: 
pollible,inclineth tovaliditiesand preſere! 
vations; difſolutions, and nullities of. 
things done,are not only not favoured | 

| buteven deteſted, when either urg'd ured 
out a competent cauſe, or extended be- y 
yond their proper reach. wir 

Neither when we ſpeak in relation to 

the integrity and ſanCtity of the facra- 
ment only, is it materjall what he belic-" 
veth, and with what faith hee is indued, 
who doth receive the ſame; true it is in- ith ln 
deed, that. if wee conſider it as a means} Win 


F of Baptiſme. 
/ in conducing to our fſalvation,it is theri ve- 
aſi xy much to the purpoſe , bur as to the 
toe me queſtion of the ſacrament, nothing 
id, ACTAall. - | | 
2a For the viſible ſacraments of piety may 
1x be received by impious perſons,as we find 
nem; In the caſe of Simon Magus , whom wee 
read to have been truly baptized , al- 
rrok though it appeared hee had no better | 
4 then anhiſtoricall faith. 7 1. "$i 
; 7 (The ſame alſo may be ſaid of Judas in 


wr relation to the Lords ſupper). .. 
' _ The ſecond, branch of the exception 
bg ( ſprung. up PRs the Anabaptiſts 


6s Chicly.) Which is, that Infants are not 
6. {ubjects capable of Baptiſme , hath been 
ann principally ſtruck-at in the precedent 
It... diſcourſe; I ſhall therefore adde here nd 
ry INOTE then this, that they who will not 
"18 grantthe baptiſme of Infants to bee any 
id thing atall, doe ſeek. (as much as in them 

wt le)fo mul and fruſtrate the ſacred 
i ordinance of Chriſt, and diſcover a gIcal. 
rf deal ot hypocrifie to. have reſidence in 
rn themſelves, in that they formerly made 
g F profeſſion of their covenant concluded 
b with God in their Infant baptiſme, but 
mw ow fince their ſeparation and new-light 
£8? (as they term it)do diſclaim the ſame,and 
declare 


Of Baptiſme, 

declare themſelves to have been nothin gs 
bettered by ir. q 

Whercas dotibtlefſe that Mitifte 
which did convert” thetn, was able b 
Gods aſliftance farther to build them a; 
had they obſerved the preſcripr of S.Paul 
to remember and my the faith 


. thoſethat had the overſight of tema 
had geared the Word 


occafion of Few fe Irg " Nw With ; wig ny = 
contrary doftrins, as a. little boat Is with Rug j ad 
contrary winds;and hat is, eithet by the ; 
lightnefſe of our own brain, , gr by the wk dent 
ſubrilty af certain Infj nuators, whoſe art, Nruh 'J\, 
and ſecret praftiſe'1 is.ſo ro deliade their | —_ 
fancies. We 
To conclude;we will grant it true .that 
any thing, the ſubſtance whereof was Wiluay kid: 
rotten at the firſt, is never by traft of tinie rat | iow, Ws 
able to recover foundaeſſe: f6 thatwhere Tiuynjly le 
true baptiſme was pot before given , he Ka aje 
" caſe | 


- . 


'' Of Baptiſnse. - THUS! 
thay caſe of rebaptization is cleer, - but that: | 
= rebaptizing is utterly to bee rejeted:,.' (4. 
bt thi which'is of the very {elf fame facrament,ic 
, rv} being ever thought a breach of that anci--: 
dilly <nt Apoſtolicall Aphoriſme, There 1s one. 
x, Lord,one Faith, and one Baptiſme, with 
7 fy which the N:cene Creed concurreth, I be-.- 
to lieveone Baptitme for remiſſion of {innes. ; 
{ Golg Wheretore faith Maſculus, wee doe juſtly . 
let reprovethe Anabaptifis of our days,who 
es uponanud geir:doe rebaptize: them that. * 
in have been alucady baptized,though in no. 
kifia ocher name, but of the Father, the Son, ' 
ard, and the holy Ghoſt, ix «4 
is bycþ This was contrary to the praGife of 
Ml Dienyſius the grave Biſhop of. Alexandria , 
ETA for he, as 1s:reported by Exſehi HSg. could: 
[1 ol by NO-means bee perſwade. ito: rebaptizs- 
w one of his congregatian,wha being.once 
4 preſentat the tites ofbaptifme, and'ob- 
| ſerving. with;better confideration-:then: 
ever he had done before the whole: mane»' 
"y ner of the performance, came with wee- 
2 ping ſubmiſſion ro:the Biſhop,and craved 
ot him.notto.deny'the ſame, which not- . 
| withſtanding hee. durſtinotadventure to 
f grant, but rather aſed the moſt effeQuall 
Fro" per{wahons withihim; that after ſo long 
£1 continuance in the fellowſhip of Gods 
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144 . of Baptiſme. "WC 
people,he ſhould not now cal in queſtion » WORE 
his firſt admittance. F- = we: 2108 
To which may be added the definition” qa 
of Baptiſme, it being amongft orher - glgiw res 
things ſaid to be the ſacranient otregene: - 
ratton,admiſſhon, ſan&ification and ins : 
(1). corporation, which are not properly: ca- * 4 
pable of iceration,and theretore Baptiſm 
not to be repeated. | 
x Cor, 11: That the uſe of the Paſſeovyer and: the 
20; Lords Supper were commanded to be ite- 
rated, was in reſpe& of their teftification | 
that the Covenant made in'Circumcifion ' || 
a ptiſmeis ratified and firm t © hint- 
at repenteth.” 


i>2Y 


Bur the repetition of Circumciſiori:. 4 
or Baptiſm hath no where been admitted; 
becauſe thoſe ſacraments were Wnſtituted' 
to be an initiating and ſolemn receiving: ww; 
intothe Church, which is alwates ratified; 
to him, that is penitent, and perſtſterhi 
therein: bras Tg 


Dnicquid non habetur danduth eſt, cunt = 
opus eſt dari,quod vero pernicioſe babetur per |, 
 carreFionem depulſapernicie agendum: eſt-ut | 
ſalubriter habeamus. Aug. Th 
Aliud eſt aliquid non babere, aliud #on 
| jure hahere. Id. | 4 x T ij 
: ec 


Of Baptiſme. . 
Neceſi autcm aqua prophana & alulterd 
ſaper quam nomen Deo invocatur , etiamfr, 
PS. ID * 
Cum baptiſma verbis Evangelitis datur, 
qualibet id. perverſitate intel/igat ille per 
quem datur, vel ille cui datur, ipſum per (e 
{antium eſt propter illum cujus eſt. Id, _ 
Ad baptiſmum wverbis Evangelicys conſe- 
cratum, nen pertinet cujuſquam dant;s wel 
accipientis error. Id, 
De baptilmo non eſt copitandum quis det, 
ſed 43) det,aut quis accipiat, ſeq quid acti- 
iat. Id. | 
; Firmiſſime tene,& nulla tenus dubites [as 
© Cramentum baptiſmat;s non ſolum intra Ca- 
ana = thoficam Eccleſtamyſed etiam apud hereticos 
united (Gui innomine Patris , Filii &+ Spiritus 
lim = {an7: baptizant, eſſe poſſe. Id. as 
Baptiſmus in nomine Patru , Filii, & 
Spiritus ſandti Chriſtum habet autorem, non 
quemlibet hominem, & Chriſtus eſt verit xs, 
non quilibet homo, Ft ideo per Miniſtres 
diſpares Dei munys equale eſt,quia nou illo- 
rum, ſed ejuseſt. Hoc a mgjoribus tradittm 
accepimus,hoc in Catholica Eccleſia quetoto 
orbe diffunditur contra omnes falſtat is neby= 
las cuſtodimus, Id. FT” 
Ut intermittam imgyirere diligentius chr 
, | Ipſe ſalvator noſter baptizari volyerit, prop= iced 
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146 - of Baptiſme, | 
 Ferea forſan voluit Dominus a ſervo , & ille 
' per quem fatja ſunt omnia ab illo qui fattu | (0m 
eſt inter omnia baptizari. ut & deceat humi- aÞ 
 litatem,& oftenderet non mtereſſe quis a quo | | 
baptizetur,dum eo baptiſms quo baptizandys 
eſt, baptizetur. Id, 
Patrem, & Filium,& Spiritum [antjum 
in ſacramento duntaxat habent omnes , qui 
| baptiſmo verbz Evangelicy conſecrato bap= 
tizantur. Incorde autem & in vita non 
habent, qui intus perdite & execrabiliter 
vivunt. 1d. | 
.-  Duicungz inChriſto baptizati eſtis Chri- 
ſtum induiftis.Induunt autem bemines: Chris 
ſtum uſqzad [acramenti perceptionem tantum, 
aliquando & u(q; ad vite [andificationem; 
_ atg;illud primum &* benis,@ malis,& infan- 
tibus, & alizs poteſt eſſe commune,hoc autem 
alterum bonorumtantum, EX. piorum, 1dque 
f Cor, 1. adultorum proprium eſt. Id. 
CE Gratias ago Deo meo quod neminem we- 
GW) _ ftrum baptizavi, ne quis dicat quod. in nomt- 
«pe meo baptizavi, Quid aliud inſinuans,uſe 
« baptiſma Ghrifti nen. eſſe niſi ejus in Cujus 
- #Omine datur, &* ideo non fiert melius cum 
per meliorem datar,nee deterius per deterio- 
rem? Id. SS ONIat 3s rn TIM 
- Bap tiſma enim tale eſt. qualis b 


ie in Cu 
_ Jus poteſtate datur, ron qualis eſt ille per Cu- 
7u5 Miniſterium datur. 19. Etenim 


: eT t: Am \ i . 

Of Baptiſm, 

Mb $35 els LISA D'S 

'- þ Etenim judeus baptiza t,S aducey F bap- 
" tizas & multi extra . repulam legs date 
 batizare tn ceſſantyſed ilud eft unum qnod 
verumillud veruni quod Chriſti, ilgd Chri- 
ſti, quod Patris, & Filii, &: Spiritus ſandti, 


S &%& © 


FC | "ES | KP TTIKS [5op-£ ou b Wi 
\ - Baptiſmus non eſt corum . qui. baptizant, 
| ſed GUI baptizantur. Ambrol. Ro, 


 Sactamentum gratie dat Deus per malos, 
. ipſam vero gratiam non _niſt per (eipſum. 
Aug. = INNS. Eo 
Sive a fideli,ſive a perfido 2 air 
cramentum quilq; percipiat, non (andificat 


\ 


nift Dominus. 1d. 
Hanc ſententiam Eccleſia Catholica tenet 

ut Chriſti. baptiſmus, non ex merito eorum 
per quos datur, ſed ex ipſius de quo ditum 
eſt, Hic eſt qui baptizat &c. agnoſcendus & 
approbandus eſt. Id, —_ 
Nec intereſt cura de [acramenti integritate 

&* ſanfitate tratatur, quid credat,aut quali 
fide imbutus ſit,iUe qui accepit ſacramentiem; 
intereſt quidem plurimum ad (alutis viam, 
by ad (acraments queſtionvem nhil intereſt. 
 Duis neſciat non eſſe baptiſma Chriſti, ſt 
verba Evangelica, quibus .(ymboluns.conſtat, - 
allic defuerinf? Id © 
| Qui [acramentins baptiſmatis illieita 
. L2 uſur- 
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"Of Baptiſme, 
uſurpatione geminaverit,ſacerdotio indignum 
eſſe cenſemus;eorum enim damnamus errorem 


qui Apoſtolorum precepta calcantes alio rur- 


ſus baptiſmate non purificant ſed inceſtant,ſa- 


 cramenti nome pollyentes. Cyprian. 


 Sordidat iſta lavatio,xon abluit,nec emen« 
dat membra ſed commaculat.[d. 
Rebaptizare igitur Hereticum hominem 
quihec janetitatis ſigna perceperit que Chri- 
ſtiana tradidit diſciplina, omnino peccatum 
eſt, rebaptizare autem Catholicum [celus eſt 
immaniſſimum,O diabolice ſane preſumpti= 


_ onis. Aug. 


. Sacrilegus non eſt qui unicum baptiſmum, 


| #01 quod tum eſt, ſed quod Chriſti eFf,itera- 


re non audet. Chriſti eſt enim unica hominis 


' in haptiſmate conſecratio, tua eſt autem 


unici baptilmatis iteratio, Corrige in te 
quod tuum eſt, agnoſce quod Chriſti eſt ; hoc 
enim juſtum eſt, ut cum mala bominum re- 
probamus,quecunq; milly bona Dei reperi- 
mus, approbemus. Id. 

Saluberrimam tenebat Eccleſia conſuetu- 


 dinem,in ipſis quoqz(chiſmaticis & hereticis 


Corrigere quod pravum eſt, non iterare quod 
datum eſt, [axare quod uulneratum, non cu- 
Tare quod [anum : quam conſuetudinem credo 
ex Apoſtol ica traditione venientem , ſicut 


- . mujta non mveninntur in literis corum, 


neque 


-- Of Baptiſme, 

neque in poſteriorun *Conſilits , E- tamen, 
quia cnſtodiuntur per univerſam Eccleſiam, 
© nonnife ab iÞſts tradita& commendata cre- 

Wc _ TT: 

Eccleſie Cathslice conſuetudinem nwnc 
tener: priſtinam, cum.ab heretics & {ch1i[= 
maticis vementes, ſi Evqngelicis verbis bap- 
tiſ-ma 'conſecratum fpercepernnt,, deriuo non 
bapt izant ur, beato Cypriano teſte.Id, 

Ab Hereticis veniettem probate in (crip- 
turis Canonicis denzo baptizatumm, nam nos 


preferimus Petro difium,9ui lotus eft ſe- 


mel non opms babet iterum lavars. Id. 
Et zdeo Ve iſtis qui per Jacrilegam preci- 
ſronem a veritate dirupti, rebapt izant. Id. 

Did ſit enim pernicigſtnes, ntrum omuino 
non baptizari,an rebaptizari,judicare diffi- 
cile eſt. Id, 

Dromodo enim uterus non foteſt repeti, ſic 
nec baptiſmus zter ars. Proſp. 

Sicut (emel Chriſtus crucifixus eſt , ſic 
bapti[mus itcrandus non eſt, #na enim morte 
[wa omnes redemit.,& amplins mori non opor- 
feat, Aug. | 

In baptizato- inſeparabiliter baptiſma 
dermanere maniſeſtum eſt, quia 3n quodlibet 
profundum malorum, &- in quamlibet horri- 
bilem voraginem peccatornum irruat bapti- 
zatws #{q; ad Apoſtaticam ruinam, non ta- 

L3 ' men 
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© - Ny 
men caret bept il ideo per penitent iam 
;. Jedeunti noni re dirur. Id | 

" Tanta Vis eſt in ſacramento ſi mplicis bap= 
tiſmi, ut cum ſateamur aliqyem baptiza- 
. tum, &r adÞuc male.viventeut debere mun- 
dart, wetemils tamen ulterius haptizari,ld. 
_ . Necenimintegritas bapti miulorum per- 


2  "verſh tatiprodeſt jt corrigi nollent, . nec u/lo- 


rum perperſitate. 74 iv/atym. e eſt quam Cor= 
rigi noluerunt, kd. | | 
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| of Dipping, 


n.nI7K Mckas Baptime onghe to bee 

dNIE$ - performed by, imn erfion, or 

W/ANE other cotall wathing ot che bo- 

"= dy; or elle by ſprinkling: 'rhe 

head or face only, Mr. Calvin faith, .it 

matters very4litcle,. and ought theretore 
£0 be let to-every mans liberty. : * * : 53 

Beza and the whole Church of Genows 
were of the.ſame  opinian (nil nec) 
lay they,it is of no cancernment. 

. With them alſo Myſculus agrees, affir- 
ming, that-ittsnot of any ſuch neceflity, 
but that the' Church.is lett- ar liberty co 
paptize either way,God having given no 
particular command concerning it , but 
left it asathing indifferent, to our owne 
cleQtion.. . = 

Cypriandoth: rachevixphold he Ws of 
ſprinkling, yet ſo, that he'is content -to 
leave it to every mans choice. 


L 4 That 


152 ; Of Baptiſme, 
Thatthis liberty was obſerved former- 
1y amongſt the Churches, we may diſco» 
;yer from S. Auſtin, and that it is the-re- 
ecived dodrih of all the Proteſtant Chur- 
 thes now, their praGtiſe ſufficiently de- 
monſtrateth, together with their Care- 
chiſmes, and divers of their Litargies, 
The reaſon is, becauſe it belongeth nat 
to the perfe&t adminiſtration of rhe fa- 
crament, as any. thing of the ſubſtance 
and matter of it;- but is only an acceſ> 
fſory left to: the ſeverall diſpoſitions of nholeloal 
men (the ſcriptyre not being poſitive ei- |6odtoa} 
ther in the quantity of water, or man» | quielce w1 
-ner of performance) therefore, as inven- | IDipy 
ted by them, may alſo bee omitted with- \(lome< 
ut any ſcruple of conſcience. | then cov 
The ſacrainent of baptiſme conſiſteth | caſe a fic 
in two things, the Word and the Ele- | quiet 
ment; It is therefore a true, whole, .and 
ow ſacrament, in caſe the Word and 
lement be preſent,. ( which only are of 


the ſubſtance of the ſacrament) although 
the ſame method and proportion be not 
obſerved in themanner, which poſlibly 
may appear to have been the praftiſe- of 
former ages, which notwithſtanding can- 
not he declared to haye been univerſall 


inthe Apoſtles dayes. n 


Of Baptiſme. 

If 'it be urged , that Chriſt and the 
Church were baptized in the river, Ian- 
(wer, that this doth nor of neceflity 
compell us to the ſame praCtiſe, tor they 
.had'then no Churches and particular 
places in them afſigned for thar intent, 
* Again, let them ſhew me in what ri- 
ver Cornelius or the Gaoler with their fa- 
milies were plunged. Os 

A little bread in the ſacrament of the 
Lords Supper is ofas much efficacy as an 
whole loat, otherwiſe we ſcem to 1imit 
God to a proportion of means ,''and ac- 
quieſce with the Papiſts in "bpere operato. 
+ U Dipping were of abſolate neceſſity 
(as ſome of them doe vehemently preſſe ) 
then could they not diſpenſe with it in 
cale a fick or infirm perſon ſhould re- 
quire it, ' "on AOL. 0 
-. Thoſe of the Eaſtern Churches were 
- uſually dipped , whereas thoſe of the 
North in colder--climates' were - onl 
ſprinkled(faith Urſimes )and thiscireums - 
ſtance (fairh he) isof no conſequence,for 
as much as waſhing may bee either by 
dipping or ſprinkling; and baptiſme we 
know is called a waſhing. 

The word ( C77 ) to baptize,is of a 
- larger fignificatiop, then that it can bee 
Ka expreſſed 


OA 


of Bapteſme. 
expreſſed by any one word in any lan- 
guage whatſoever, and therefgre ought 
not to bee reſtrained 'ta their own word 
Dipping. Heſychius, Stephanus, Scapula and 
Budens,great Maſters of the Greek xangue, 
undertake: tomake it gopd by ſeveral in- 
ftances and allegations-onrt of divers' 2u- 
thors, that it ſignifieth no more then 
wafhing or abJution, not. plunging or 
dipping. And how our Anti-ſcholafticks 
ſhould. come ta dive. more. deeply inro 
the ſecrets of that language, reaſon _ 
afford mee no.ratification... 
It ſo often as the: ward Baptizing is 
in ſcripture wee ſhould rendet it 
Dipping:s. the canſequence muſt needs 
prove ridiculous, eyen $9 thejr OWn col | 
gregations. = 
Mar,7 .q. Can they 1 imagin that the walking. of 
Beds and Tables was by dippingzand yet 
the word there uſed. js Gamma, 
. Or let.any indifferent. Reader zndes 
Mat.3.11. whether i it were fit or proper to render 
that placepf Matthew(He wil baptize you 


tar the holy Ghoſt and with fire) by 
this en of theirs, he will dip you 

x Cor, x6. With the holy Ghoſt and with fire? - . 
2, Or that hs of St. Paul (They wereall 
|  Tnpvigd to Moſes in the cloud and in > 
ea 


of Baptifome. 155 
a fea? will they ſay they Were dipped? Exo,14.22, 
as When the ſcripture affures us that Iſrael 
1. went on dry ground through, the. midſt; -- 
lg of the ſea. © ft OE Luk,rrx. 
my Again, when Jeſus was invited to din- 37, 3b. 
ml, nerby the Pharitee,the Text tells us,that 
4. the Phariſee marvalled that hee had-not-rg,a;s,. 
© {@- firſt (waſhed) before dinner, which no 
mg 1a, I preſume, will interpret dipped, Job. 13.10, 
lg becauſe chriſt himſelt faith,that he,who is = ..- 
k in waſhed,needethinor faye to waſh his feet. 
ng Morcover,the Apoſtle tels us of divers 
4 waſhings Or differept baprtiſmes, -. yo all _ 
ox cxpreſled by the ſame, word, { Carr pot. 
Ji Why therefore ſhould any., .. or indeed 
\ 9, Can any, but wiltglt and ignorant 


= People, confine the word to dipping on- 
| * 12 linceit is known to bee ofa far; larger. 
extent, zhen will really admir fac an _ 


gamyy 

- +1 ſignified (which. is, the cleanſing. of. the Heb.r0.32 
Mul Pon the filth of fin)may bes 2p _ 
"gd WILNQUL it, and. is often in ſcripture 

Se Prefied by ſprinkling. EMA 262d i ee 
villa 125 (pripkling obthe water of Purifi- Barnegat: 
Ai C2020N upon him that touched the dead, 47 ps. 
-w os ealled;Baptiſme fromthe :dead. ' And 

*h wee know that thoſe waſhings were 
. af £ ' = bs X 8 © WES : . | y 


abſurd apd forced eftraing?. . |... 
It canngt bedenied, bur that the thing , pe.;;.. 
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>, a of Baptiſme. FI 
| by Gods ſpecial appointment but fprink- 2 f 


lings only, 


gns*: 9. A R4:r2d perſon (hall take Hyſop and 


Zr roi In 


"dip it in water and fprinkle it upon the Fl 
Tent, 8c. and upon him that touched the 
bone,the {lain, or the dead,&c. -- 

Ec.36-25; Then will I ſprinkle clean water We bee 
you, and yee ſhall be clean from all your | 
flchineſle, &c. ro 

Inthe ſame manner was it with the tbe, that 
= of bullocks,. and goares, and the, tel 
like 

Lev.16.14, © Heſhall take the blood of the bullock ER 

15. and ſpritikle it with his finger,8&c. Then 
ſhall he kill the goat and doe with tha at 
blood, as hedid with theblood of the” 

| bullock, and ſprinkle it,&c. * 

Num.19.4: With many other places of the like 

Lev.4.6. '3mportnot needfull to be repeated. Ne f 
Apoſtle having ſhewed that "the blood Fling oo 

n b.g.13.0 Chriſt which was prefigured by thoſe,*ime 
” legal] ſprinklings,purgeth the conſcience Morne, x 
from dead works , exhorteth us in the no Cormgaty 
next chapter, to draw neer, having our telienetodl 

. Heb.10. hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, Chak, Wir yr 0 

m and our-bodies waſhed with pure Wa- Ria, 

Ter. | 

' What ſprinkling'can hard be intended, ®ierlinofm 


but with the blood of Chrift ? and Wil piſe 
waſhing! Fe Nerf 


*% "% 
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 * waſhing with water can better then 
Fn ſprinkling, exprefle this ſprinkling of x Per,r, 2, 
i hat Chriſts blood unto which wee are e-, 
200d lIefted ? | | Ee On 
. Neithercantheblogd of ſprinkling , Heb.rs, 
ner: mentioned by the ſame Apoſtle, which 24- 
ba dy ſpeaketh beter things then that of Abel, 
 * bee underſtood of any other then the 


+ bloodot our Redeemer: wheretore it- is 
obſervable, that in the ſame yerſe where 

?. it iscalled the blood of ſprinkling, he is 
4 hid called the Mediatour of the New Teſta- 
j. 7, ment, ſo that the ſacrament of our ad- 
+4 | Miſſion into this Teſtament or Covenant, 
i; CANNOT MOTe exaCltly fignifie and ſeal un- 


\ 


tous thatblood ofthe Covenant , then 

'þ ren when it is performed by the way of 

1 ſprinkling torcſhewed by thoſe” legall 

jaws ſprinklings ofthe Old Teſtament already 

int mentioned. TER 

8 , Moreover, when the people entred p.,... 
. ecu into Covenant with God, pronto 14 w% - 
"=. obedience to all that was written in the 

= V9 book, Moſes ſprinkled the blood of th 

NW Covenant upon the people, ' 

100 And when Tſaiah propheſied of the 16.52. 14, 
* converſion of many nations,heexpreſſerh 15- 
u®%® ic by the phraſe offprinkling, By which 

$00"; may bee underſtood the ſeal of their 

x | admiſſion 


of Baptiſm. 


admiſſion, even Baptiſme, adminifſtred 


unto them upon their converſion by tam 


ſprinkling. 
Neither can it be conceived how the 
Children of 1ſrae 1 were baptized in the 


cloud, butt by the ſprinkling drops, ) 


which in a thowre might fall from 6 


thence. | 7 
So that it is ſtill evident that the word 
Baptiſme doth not {ignite Dipping 


only, but any kind of wafhing, el- | 


ther by pouring or ſprinklirig of wa- 
I | 
Beſide, let them. prove from ſ{crip- 


ture that ever the ſacrament ot baptiſnie | 


was ſo adniiniftred, _ | | 
If. they alleage that-Chriſt is{aid, to 

come up out of the water ( 47978 vz7E&r) 

T anſwer, thatthe word (4m) properly 


fignifieth (from) and ſo Chriſt might very 


well come from the water without ha- 
ving been in it,or at the moſt,not ſo-deep 
as to be dipped. RE EReons- 

And for the Eunuch hee might very 
well be faidto go down. into the water, 
although hee only touched it with his 
feet, and for ought appears to the con- 
trary, -ight then have ſome. poured or 
ſprinkled on him , rather then be plan- 


ged 


md - 4 
Asforthoſe g 
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ed in it. Neither ist probable that be- 
ipg on his journey, he was provided with 
change of garments for ſuch a purpoſe; 
and to ſuppoſe that hee was ſtripped in 
the preſence of the SpeQators., . would 
ſeem but an undecent manner of approa- 
ching unto Gods Ordinances , ' unlefſe 
wee approve the prattife of the, Ada- 
mites, - SR eo 

Nor can wee imagine that the Gaoler 
who was baptized at midnight, went 
forth of his houſe, or had in it any ſach 
conveniency. Es 

So that we no where find , that the 
ſcripture doth preſcribe ſo ſtri&ly as the 
Anabapriſts doe anwarcaniably. pre- 
= TOP O__ 

As for thoſe expreſſions which they ſo 
much infiſt upon, being born of water, 56. 3.5. 
buried by baptiſme,and buried through Romic.4. 
baptiſme. They are meerly figurative,and Col.z, 12. 

* doenot atall bind us to any literal. ob- 

ſervance, or perſonall reſemblance. So 
that there isno obligation at all in- re- 
ſpe& of the manner of bapriſme, whether 
it bedoneby dipping,or ſprinkling , ot 


” Co POPPE Coo ococaeoncnnsr— EF RT ee. REAR WIE Kt 


- - 


OO 
This would evidently appegr:from the 
words themſelyes, it tt ey would-not bee 

vartiall 


\ 


160 Of Baptiſme, 
partiall to their own opinions in their 
animadverſ1ons upon them. oY 
That place of St. Fobn already cited, 
requires as well that wce be born of the 
Spirit as water, and in 'what- manner 
they will imitate that, is not for a com= 
mon capacity to comprehend. - | 
Nay tarther, the judgement of their 
own Interpreters will not admit that 
watcr there ſhould {ignifie any thing at 
all, left from thence might be inferred ſo 
great a neceſſity of baptiſme , that by the 
rule of Chriftian charity they were 
bound not to deny it even to In- 
fants. 


[nthe next place,whereas the text ſaith, 
Wee are then buried with him in bap- *' 
tiſme (it follows not, in water, but Jinto | fejye (et 
his death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed wy de Comms 
up from the dead, to the glory of the p 
Father,ſo we alſo ſhould ( not bee raifed 
out of the water, but) walk in newneſſe 


of life. 
To the ſame pyrpoſe alſo are the words . fi 

of the ſame Apoſtle to the Colofians , 

whereirt is evident, that the force of the 

matter cometh. not from the very deed 

done, but from the vertue of Chriſt, for 

the Apoſtle ' immediately addeth a 


reſurce&ion ang our faith. 


of Baptiſme, * ; 
So tliat the 'moſt moderate and war-' 
rantable conclui{ion will be neither to 


account ſprinkling neceſſary , *nor dip- 


ping unlawttill; but reſolve that any' 
decent miatiner otapplying the water is 
indifferenely  ſufficienc to fignifie the 
application of the benefic of Chriſts 
bloodto the party baptized: 
: For'though it could bee proved that 
Baptiſme was adminiſtred by dipping in 
the Apoſtles times,yet could: it nof. tol- 
low that the Church were therefore of 
necefliy ryed to that particular form in 
their adminiſtration now becauſe wee 
find no precept for it; and bare example 
without precept, wee know bindeth 
nor. ——__ 
Wee have Chrifts example for admi- 
niſtring the Communion with unleave- 
ned bread, after ſupper, in an upper 
chamber, to twelve men only, ad no 
woraen, waſhing their feerbefore ſupper, 
&c. yet nv man I preſume will ſay that 
wee are bound-to follow his example 
in theſe particulars; becauſe hee hath 
left no precept to that purpoſe. And 
whac thirigs God doth neither com- 
mand nor torbid; the ſame hee permit- 
teth with approbation of authocity, 
M either 


161 


of Baptiſme. 
either to bee done, or left undone. 
For ir isnot the ſcriptures ſetting down 
ſuch things as are indifferent, that 
only makes them ſo, but their not ſer- 
ting them down as neceflary , that 
doth alſo make them to bee indiffe- 


.xent, 


Minimune refert, & liberum eſſe debet. 
Calvin. 


Sed inboc nibil eſt ſitum. Urſin. 
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. te The Appendix, ; 


MAH\Villſumup all w a | brief 
Be account of the name and 

nature of an Anabapriſt. 
The word is derived from 
( a2 )& ( fame) which 
fignifieth properly a Rebaprizer, or one 
that alloweth and maintaineth Rebap- 
tizing. | 
They are alſo called Catabaptiſis from 
(197% & Camnls) fignifying an abulcr oc 
prophaner of baptiſme. For every 
Anabaptiſt is alſo a Catabaptiſt, the 
| Iteration of that ſacrament of our en- 
trance into the Church, and {ſeal of 
ournew birth in Chriſt, being alſo a 


violation and depravation of that holy 
Ordinance. 


f 


M3 But 


To 


of Baptiſme. 

But theſe expreſſions are of too nar- | ron 
row. compaſſe to confine their extra- know 
vagancies ; for they bave affinity with | og 
the whole rabble of Hereticks both of  muihit 
former and latter ages. So that as it | gage 
was ſaid of Cajus Ceſar, that in him { byperf 
Marius was repeated often; and as Ci= | *Thj 
cer6 chara&erizeth the tamily of the Bruti, | tenc; 
aſcribing the colleAion and connexion per, ho 
of many perte&tions, or rather the  rolitick 
perfe&ions of many to themalone; ſo j 1 
in one Anabaptift you may diſcover top, the 
many Hereticks,and in this'one ſc, as it ap thin 
were in one ſtock, many erroncousand | ,7 " 
ſchiſmaticall poſitions and prattifes en= ded 
fraffed and inoculated. Fees: 

Muſculus is pleafed to term them the [ſtall ac 
worſt ſort of people. | ology 

And St. Auſtin is of opinion that they weak 
may come in competition even with Tha 
Murdercrs. FY | falkce 
itmay ſo 


A third rerms them a ſeparated faftion 
of detetive ones. + * | ue 
| Tertulians expraſſion is,that they build | * 2PP0 


. a Vertue 


up one another in the faith of their te&, : 
54 che ruin of their fouls, Having this Fey 
trick with them, faith hee, that in their liver & 
endeavours amongſt le d ane F & 'To co 
{waſion precedes their doarine( whic S; 
SEPA | producerh | "uy lai 


- of Baptiſme. 

produceth a zeal, but. not according to 
knowledg,and chat muſt at length break 
into out moſt open madneſſc)whereas the 
truth it ſelfe obſerves this method,It per- 
{wades by teaching, andnot teacheth 
by perſwading. 

This way of proceeding amongſt 
them cannot be denyed to be very impro- 
per, however the praiſe prove nor im-= 
politick; for we know , thac the Will 
hath no power tq invade the Underſtan- 
ding, therefore no man doth rryly know 
any thing becauſe he will know it; nc- 
ther is any thing ſo becauſe wee are per- 
{waded it is ſo, but rather becauſe it 1s fo 
therefore we are ſo perſwaded. To which 
I ſhall adde thus much borh by way of 
apology for, and information to rheir 
weak (educed followers. 

That an erroneous conſcience may 
ſuffice to vice, but nor to vertue, that is, 
it may ſo bind, as that it may bee a fit 
to le) it, but not ſo,thar it ſhall bee: 
a vertue to follow it; it may bind to- the 
negative, not to theaffirmative,which 
the School-men expreſſe by the words 
ligare & obligare. _ 

To conclude, the Ariabaptifts rtiay 'be 
truly {aid to be the grand difturbers'of a 

3 Com- 


Of Baptiſme. 
Common-wealth, allowing of no go- 
vermenteither in Charch or Stategbut an 
Anarchy in both. Norare they without 
Juſt reaſon ſtyled Church Rebells, for 
they labour to exclude all order , "that 
their own brains may rule. 

How intolerable they have been in 
thoſe places where they have formerly 
gotten any footing, may fufhcienly ap- 
pear by the conſtant proceedings againſt 
them. 

Thoſe that peruſe their late ſtories, 
cannot but take notice how many thou- 
ſands ofthat ſe, who defiled their firſt 

baptilme by their ſecond, were baptized 
thethird time with their own blood,and 
ſuffered death, 'not as a reward of their 
truth, but in regard of their treachery. 
* - In ſome placesthe broachers of this 
herefie, and prattiſers of Rebaptizing 
havebeen puniſhed with beheading, in 
ſonie with burning, and in ſome with 
drowning. The Magiftrates, as appears in 
that particular,having ſome relation to 
the old Maxim, which direfts us to pro- 


nk tion the puniſhment ſo, that it may, 


ear upon it the print of the ſin. 
_ And doubtlefle che: Chriſtian States 
accounted It Ke light errour , 


 Tehaptiz 


which 


\ Jawn 

| Wa 

tute 
Andi 
ket 


Corports I 
Separ 
Fifi 
Hab 


of Baptiſme. 
which they laid! ſo heavy a load of pu- 
niſhment. . | 


————Debit Dew bis quoq; [ Enem. 


In uno Ceſare, multi Marii, 

Malterem infitam atq; illuminatam vir- 
tulem, 

Anabaptiſtam dixeris, & omnia dixeris. 

Kevera enim fieri poteſt ut ſceleratior ſit 
rebaptizator totius hominis , quam ſoliys 
corporis interemptor. Aug. 

Sefarata fattio defeorum- 

Auificantur in ruinam, &c. Tert. 

Habent artificium quo prius perſuadent 
quam doceant,veritas autem decendo ſnader, 
non ſuadendo decet. Id. I 

Non at pramium fid-i,ſedpanam perfidie. 

In quo quis peccat in eopuinetur. 
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A Patheticall Expoſtula- 
lation, by way of 
POST-SCRIPT. 


Ma asOo W great the danger of 
> a Common-wealth is , 

Þ when God affordeth not 

P a Magiſtratethat may re- 

d ſtrain his people, and 

-*-- © with the Bir of Cenſure 
curb the unruly excurſions of miſ-guided 

fancy, or the rein of Diſcipline retain 
the rambling giddy ' ones within' the 
purenefſe of Religion, appears by the 
looſe behaviour, and frequent relapſes of 
the Children of Tfrael after the death of 


Foſbua.” * | 


170 
Judg.2e11, 


IZ, 


Jude.17.6. 
I8, I, 


19, I, 


The Poſtſcript. 
| They did wickedly in the fight of the 
Lord (faith the text )) and ferved Baalim, 
(that 1s, all manner of idols )forſaking 
the Lord God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of E- 
19/4 
"Which pradtiſe of theirs was often re- 
peated, notwithſtanding the legible cha» 
raters of Gods wrath upon them for the 
ſame, and their frequent deliverances by 
the hands of. Judges,as is at large related 
in the book already intimated. 
Where amongſt other things it is well 
worth our obſervation, that the reaſon 
rendred why every man did that which 


*'-*5* was goodin his owneyes, is four times 
_ thus recounted, that, In thoſedays there 


was no King in Iſrael. 

Whereby it is evident, that i ity is 
ever apt to increaſe diſhoneſty, obfiruQi- 
ons of juſtice by diftempers in a State, or 
otherwiſe, are uſuall advantages to ex- 


travagant and head-ftrong ircegularities; 


execution is that which adds life to: the 
law,and where ſomething is not done.all 


wil quickly be undone,permiſſion proves 
ofteritimes no better then proteKion,and 
that State ſtands upon mach ſafer termes 


wherenothing, then that, where all 
things are lawhull.  & Domitius 


Di 
| had rather 
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ing. T here 
{nc diftraC 


phetically 
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The Poſtſcript. 


divgy; Domitiu was often heard to ſay,that he 
AM had rather be thought too ſevere puniſh- 


+ ing,then too remifſe and diffolute in ſpa- 
4 ing. There is(cradelis lenitss) adeſtruttive 


C 


' 
af 
4 
: 
4 


| Whig and diſtratting toleration, & it was pro- 
\ phetically pronounced long agoe, that 
the cockering of,and connivence at a few 
in their conceited tendernefſe(or liberty 
of conſcience as they call-it)is the read y 


Gln way to the irreparable ruine of the 
am Church. 
We \The firſt faultsare theirs that do com- Qui nenve- 
bWSthm mic them, but the ſecond theirs that! did rar peccare 


"ey | ah, : : d . 
w forprevention of the like in others. "- 


| * Whence its very queſtionable, whe querur, © 
TE a ©. a | To 


Rom. 8. 


Authorem 
prelenns 
Juftitie ha- 
h*s, ſponſe- 
rem ſur s 


nen babes. 


The Peſiſcript, 


ther the maintenance of the leaſt evill | 


may NOT. be worſethen the conmmiſſion ';.: 


of a greater? ſince the laſt may only 
be an argument of trailty, when the firſt 
is often upon deſtgn,or out of obſtinacy, 


and doth meet with a, reproofe in that *' 


place of theapoſtle which allows not the 
commilſion ( or permiſſion ) of the leaft 
evill, though to obtain a greater good ; 
compenſations and fatisfactions of that 
nature being only lawfull to be uſed, but 
never to be purpoſed ; nor have wee any 
further warrant then to purſue ſuch 
thingsas are juſt in preſent, ſubmitting 
the tature to divine providence. For al 
though this might ſeem to bear a ſufhci- 
ent pretence with man,yet will it hnd no 
excuſe beforg God. Mughy leffe to ſuffer 
or at fork : with 2pqed intent, for 
this is the height of mans wickednefle, 


and the devills inſtitution. Not much 


unlikethoſe hypocritical faſtings repre- 
hended by the Prophet, which God ſaw 
not With the eye of regard or approba- 
tion, becauſe whatſoever pretence or co- 
lour was proclaimed,' and' though they 
ſeemed to affli& their ſoules, bowing 


© down their headslike bulruſh, lying in 


ſackcloth and aſhes,&c. yet did it appear 
S554 to 
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to him, who could comprehend theic 

; thoughts,that their taſtings were only tor 

| ftrifeanddebate,and to ſtrike with chetfiſt 

| of wickedneſle. To 

' Publike reflexions may poflibly prove 
unſavory and unſafe, I will therefore 
transferre the particular application,and 
reſult to every private apprehenſion, 1i- 
miting my .oblervation only at effefs; 
ſubmitting their cauſes to ſome more ju- 
diciousand judiciall inquiry: 

How peremptory is the preſumption 
of this preſent age? and how pragmatical 
the priviledge ot uſurping pretenders? I 
would not be miſtaken, 1 travel not with 
any State tranſaCtions, the rents and rup- 
tures in the Church are thoſe .violences 
that raviſh theſe expreflions from mee; 
wherein {ilence were a {in, and Gina 
on ſacriledge. For though in other cri- 
minations itmay bean-argument of jnno- 
cency, and point of prudence not to bee 
moved or ſenſible, yer in the ſuſpicion of ,, ._ .. 
herefie no man,ſaith St. Ferome, ought to prongs M 
be ſpeechleſſe, patience ir (elf in this caſe Brag 
is unſufferable. | bs 

Cicero the Heathen Oratour could lay, Quedam 
that it taints a man dee ly but once to | eel E. 
open his:lips in the defence of ſuch as hee > 2” 
= ſ{uppoſeth 


The Poſtſcript. 


fuppoſeth enemies to the State, and ſhall 
we not impute it a greater ftain to the 
reputation of a Chriſtian to approach ſo 
neer an approbation as Rot to condemne 
him, who is an enemy to God? And ſuch 
did King James long lince upon religious 
and juſt confiderations proclaim Pelapius 
to be, whole heretical] opinions are now 
revived and embraced tor propagati- 
ON. 

But to proceed, theſe pretious pretenders 
of our times do challenge to themſelves 
ſuch a prophetricall infallibility in point 
of judgment and determination 6f the 
ſcriptures ſenſe, that they are bold to i 
vent for truths whatever their yain fancy 
ſhal ſuggeſt unto them, & leſt they ſhould 
want ſcope enough for their imaginati- 
ons to traverſe in, they chooſe to con- 
verſe with the moſt obſcure and knotty 
rexts to exerciſe their new light and 
ftrength upon,and from the myſtical mea- 
ning of the Prophets deduce fuch fond 
conjeQures as their carnall capacities do 
wich moſt atisfa&ion comprehend ,. and 
comply beſt with their ſenſuall ſelfe- 
conceit and intereft,preterring their own 
private ſpirits and opinions before the 
prudent jadgmeut, and conſtant a”; 
. O 


The Poſtſcript. + "OP 
of the Church, whereby they plainly di(- 
cover themſelves to have their part and 
portion jn that deſcription which by the 
ſpirit of Prophefie is given ofall iuch. 2Per-2.10. 
Preſumptuous they are, ſelf-willed , not 0G CIs 
afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities, Refuſing ** 
to obey thoſe that have the overſight of 


them, who watch for their ſouls. Not 


taking notice that the ſame divine and 
conftant wiſdom of God, which 4n the 
Old Teftament preſcribed the rule of his Mal. 2. 7: 
will to his peoplefor direCtion (ſaying, 
The Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve know- 
ledge,and they ſhall ſeek the law ar his 
mouth, for hee is the meſſenger of the 
Lord of Hoſts) hath alſo declared the 
Canon of his will in the New Teftament, 
to continue in the Church'till the diſſo- 
lution of the world. £ 

Giving ſometo be Apoſtles,$& ſome Pro- Eph.4-11, 
phers, ſome Evangeliſts,fome Paſtors and | 
Teachers : which Ecclefiafticall fun&ions 
werepartly extraordinary , for a ſeaſon 
only ,and deſcended not unta our times, 
partly ordinary and perpetuall for the 
repairing of the Saints, the work of the 
Miniftery,and edification ofthe body of 


| Chriſt. 


Wherefore though ſecular perſons are 
| 2s warranted 


1 


hurnot to 
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Mat.7.15. warrantedanddire&ted to beware of falſe 
T10Þ.4. 1. Prophets, arid -comtnanded to try their 
ſpirits whether they are of God;yet is not 
this warrant, dire&tion and command ſo rke Sonpjon' 
univerſall;but that chey arelimited with- ' a "Y 
In their proper bounds, no liberty being b ae” 
2Per.3.16, given to unlearned and unſtable perſons ey As 
17: ro wreſt the ſcriptures (wherein are ſome ®%' 


things hard co be underſtood ) to their Church 0 
own deſtrution, or endeavour to draw 
others from their ſtedfaſtneſſe. Neithee 
are they (o qualified with judgment, or 


\ Ge 21 armed with power, as; to; reprove their 
r. 


we "+ Paſtors, the ſpirits of the Prophets being 
232* ſubje& onlyto the Prophets, for God is 


not. theauthor of contuſion, | 

__ Sofar are theſe from any ſuch confors 
mity, that pullingup the pale of -pious 
and prudent preſcriptions; they open a 
wide gap to fa&tion; ſchiſme, and herelie, 
and ſo fall under the cenſure of the ſame 
Apoſtle. who doth often. and. earneſtly 


_ > 7 
1C0.1.10. beg, that there be no diflentions;that all 


be knic togethec-in one mind and, \n one 
judgment. . That all be of one mindand 
live in peacey(o ſhall the God of Jove and 
2Co.3.t. Þcacebe with us, That we continue in-one 
Phil.,1,27.{piritand in one mind,be like minded;of 

2,3, oneaccord;and of one judgment, 7. 
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But not to deny the devill his due, it Tunc inter ſe 
muſt be conteſſed char there is ſome pro- <9rcordent 
portion obſerved with che preſcription," oy | 
they are all joined together in the tailes pra. tf 
like Sampſon's toxes, and though AManaſ- non quia ſe 
ſes beagainſt Ephraim,and Ephraim againſt ama, {ed 
Manaſſes, yet are both againſt Fuda. They 7 #7 
all: agree in non-cohtormity with the 7, pot 
Church ot England, ahd deviate from that jcrgn. Aw, 

ſacrcd path which lead the holy Martyrs | 
to their happineſſe, Yet are they com- 

pelled ro conduce ſo much to their own 
diſcovery, and demonſtrate that they 

are the perſons pointed at by the finger 

of the holy Spirit, that they cannot by 

any means comply amoneſft themſelves, 

every one 1s apt to trame a body (or ra- 

ther ſhadow) of Religion corretpondent 

to the breviate of his owne braine ; Meade 
and to remonſtrate the relation they have ,,,1;; ple 
to their cloven footed Tutor, they ſeve- divortium: 
rally ſubdivide amongſt themſelves. 

There are contentions amongſt them, x Cor. 1, 
oneis of Paul,another is of Hpollos, ano- 11 12. 
ther of Cephas, another Chriſt ; ſome de- 
pend upon one Do&or(or Dunce rather 
ſome upon-another, ahd ſome are fo 
addifted to their own devices, that they 
negle&t all Tcachers,and ina more pecu- 


N liar 
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liar mannerentitle themſelves the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt alone. But Ietme ask them 
in the Apoſtles words,Is Chriſt divided? 
(can he bee the head of diverſe and difa- 
greeing bodies, being himſelt but one? ) 
or was Paul crucified tor you ? Can you 
without great injuryto God ſo depend 
upon men, and allow whatſoever they 
ſpeak even for their perſons or perſwa- 
fians ſake? it 1s very conſiderable which 
is ſpoken of Apolſos, that hee was aneclo- 
quent man, and mighty in the ſcriptures, 
but not perte&ly acquainted with, or 
inſtructed in the way of God, yet had 
this gained him1ſo much reputation,that 
hee was put in competition even with 
S. Paul himſelf. But to return to our pur- 
poſe, what lefſe can be expected trom the 
weaker ſort,whole conſcience makesthem 
crednlous, then a ſeduCttion inro ſeverall 
.crrours , {ince -no opportunities are ob- 
ſtructed torthe {ly in{rructions of Jeſui- 
ticallſpirics to poſſefſe the thoughts of 
eaſy and tender.tempers? And what can 
-bee preſunied from the.reſults of ſuch 
contrivances, [but the moſtdefperate en- 


deavoursof difturbance to:thecalm con- 


' dition of che Church? The fwitt fiream 
of anſanRitied faftiondriving at nothing 


more , 
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mote then to bear down al peaccable qr- 
der of prudent Regiment,& convert it ta 
confuſion, Which how can they with 
more plauſible pretence effe& then under 
the mask of zeal,and cioak of correſpon- 
dency withyinch pure pretenders? 

In purſuance of which they prepare 
the palats of their Praſelytes, with ſo 
much prejudice againſt the. perſons of 
their opponents, by a Kind of uncharjta- 
ble and clamorous cenſure, that they 
conclude italmoſt capitall to have any 
conyerſation at their meetings, and ſo 
prevent the poſlibility of any prevalency 
trom their preaching. Nor will any 
thing of a contrary imporc co what they 
eribe, bee admitted for Divinity , 
though more direaly diftared in holy 
Writ,might any apprehenſion bur their 
own be Arbitrator. | 

Next, they explode Expolicors, eſpe- 
cially it ancient or ſcholaſtick, and pre- 
ſumero be guided only by the ſpurious 
inſpirations of eee fo Ignorance, Or 
the enthuſtaſtick diſcoveries of their own 
new light, as it the gitts of ſaving grace 
were appropriated to themſelves alone, 
ſo that they are ſtrongly addifted tg 


conſult with none but. thoſe of theic - * 
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own charafter._ and print , and ſuch , 
though men of lightett talents,and mea- 
neſt parts, they extolland advanceup to 
to the clouds in the raptures ot admira- 
tion, running after them trom place to 
place, to be made partakers uf their ſan- 
Cihed gifts, from whence it comes to pals 
thac they will not ſuffer ſound dodrine, 
buc having itching ears, ger them an heap 
ot Teachers, turn away their ears from 
thetruth, andare given unto fables, 

Thele are the fad effc&s of pride and 
folly, which reigning in the hearts and 
lives of tormall perſons, perſwade them 
to adyance themſelves and deſpiſe others 
in m. tters of Religion, appropriating 
to themlclves the words of Solomon, The 


 righrcous is more excellent then his 


Pro.3 O0,12* 


neighbuur. Not taking notice that hee 
atterwards afhracth that there is a gene- 
ration pure in their own eyes, yet are 
not-waſhcd trom their filthinefle. 

But grant thcir converſation cleer from 
cenſure,. yet muſt no mans lite prevaile 
with us to follow his opinion, for then 
ſhould we be in a great meaſure obliged 
ro comply with the Papilt in regard of 
his ftrict and ſevere deporcment(as many 
of theſe already do, though perhaps in- 

| {cnſably 
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ſenſibly to themſelves,' yet viſibly to 
others, and upon defign from their de- - 
ſtrudive ſeducers.) | 
Moreover, St. Aſtin faith of Pelagius , 
that his life was like a Saints, and ſuch 
likewiſe was the behaviour of Fonaven- 
tyre, yet of all the Papiſts none left 
 moreblaſphemy behind him. Wherefore 
; as the Phariſees who preached well, and. 
lived ill were to be heard, bugnot imita- 
7” ted, ſo thoſe that live well and teach il}, 
' _.aretobeimirated,bur not heard. 
Another uſua]l plea, which they have Mar.11.25. 
for themfelves, is that ſpeech of our Savie "3%: 21. 
our, I thank thee, © Father, that 
thou haſt hid theſe things from' the 
wiſe and prudent, but revealed them to 
From whence thiey are confident to 
conclude a perpetual} divorce: between 
learning and integrity , not obſerving, 
that by this Kind of judgement they 
| Inferre a paradox - moſt ' unſeaſonable, 
abſurd, and more then brutiſh, viz. that 
unlearned ignorance is the ready way to 
the attainment of all faving graces:which 
wilde and deſperate poſition, how far ic 
differs from the Popiſh Tenenr ( that 
ignorance is the Mother of devotion }) 
7s |  N3 = = 
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Jet the inipartiall determine. 


At, 224 3, 


AR. 9. 15. 


Alſo they invert the order of divine 
wiſdome and providence,for by this rule 
of theirs muſt the ſecular learning of 


A3.7.22. Moſes ( who was knowing inall thewiſ- 


_ dome of the Fyyptians) have been an im- 
peach and bar to his attainment of the 
tavour Of God; the learning of St. Paul 
( who was brought upat the feet of Ga- 
maliel) have prevented both his cternall 
election with God, his defignation to 
the Goſpel, and his temporall vocation 
for plantation thereof. And the learned 
knowledge and ſecular arts of the holy 
Saints, fathers in the primitive Church 
(as Juſtin Martyr, Bafill, the great Chryſo- 
ſteme, Jerome, Ambroſe and Auſtin, with 
the reſt of their venerable contempora- 
rics,and ſucceſſors ) have been an hinde- 
rance and let to their true piety. 
Nay ſo apt are ſome of them to bee 
{ſeduced by the father of lies(who ſnatch- 
eth all occaſions of ſuborning Fanaticall 


minded men) that they are even ready to | 


cryout againſt the work of the miniſtery, 
and are per{waded that God communi- 
cateshimſelf eo us immediately, whereby 
they oppoſetheir wiſdometo rhe divine. 


Roo, 37; For faith is by hearing, faith the _ 
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And God is pleaſed by the fooliſhnefle of 1 Co.x.21, 


preaching (not by fogliſh preaching)to 
ſave them that believe. ' 

It is true indeed, that true faith is none 
but Gods gitt, and his work alone , bur 
{ach a gitt and work, asthe holy ſpirit 
worketh in us by the hearing of the 
word. Paul may plant, 4pel/os water,but 
God giveth the increaſe. So thar it is ne- 
ceſſary in regard of as,though nor in re- 
gard of God,not as it God could not any 
other way convert,but becauſe he wil n« t 
uſually convert any other way. God can 
by his omnipotency calily bring to paſſe 
that without books, teachers, ſtudy. one 
ſhould become skilfull in all learning 
and dodGrine, as the Apoftles and « thers 
of the primitive Church,who ſp.ke wich 
tongues which they never learned. Kee 
can make the earth fruittull without the 
help of hasband-men,and ſuſtain the na- 
' ture of man without food; fhall wee 
therefore eje& the uſe of Books, Stu- 
dy. Teachers,Plowes and Husband-men 2 


1 Co.,3. 6; 


Thuswe ſee upon what rocks of blind 


madnefle the deyvill doth ſplitand wrack 
unhappy men, who having neither ]car- 
ned the grounds of piety, nor any other 
excellent arts, are forward,notwithſian- 
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ding to ſeem what they leaſt of all bee, 
and dare exalt themſelyes againſt the 
knowledge of God , and bring the 
etcrnall wiſedome nnder their cen- 
ſure, 

 Butevery vain toy, and flattering de- 
lufton wherewith this ſe&t of men and 
women areapt to pleaſe themlclves, and 
delight their friends, muſt not paſſe for 
currant truth. Let us rather attend 
the thankfall acknowledgment of the 
Prophet Tjaiah. The Lord hath given me 
a tongue of the learned , that I ſhould 
know to miniſter a word in time to him 
thatis weary. Wherein he doth truly 
repreſent the perſon and charge of them 
that are duly called ro the Miniſtery of 
Gods Word. Which how theſe fantaſti- 
call faQtors for Popery and perditicn,can 


by any title challenge to themſelves, 1am 


utterly ignorant how to reconcile, un- 
lefle they will conclude that Chriſt is 
obliged for their ſakes to lay the foun- 
dation of his Church againe,. and 
call from the Net, receipt of the cu- 
ſtome, and! ſeverall manuary trades of 
theſe times, ſachas hee wonld diſpatch 
abroad for his holy meſſage , furniſhing 
them after a miraculous manner, as for- 

merly _ 
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merly, with gifts andabilities extraor- 
| dinary for performance of his pur- 
poſe,that ſo theſe Artizans mightbe in- 
veſted with Apoſtleſhips, DoGtorſhips , 
and the roomes of Prophets, 

But bee not deceived, awake out of Zac, 13.5. 
ſleep, and dream no more, thou art no 
no Prophet, thou art an Husband-man, 
taught to beean Heard-man from thy 
youth up, get away therefore with ſpeed 
| fromtheLords Houſe, and meddle not 
with his affairs, leſt hee break out upon ler. 9. 9. 
thee and deſtroy thee, for ſhall I not viſit 
for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, or ſhall 
not my ſqul bee avenged upon ſuch a na- 
tion as this? Wherefore let every man a- 
bide in the ſame;vocation wherein he was , ©, .,; 
called,endeavouring to'walk worthy of xph, 4 .1. 
the ſame. And let no man preſume to un- Ro. 12.3. 
derftand above that which is meet 
to underſtand {or think more highly of 
himſelf then he ought to doe) but to 
think ſoberly, and underſtand according 
to ſobriety; as God hath dealt to every 
man the meaſare of faith : for Chriſt 
came into this world for judgement , 
that they which ſee not, might ſee, 
aud that they (which after the Phari o- 

Ca 
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call phrenſie pretend to ſuch a light, 
that they think all men blind but them- 


ſelves, as ſay they ) ſee might bee 
made blind. | 
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